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FIELD TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS 
(Activity Travel) 

 
It is the intent of Platte County School District #1 to provide for each participant's safety, health, and welfare while at and 
traveling to and from activities. 
 
Every attempt will be made to keep participants and parents informed of foreseeable circumstances.  Extenuating factors, time 
schedules, meal and lodging arrangements, road and weather conditions, distance to travel, canceled practices and contests are but 
a few of these considerations. 
 
Travel to National Events:  Platte County School District #1 recognizes the importance of student travel associated with activities 
that integrate class time or that are academically related. Activity travel associated with such programs as All-Northwest, 
Academic Decathlon, and FBLA fall within this description. It is the intent of the District, therefore, to encourage and to support 
students who have been chosen to represent their school in national competition and/or national culminating events of an 
academic nature where the students have been selected through an adjudicative or a competitive process. Each school at the 
discretion of the building principal will set aside funds each year to help defray costs incurred by this type of travel. 
 
Meals.  The activity director will coordinate arrangements for all meals.  The following amounts per day for meals will be allowed 
for all activity sponsors and participants.  The amounts will be considered maximum, but sponsors will attempt to make the most 
economical arrangements feasible.  "Brown bagging" will be encouraged. Students will be provided meals on overnight trips if 
building budgets can support the expenditure.  Students will be responsible for their first meal on any overnight trip (for example 
– if the team leaves before lunch, students and sponsors are responsible for their own lunch, if the team leaves after lunch, students 
and sponsors are responsible for their own dinner).  Also, it is recommended that teams and sponsors drink water.  Other drinks 
may be allowed if it is part of the cost of the meal.  
  
             $6.00 - breakfast (only on overnight trips, and if the hotel does not provide breakfast) 
 $8.00 - lunch 
 $10.00 - dinner 
 
There will be no saving up for large meals by not eating other meals or by eating less expensive meals at other times.  If the meal 
schedule is exceeded, the activity participants will make up the difference, except under extenuating circumstances. 
 
Lodging.  The activity director will coordinate all overnight lodging for all activities.  The need and cost allowances will be 
determined by administrators, considering the following: 
 
1. Time activity begins:  Generally, if the destination exceeds 120 miles and the activity group must leave prior to 6 a.m. so 

as to arrive at the destination an hour before the game/activity begins, then overnight lodging the night before may be 
allowed with administrative approval.  Considerations will include mileage, road/weather forecast, and nature of activity 
(need for pre-game meal, warm-up, dress, weigh-in, registration, etc.).  NOTE:  If the activity group can leave the day of 
the activity and reasonably be expected to arrive at the destination one hour before the game/activity begins, then they will 
do so.  This includes tournaments and travel of less than 120 miles, unless transportation is being shared. 

 
2. Time activity ends:  Generally, if the return trip exceeds 150 miles and if the activity group will not arrive back in by 12 

midnight, then overnight lodging may be allowed with administrative approval.  Considerations will include late dinner, 
road/weather forecast, whether or not the following day is a school day (in which case safe efforts will be made to return), 
as well as what activities are scheduled for the following day. 

 
3. Extenuating and/or emergency conditions:  A mutual decision between the coach and driver should be reached regarding 

extenuating circumstances.  The final decision will rest with the driver when safety/mechanical conditions of the vehicle 
or weather/road conditions become determining factors.  Some conditions may make immediate return to Wheatland 
necessary. 
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Transportation.  Requests will be submitted to the activity director at least ten days prior to the activity.  The coach/sponsor will 
travel with and supervise the group.  Participants will travel with the group unless extenuating circumstances exist (see below).  In 
no case will students transport other students on school-sponsored trips. 
 
Contacting Parents, Officials, Bus Supervisor, Visiting Teams.  The coach or sponsor in charge will have the direct responsibility 
to contact parents and the bus personnel when he/she learns of a game, activity or practice cancellation.  This is especially crucial 
for parents of participants who live outside Wheatland city limits, in Chugwater and Glendo. 
 
The coach or sponsor in charge will make all necessary contacts with school administrators about any cancellations or changes in 
travel arrangements to or from Wheatland.  He/she will maintain a current list of parents' home and business phone numbers, as 
well as emergency contact numbers where applicable, including principals in Chugwater, Glendo, and Wheatland High and 
Wheatland Junior High.  The activity director and the coach or sponsor in charge will both attempt to notify visiting teams of 
cancellations and/or in time schedule changes.  The activity director will attempt to notify officials to officiate games/activities of 
cancellations and/or time schedule change.         
 
 
Travel To and From an Out-of-Town Activity:  Platte County School District #1 students are always encouraged to travel with 
their activity group.  Much can be gained in evaluation and review of the past activity by traveling with the team or activity group, 
rather than traveling with parents or relatives. 
 
1. If a parent wishes to take his son or daughter to or from an activity, he/she must request permission from the sponsor and 

principal and sign a waiver relieving the sponsor of all responsibility for transportation.  The parent should arrange this 
with the sponsor prior to the activity trip. 

 
2. Parents may obtain permission for their child to be released to them at the conclusion of an out-of-town activity, provided 

that the following established guidelines are met: 
 
a) Students will request a liability waiver form from the principal's office. 
b) Arrangements must be made two school days prior to the departure of the activity. 
c) The parent and the student must sign a liability waiver form at the time the request is made. 
d) Requests must be written, signed by the parent, and presented in person to the principal.  The request will state the name, 

age and address of the person to whom the student is to be released, if other than the parent. 
e) The person to whom the student will be released will sign the liability waiver form at the time the student is released to 

him/her and will indicate the time and date of this release. 
f) The building principal, or sponsor if the principal is not available, may waive the two days' notice if emergence situations 

or unusual circumstances legitimately make adherence impossible. 
g) The principal, or sponsor if the principal is not available, has the right to waive this permission if circumstances change or 

if additional information makes questionable the authenticity of the reason for the request.  If the student violates the 
intent of this policy, he/she may not again obtain permission other than for verified emergency situations. 

 
 
 
 
 
First Reading:     August 17, 2015 
Second Reading: September 21, 2015    

  


