
 

      

      

      

     

     

     

       

       

       

        

         

         

         

         

         

          

             

             

             

             

             

             

           

            
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

  

 

IT’S ‘SNOW’ SECRET WE’RE A GREAT SCHOOL   

Band & West Singers Concert  Dec 6th 

Pearl Harbor Day      Dec 7th 

Wyoming Day       Dec 10th 

School Board Meeting     Dec 17th 

End of 2nd Quarter     Dec 21st 

Christmas Break     Dec 24th – Jan 2nd 

2nd Quarter Awards     Jan 4th 

WEST WREATH 

DECEMBER 2018 

PARENT NEWSLETTER 



 

OUR KIDS ARE A GIFT 

 

     With the Christmas season quickly approaching our lives seem to get busier.  

Between our times spent shopping, decorating, wrapping gifts, baking holiday 

treats, and all of the holiday happenings, the days and nights seem to slip away 

quickly.  For our children, this magical time of the year can serve as an opportunity 

for great learning.  Busy family schedules allow parents to model and teach time 

management.  Holiday letters and cards provide students with extra opportunities 

for reading and writing. Holiday baking gives students practice with reading 

directions and practicing measurement skills.  Visiting with family and friends 

allows a student to practice speaking and listening skills.   

    During the past four months, our students have been immersed in a new reading 

program.  At the heart of the American Reading Company instructional framework 

is the belief that reading is transformative.  Students improve their reading skills by 

reading and researching various topics.  The more they read the faster they grow.  

Within this program teachers and parents serve as the master reader, writer, and 

researcher.  Students work as the apprentice.  As in any discipline, the master first 

models the craft and then slowly releases the responsibility to the apprentice as they 

become more accomplished at the craft.   

    With the new reading program, we have learned that the reading success of our 

students lies in the number of opportunities they have to practice their craft and 

gain new skills and expertise.  We have learned that practice with reading, writing, 

researching, listening, and speaking are not confined to the pages of a textbook, or 

the classroom.  Our students are surrounded by activities at home and school that 

can be used to build reading, writing, and reasoning skills.   

     Reading 30 minutes (2 steps) each night and 30 minutes each weekend are 

required for all West students.  Finding time for reading during the holiday season 

may seem like a challenge.  But really it is not.  As a master craftsman, parents 

have many opportunities to teach their children about holiday traditions and set the 

stage for learning.  This holiday season give your children the gift of learning by 

discussing family traditions, reading cards and letters from friends and family, 

researching information on the internet, reading books together, writing stories, or 

journaling about your holiday adventures.  Learning opportunities abound during 

the holidays.  The time for two steps a night is easy if you just take advantage of the 

reading that is found in the season.   

 

         Vicki S. Begin, Principal 



‘OH THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL 
BUT OUR CLASSROOM IS SO DELIGHTFUL’ 
 

Greetings from the third grade!  Third graders enjoyed a November celebration for getting 

their reading steps and homework turned in on time.  This will be a monthly occurrence to 

reward the students that are being responsible for getting their work done.  We hope to get 

all students involved in the month of December.  In science, third grade has been working on 

the human body.  We are discussing bones and joints.  Students are becoming experts in a 

weather topic.  Your child will be researching this topic until Christmas vacation.  

Multiplication has been the area of focus in math.  Please keep working on math facts at 

home.  Please keep working on getting two reading steps per night at home and four steps at 

home on the weekend. 

 

 

 

 

In 4th grade another month has passed but the knowledge we have gained is tremendous! We 

continue to work hard daily on new skills. In reading this month we will continue to research 

and learn more about animal adaptations. Each student has chosen an animal to become an 

expert on and will research and write about that animal. Before Christmas break they will 

present their animal through a book they have written or another way they choose. In math 

we are working on multiplying numbers using many different strategies. We will begin to focus 

on the standard algorithm. Our science unit connects very well with our informational reading 

we have been working on. We will continue to observe our meal worms but have also started 

learning about a new organism. In Social Studies we are learning about the United States 

Government. December is a busy month with so many exciting things happening! 

 

 

 

     

 5th grade is warmed up and ready for the end of second quarter and the semester. Along with                     

2018, we will be finishing reading our Historical Fiction novel, Blood on the River, and writing 

argumentative pieces dealing with Jamestown. In social studies we are diving into the 

Revolutionary War and even going on a virtual field trip! Science is continuing to explore mixtures 

and solutions. We will close out the year with our Winter Activity Day on Friday, December 21st. 



TIS’ THE SEASON TO FIGHT THE FLU 

The flu is caused only by influenza virus. People often mistake other, less severe illnesses with 

influenza, like the common cold or the “stomach flu,” which is not influenza at all. Stomach 

illnesses are caused by other viruses, like norovirus, and many types of bacteria. 

                           Causes 

Flu is caused by influenza virus of Class A, B and C. Flu spreads directly or indirectly from 

airborne droplets produced during sneezing or coughing 

       Symptoms 

Fever, Headache, Runny nose, Sneezing, Chills, Cough, Body or muscle aches, Sore throat 

Treatments 

Most of the time flu goes away without treatment. Taking medication can help relieve 

symptoms. Bed rest will help in faster recovery.  Drink plenty of fluids, eat healthy foods and 

practice good hygiene. 

 

 



 

OH DEER WINTER IS HERE!
  

PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOUR STUDENT IS 
DRESSED FOR THE 
WEATHER.  STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 
COAT TO WEAR EVERY DAY. 
 

*Dress in layers. 

*Dress for the appropriate activity level. 

 *Wear insulated boots. 

 *Wear winter socks. 

 *Use a good quality coat, parka, or jacket. 

 *Wear a base layer. 

 *Wear a hat & gloves. 

 

#1 WINTER TIP~ALWAYS CARRY A PAIR 
OF EXTRA SOCKS IN YOUR BACKPACK 
JUST INCASE YOUR FEET GET WET!  



SOME BOOKS ARE WORTH 
MELTING FOR……. 

 

 

 

 

 

I would personally like to thank everyone that supported, volunteered or attended 

the West Elementary Fall Scholastic Book Fair. I feel so fortunate to have all the 

wonderful support from my volunteers (over 13) and the book fair would not be 

successful without them. The Community Thrift Store donated money for the 

Classroom Challenge which enables homerooms to earn books for their class.  This 

year’s grand prize winner was Mrs. Johnson’s class. Other classrooms that also 

earned some books were Mrs. Teten’s, Mrs. Bjelkevig’s, and Mrs. Boughton’s. The 

Community Thrift Store also donated additional money so we were able to give out 

20 book fair certificates to various students to pick a book of their choice. The 

Family Event was well attended with over 150 entering the book basket giveaway 

and the lucky winners were Kaidyn Kasun, Hudsen Ehde, and Ty Weber.  

Family Literacy Night on November 13th was also a very successful night with over 

70 families attending the event. Grade specific baskets were also given out and the 

winners were Quinlan Gore for 3rd grade, Bianca Dawson for 4th grade and Ashlyn 

Streets for 5th grade. Congratulations to everyone! 

December will be a very busy month in the library as students volunteer to do book 

talks to encourage other students to try different genres (i.e. fantasy, realistic 

fiction, historical fiction) and also to give the students a chance to get 

comfortable talking in front of a group. The students are learning to alphabetize 

books by author and by title as well as learning to use the dictionary. I also 

continue to add new books to the new book cart so students can have many choices 

to read over their holiday break.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!    

Mrs. Sluss 



THANK YOU PARENTS FOR 

SUPPORTING THE MYCARD 

ART CLASS PROJECT!  THE 

CARDS TURNED OUT  

FANTASTIC! 

 

  THANKS AGAIN, 

     MRS. YOUNG 

 
   SWEETEN THE SEASON 

    CHRISTMAS COOKIES 

 

 

3 ¾ cups all-purpose flour  

1 teaspoon baking powder  

1/2 teaspoon salt  

1 cup margarine, softened  

1 1/2 cups white sugar  

2 eggs  

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 

  

Prep, 20 m  

Cook, 8 m  

Ready In, 3 h 

Sift flour, baking powder, and salt together, set 

aside. In a large bowl, cream together the margarine 

and sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in the eggs one 

at a time, then stir in the vanilla. Gradually blend in 

the sifted ingredients until fully absorbed. Cover 

dough, and chill for 2 hours.  

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). 

Grease cookie sheets. On a clean floured surface, roll 

out small portions of chilled dough to 1/4 inch 

thickness. Cut out shapes using cookie cutters.  

Bake 6 to 8 minutes in the preheated oven, or until 

edges are barely brown. Remove from cookie sheets to 

cool on wire racks. 



WEST ELEMENTARY 

BAND & WEST SINGERS CONCERT 

DECEMBER 6TH 

WEST GYM 

7 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pearl Harbor Day is observed annually in 

the United States on December 7, to 

remember and honor the 2,403 citizens of 

the United States who were killed in the 

Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor 

in Hawaii on December 7, 1941.  The long-

term historical significance of the Japanese attack 

on Pearl Harbor is that it eliminated isolationism 

from American political thought, and was the 

event that propelled the USA into the dominant 

super-power position it has held since 1944. 

 

 

"In recognition of the action of the 

Wyoming territorial governor on 

December 10, 1869, in approving the 

first law found anywhere in legislative 

history which extends the right of 

suffrage to women, December 10 of 

each year is designated as "Wyoming 

Day." The day shall be observed in the schools, 

clubs and similar groups by appropriate exercises 

commemorating the history of the territory and 

state and the lives of its pioneers, and by fostering 

in all ways the loyalty and good citizenship of its 

people." 
 

 



HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

MAY YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON BE 
ALL WRAPPED UP WITH CHEER 

AND FILLED WITH CELEBRATION 
FOR THE NEW YEAR! 


