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INTERROGATIONS AND SEARCHES 
 

Law Enforcement Officers in School 
 
1. Cooperating.  The schools will cooperate with law enforcement officers to 

the degree that this may be done legally, reasonably, and without 
interference with the proper operation of the schools. 

 
2. Approaching the school.  Law enforcement personnel will first contact the 

principal and arrange for a convenient time for a contact.  On arrival at the 
school, law enforcement personnel will always report to the principal and 
explain as fully as possible the particular reason for the call.  If the law 
enforcement official wishes to see a student, he will request the principal to 
bring the student to the office.  In the event the officer has a warrant for a 
juvenile's arrest, he may accompany the principal if he wishes. 

 
3. Interview, interrogation.  Law enforcement officers called to the school or 

arriving on their own, may wish to question students in school during 
school hours regarding some aspect of law violation.  The principal will 
document efforts to notify the parents, custodians, or guardians of the 
problem and if possible, arrange for their presence. If the parent, custodian, 
or guardian cannot be notified by the principal such interview may be 
conducted in the presence of the principal or their designee.  Principals, or 
their designee, will act as a student advocate. 

 
4. Legal warrants.  Legal warrants for the arrest of a student, presented by a 

law enforcement officer to the principal, will be honored by the principal.  
In such cases, the parents will be informed of the action taken by the 
principal. 

 
5. Violation of law with respect to school property.  The school principal will 

cooperate to the fullest extent in support of the police department in the 
prosecution of persons charged with violation of the law with respect to the 
physical properties under direction of the Board.  The principal will, when 
requested, appear against defendants when the specific case warrants such 
action. 
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Search and Seizure.  The right of inspection of student's school lockers is inherent 
in the Board's authority.  A student may have control over the locker as against 
fellow pupils, but his/her possession is not exclusive against the school and its 
officials.  School lockers will not be utilized for the storage of illegal or dangerous 
purposes. Illegal or dangerous materials may be removed. 
 
School officials in the exercise of the authority herein granted will use their best 
judgment to protect each student's constitutional rights to personal privacy and 
protection from coercion. 
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