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2/14 5th Grade Science Discovery Field Trip 

2/15 Professional Development Day ~ NO SCHOOL 

2/17  National Random Acts of Kindness Day 

2/18 Board Meeting ~ 7 PM 

2/18 President’s Day ~ NO SCHOOL 

2/26 Donuts for Dudes ~ 7-8 AM ~ West Gym 

3/1  Professional Development Day ~ NO SCHOOL 

3/7  3rd Grade Music Program ~ 7 PM ~ West Gym 

3/8  End of Quarter 3 

3/14 3rd Quarter Awards Assembly ~ 1 PM ~ West Gym 

 



‘Sweet Things Happening at West’ 
Principal’s Corner 

 

As we move into February, I am excited about the academic 

growth that many of our students are showing. In December, 

students took the winter Fast Bridge assessment which provides 

data on each student’s performance on math and reading skills.   

At the end of the second quarter, all of our students completed 

and presented their writing projects.  I am sure most of you will 

agree these projects were amazing!  Currently, our students are 

taking Winter WY-TOPP tests in reading, writing, and math.  The 

results of these assessments will provide us with indicators of 

student proficiency toward grade level standards.  In addition to 

assessments and projects, student progress on reading goals is 

tracked daily.  This is an area where the support of parents has 

had an enormous impact on student results.  As I look at the daily 

report on reading steps I am delighted to see the number of 

students who are meeting or exceeding their grade level goal.  

Meeting this daily challenge not only supports students in gaining 

vocabulary and background knowledge, but it also helps them 

build stamina for reading and completing work.  That work ethic 

or as some may call it “grit” is what students need most to 

succeed in life.  If I could only have one wish for each one of our 

students it would be that they develop the passion and 

perseverance to achieve their goals in life.  As we remind students 

daily, grit is found in the power of “yet”.   Next time you are at 

West, look at our walls and listen to our teachers.  The power of 

“yet” is everywhere!  

  

West Elementary Principal 

 Vicki S. Begin 



‘We Love to Learn’ 
In The Classroom 

 

5th grade is kicking off February with fractions in math. Math facts are the #1 

thing to help students with this! We will be adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 

dividing them! In reading, we are still working in the Mystery Genre. We will 

begin writing our own mystery stories soon! In Social Studies, we are learning about our 

young nation and how we have grown. Finally, in Science we will continue to work on 

Mixtures and Solutions through the end of the quarter. 

  

 

 

Fourth grade started a Historical Fiction unit in Reading. We are enjoying 

learning about history through it while continuing to learn more about story 

elements. In Math, we are finishing up a unit on division and moving on to 

fractions.  We have been learning about circuits and magnets in science. In 

Social Studies we just finished building our personal penny timeline, making 

the connections about how a timeline shows us events that have happened in 

chronological order, and preparing us for our upcoming study of Wyoming 

History. We will be starting our study on Wyoming History and students are 

looking forward to learning about Outlaws and Lawmen in Wyoming. Students will be 

choosing an Outlaw or a Lawman and researching them for our Waxless Wax Museum. Be 

looking for further information on the Waxless Wax Museum to be coming home with your 

students in the near future. 

 

 

 

Greetings from the third grade.  Students have been working very hard this 

month.  In reading, we are working on traditional tales.  Students are 

focusing on different story elements within the traditional tales.  Continue to 

have your students get their two reading steps in every night.  Fractions are 

being introduced in math.  Continue to work on multiplication facts at home with 

your child.  In science, students continue with their study of motion and forces.  In social 

studies, third grade just finished a unit on citizenship and will begin a unit on ways travel 

and communication have changed over time in the United States.  Third grade is working 

hard!  Continue the great work at home!   

 



‘Reading is the Heart of it All’ 
Off the Shelf 

 

One thing I implemented when I started my new position as a media 

specialist several years ago was book talks. There are many reasons to do 

book talks but I felt the main purpose was to engage students in a book.  It 

can sell students on the idea of picking up a new title or author or give them 

the push they need to find a book they love and convince their peers to read 

it. Another beneficial reason is for students to start feeling more comfortable 

speaking in front of their peers.  

When I introduce how to do a book talk there are a few tips I review: 

1) Read your book thoroughly. Make sure this is a book you love; if you’d 

rate it less than an 8 out of 10, find a different book. 

2) Open strong. Think about starting your book talk by asking a question 

like “What scares you the most?” or giving your thoughts on a character, 

“This is the bravest dog  I’ve ever met”. Don’t start with something 

predictable. Surprise and engage your audience! 

3) Find a hook. Think about the aspects of the story that made it 

engaging for you and share those thoughts with your peers. 

4) Don’t give it all away. Think of this like a preview and not a whole 

movie. Don’t give away the ending and remember the main idea is to get 

them interested enough to want to read the book. 

5) Enhance your presentation with props. Wear a cap for a book about 

baseball or bring a stuffed dog about a story about a lost dog. Be creative! 

6) Suggest other great reads. Recommend a similar book by the same 

author or a book which you know was a hit in you classroom. 

My weekly class time is filled with many activities including time to check 

in/out books but I always make time for book talks. Who knows, we could 

have a future bestselling author right here in our school! 

Stay warm and happy reading! 

 

 

Mrs. Sluss 



‘Rock the Heartbeat’ 
With Nurse Crowley 

 

    

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



‘BE SOMEBODY WHO MAKES EVERYBODY  

FEEL LIKE A SOMEBODY’ 

Caring Counselor 

 

February 17 is National Random Acts of Kindness day.  

With that in mind, West Elementary students were able to 

listen to the story, The Kindness Quilt and were 

challenged to do acts of kindness and create a paper quilt 

block to be placed on the walls at West depicting their act.  

The students have been bringing in their art showing acts 

of kindness that have been shown to them or they have 

shown to others.  Being kind not only has a direct effect 

on others, but it has a positive impact on us individually 

as well. Everybody can use a little bit of kindness in their 

life, and with National Random Acts of Kindness Day 

right around the corner, let’s work together to help out 

students show kindness and recognize the kindness of 

others. 

Being kind is self-explanatory, but there are a variety of 

ways that you can express it. Whether it is opening a door 

for someone or delivering a bouquet of flowers, kindness 

can have a greater impact than you think. Kindness is 

one of the greatest attributes that someone can have. 

Being kind goes a long way. Have you been kind today? 

 

Kari Magnuson, LPC 

West Elementary Counselor 



‘COOKING UP A GREAT YEAR’ 
In the Office 

RED VELVET CUPCAKES 

INGREDIANTS 

2 cups sugar ¾ cup vegetable oil  2 eggs, room temperature 

1 cup buttermilk, room temperature 2 teaspoons vanilla extract  

1 oz red food coloring   ½ cup hot water 

1 teaspoon white distilled vinegar  2 cups all-purpose flour  

1 teaspoon baking soda   1 teaspoon baking powder  

        1 teaspoon salt  2 Tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder 

 
FROSTING 

1 (8 oz) cream cheese, room temperature  

4 tablespoons butter, softened at room temperature (do not melt) 

2 cups powdered sugar 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Preheat oven to 325.  In a large bowl mix together sugar and oil until well combined.  
Beat in eggs until mixture is uniform in color.  Add in buttermilk, vanilla extract and 
food coloring.  Mix until well combined.  Mix in hot water and distilled vinegar.  Add 
flour.  Mix together baking soda, baking powder, salt and add to bowl.  Add in cocoa 
powder.  Mix to combine all ingredients.  Line a muffin pan with cupcake liners.  Pour 
¼ cup of batter into each liner.  Bake to 18-20 minutes or until tops are spongey to the 
touch.  DO NOT OVER COOK.  Remove from oven and let cupcakes sit in pan for 5 
minutes.  Place cupcakes on a cooling rack to finish cooling.  Make the frosting by 
creaming together cream cheese and butter. Slowly add in powdered sugar and beat 
until creamy. 



                                                  THINGS 

WE LOVE ABOUT  

WEST ELEMENTARY 

AND THE SURVEY SAYS………. 
 

     STUDENTS      STAFF    

 

P.E.       TEACHING STUDENTS 

LIBRARY      CO-WORKERS 

MATH      SMILES  

RECESS      THE AWESOME SECRETARY 

MUSIC      THE AMAZING CUSTODIANS 

FRIENDS      MRS. SLUSS’S SNACK BOX 

THE TEACHERS     THE NEW HANDSOAP 

SCIENCE      KITCHEN STAFF 

THE PRINCIPAL’s OFFICE 

LUNCH 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

DONUTS 4 DUDES 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 26TH 

WEST GYM 

7 ~ 8 AM 

Please Join West PTO in Celebrating the 
Priceless Dudes in Your Life 

 

Enjoy Donuts, Coffee & Milk 



YOUR ARE INVITED 

TO ATTEND 

      WEST      

        ELEMENTARY’S 

 
 
 

3 RD GRADE 
MUSIC PROGRAM 

 
THURSDAY MARCH 7TH 

WEST GYM 
7 PM 

  



‘ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY’ 
 

 

Groundhog Day, February 2, when the groundhog is said to come out of its hole at the end of 

hibernation. If the animal sees its shadow—i.e., if the weather is sunny—it is said there will 

be six more weeks of winter weather. 

Ronald Wilson Reagan, born February 6, 1911 was an American politician who 

served as the 40th president of the United States from 1981 to 1989.  Prior to his 

presidency, he was a Hollywood actor and union leader before serving as the 33rd 

governor of California from 1967 to 1975. 

William Henry Harrison Sr., born February 9, 1773 was an American military officer and 

politician who served as the ninth president of the United States. He died of pneumonia 

thirty-one days into his term, thereby serving the shortest tenure in United States 

presidential history. Because he was the first president to die in office, his death sparked a 

brief constitutional crisis and questions and debates about the presidential line of 

succession. 

Thomas Alva Edison, born February 11, 1847 was an American inventor and 

businessman, who has been described as America's greatest inventor.  He is credited 

with developing many devices in fields such as electric power generation, mass 

communication, sound recording, and motion pictures.  These inventions, which include 

the phonograph, the motion picture camera, and the long-lasting, practical electric light 

bulb, had a widespread impact on the modern industrialized world.  He was one of the 

first inventors to apply the principles of mass production and teamwork to the process 

of invention, working with many researchers and employees.   He is often credited with 

establishing the first industrial research laboratory. 

Abraham Lincoln, born February 12, 1809 was an American lawyer and politician who served as the 

16th president of the United States from 1861 until his assassination in April 

1865. Lincoln led the nation through the Civil War, its bloodiest war and its 

greatest moral, constitutional, and political crisis. In doing so, he preserved the 

Union, abolished slavery, strengthened the federal government, and modernized 

the economy. 

Valentine's Day, February 14, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint 

Valentine is celebrated annually.  Originating as a Western Christian feast day honoring 

one or two early saints named Valentinus, Valentine's Day is recognized as a significant 

cultural, religious, and commercial celebration of romance and romantic love in many 

regions around the world, although it is not a public holiday in any country 

Liftoff of the Mercury-Atlas 6 mission on Feb. 20, 1962. On this mission, John Glenn became 

the first American to orbit Earth. As part of the preflight checklist, Glenn asked engineers to 

get NASA research mathematician Katherine Johnson to check the orbital equations by 

hand on her desktop mechanical calculating machine. 

George Washington born February 22, 1732 was an American political leader, 

military general, statesman, and Founding Father who served as the first 

president of the United States.  He commanded Patriot forces in the new nation's 

vital American Revolutionary War and led them to victory over the British. 

Washington also presided at the Constitutional Convention of 1787, which 

established the new federal government. For his manifold leadership during the American Revolution, 

he has been called the "Father of His Country". 



‘MONTH OF LOVE’  

IDIOM CHALLENGE 

 

Sneak Peek at February “LOVE” Idioms. Help your child 

name the idiom and discuss its meaning.  Remind them to 

complete the response sheet found by the front office 

bulletin board.   

Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Hanks will announce the winning 

class on February 28th.  The winning class will receive 

tokens for a free ice cream cone at Interstate Gas 

courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Richmond. 

 

 

 

 

 


