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Platte County School District No. 1 
Board of Trustees 
Regular Meeting 
March 20, 2017 

 
Platte County School District #1 Board of Trustees held their regular meeting March 20, 2017 

in the District Board Room in Wheatland, Wyoming 
 

I.    CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to 
      join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Other Trustees in attendance were Travis Lockman, Tricia Sagner, Dustin Kafka,  
      Beth Hendon, Doug Wiggins, and Bob Catchpole.  Administrators in attendance were Superintendent Dennis Fischer, 
      Business Manager Joel McDaniel, and SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance were Tom Waring,  
      Vicki Begin, Cory Dziowgo, Sharon Swanson, Frank Jesse, Stanetta Twiford, and WHS Associate Principal  
      Josh Sandlian.  *For a complete list of other attendees, please scroll to the end of this document. 

II.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Lockman moved for approval of the agenda as amended, Sagner seconded,   
       motion passed. 

A. MINUTES – Minutes of February 20, 2017 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
B. CLAIMS    – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive. 

III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: Catchpole moved for approval of the consent agenda with additional 
       bills, Lockman seconded, motion passed. 
IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: Tera Kostelecky and Melissa Anderson reviewed information from the AdvancED   
       Conference they attended and shared plans to implement the information into the high school.  Chase Christensen   
       updated the audience on the FBLA State Conference that was attended last week and shared the results of that  
       conference. Many students have qualified for the National Competition to be held in Anaheim, CA. 
V.  VISITOR’S COMMENTS: Chairman Meyer invited visitor comments in accordance with Board Policies   

GBM (Staff Concerns and Grievances), GBM-R (Regulations for Staff Concerns and Grievances) and BDDH  
(Public Participation at Board Meetings).  Chairman Meyer spoke of accountability from everyone at PCSD#1   
challenging the attendees with getting back to the best learning atmosphere for the good of our students. Mr. Jeff Wallace 
spoke on behalf of parents and read aloud concerns with the lack of action on issues being presented to the Administrators. 
Dialogue began with input from the board and others in attendance.  There was no immediate resolution for the concerns 
expressed; however, the board invited attendees to future board meetings to continue the discussion.  Board members also 
invited attendees to participate in their work sessions offering an informal setting and less structured atmosphere. 

VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED:  
 A.  Old Business:   
 1.   None. 
 B.  New Business:             
 i.    District Business 

                1.  None. 
ii. Personnel 

1.  Approval of an extra-duty contract for Mick Cochran as WMS Head Boys Track Coach                                                    
The administration recommended the approval of an extra-duty contract for Mick Cochran as Wheatland Middle 
School Head Boys Track Coach. Lockman moved for approval, Catchpole seconded, motion passed. 
2.  Approval of an extra-duty contract for Cody Bohlander as WMS Assistant Track Coach 
The administration recommended the approval of an extra-duty contract for Cody Bohlander as Wheatland Middle  

               School Assistant Boys Track Coach.  Wiggins moved for approval, Catchpole seconded, motion passed.  
3.  Approval of Administrative and Other District Contracts  
The administration recommended the approval of the administrative and other district level contracts for the 2017-18 
school year.  Wiggins moved for approval, Hendon seconded, Chairman Meyer called for discussion at which time 
board clerk Lockman moved to amend the original motion to table the Administrative contracts for one week until 
March 27th at 7:00 pm, Sagner seconded.  Chairman Meyer called for discussion on amended motion.  Following 
discussion, a vote to table the contracts resulted in 3 voting to table and 4 voting to not table, motion failed.  Chairman 
Meyer then called for a roll call vote on the original motion which resulted in 5 ayes and 2 nays with the original 
motion passing. 
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 iii. District Policy Review  
1. BBE and BBE-E on First Reading  
The administration recommended the review of changes to School Board Policies BBE (Filling a School   
Board Vacancy) and BBE-E (Application for Appointment of School Board Trustee) on First Reading. 
Board Trustees will review policies before Second Reading next month. 
2. DJD-R on First Reading  
The administration recommended the review of changes to School Board Policy DJD-R (Bid Purchases) 
on First Reading.  Board Trustees will review policy before Second Reading next month. 

VII.  ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY:  
     a.   Reports:   
        i.  Update on School Facilities Division meeting – Business Manager Joel McDaniel updated the Board on his recent  

    meeting with the School Facilities Division in Cheyenne. 
ii.  Parks and Rec Agenda and Minutes for March – Agenda and Minutes are available in Google Drive. 
iii. Leadership & Governance Policy 2.6 (Instruction) for March – 3 surveys have been completed.  
iv. National School Board Annual Conference March 25-27, 2017 in Denver CO; http://www.nsba.org/conference  
Chairman Meyer, Vice-Chair Hendon, Clerk Lockman, and Trustee Kafka are attending. 

     v. Enrollment – The numbers remain steady.  
 
VIII. ADVANCED PLANNING    
                 a. Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be 2nd Monday, April 10, 2017 @7:00 pm in Wheatland.   

              b. Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be April 3, 2017 at 6:00 pm in Wheatland.                                              
            
IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
                     Wiggins motioned to adjourn, Hendon seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
X. GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM: 

 
Vicki Begin, West Principal, reported that during the past month there were two students that received the Taco John’s student 
of the week. Week of 3/6 was Derrick Sarad.  Derrick is a 5th grade student in Mrs. Skoog's class. He is a conscientious 
worker who attacks his assignments with thoroughness and rigor.  He gets his work done promptly and it is well done.  He 
helps his group stay focused on whatever task they have been assigned to do.   He is willing to step up to challenging situations 
because he knows learning can be hard work and hard work can lead to more learning.  He brings that same sense of 
responsibility to the jobs he signs up for in class. He commits to a job or project, and sees it through in a competent way.  
Week of 3/13 was Laynie Goertz.  Laynie is a 5th grade student in Mrs. Skoog's class.  She does such a nice job of following 
class rules, following directions, and sweetly helping her classmates to do the same.  She is a model of citizenship in the way 
that she handles her class work. It is wonderful to be in a group with her because she stays focused on the task and works hard 
to complete the work. This month, West had 27 5th grade students compete in the online Math CON Competition.  There were 
49,685 contestants nationwide that competed.  The top 576 students were selected as finalists and invited to go to the Math 
CON finals in Chicago. While we did not have any students selected to go to Chicago, we did have two students who placed in 
the 96th percentile nationally! As Mrs. Parker noted after seeing the sample test available for review before the challenge, 
“ranking in the 96th percentile is no small feat!” The two students that hit the 96% mark are Rory Winter and Simon May.  We 
want to congratulate them for their accomplishment! 3 West teachers; Paula Johnson, Cindy Amundson, and Alexis Riehl, 
participated in Core Training on Feb 28.  This was the last session of a training that the group has been attending with other 
elementary teachers from the district to become trainers on the five foundations of reading.  We hope to give this group some 
time during the summer to work on their own presentations for training staff next year on the five foundations.  On March 2, 
West held a concert to showcase musical selections presented by the West Singers and Band.  It was a great concert that was 
well attended. West PAWS testing is complete!  West would like to thank Lisa Halsey for all of the time that she put into 
organizing the testing.  On Mar 20, West held their annual Cultural Kaleidoscope.  On Mar 24, West students will be bussed to 
WMS to attend an assembly on bullying.  Presenters for the assembly are the Jline Dance Crew.  Thank you to Mr. Dziowgo 
and the staff at WMS for sharing this opportunity with West students.  On Mar 29, the fourth grade classes will present the 
Waxless Wax Museum.  This is truly an event to see.  For the event, each fourth grade student dresses as a historic figure in 
Wyoming History. The students then line up around the library. As the audience moves around the library from person to 
person, students are given the opportunity to present a short biography about their character.  You won’t want to miss 
this!  There will be two performance times, 2:15 PM and 6:00 PM.  The West Elementary Spring Book Fair is scheduled for 
Monday, April 3rd to Friday, April 7th. There are two special events planned during that week. On Tuesday, April 4th the 
Family Event is taking place and the book fair will be open until 8:30pm. Anyone visiting the book fair from 4:00 pm-8:30 pm 
can put their name in to win one of three book baskets. Clifford, the Big Red Dog will also be making a special appearance 
throughout the evening and the 3rd grade music program is also that night starting at 7 pm. On Thursday, April 6th all 
grandparents or special friends or family are invited to visit the book fair with the student during or after school or during 
recess times. Students who have a grandparent/special friend attend, will have a chance to put their name in to win a free book. 
To volunteer and help Sue Sluss with the book fair, call 322-4180 ext. 3035. Hope to see everyone there! 
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Frank Jesse, WHS Principal, reported that on Friday, March 17, the National Guard sponsored the assembly  
“Bring Your A Game to School” which featured extreme BMX bike riders.  The assembly addressed doing and giving your 
best effort at school.  Along with the message some crazy bike tricks were performed.  Students 6-12 attended the assembly. 
This past weekend, the WHS FBLA chapter competed in their culminating event.  The state competition features various 
performance events, as well as objective testing.  Our students performed quite well. In fact, 14 of 25 students qualified for 
Nationals. There were over 700 students at the competition; Wheatland was among the most awarded schools.  For the 
complete list of students and placings, please go to our Facebook page, District homepage or the Wheatland High School 
homepage.  The state indoor track meet was held in Gillette with our students competing for Laramie. The results are: Rachel 
Battershell; State Champion in the 55 hurdles, 2nd place in the 4x200 meter relay, 4th place in the 200 meters, 2nd place as a 
team, All State Selection. Roman Smith; 3rd place in the 200 meters, 5th place in the 55 meters, 3rd place in the 4x200 meter 
relay, 3rd place as a team. Lexi Hernandez; 6th place in the long jump, 2nd place as a team. Wrestling Regional results were: 
Wyatt Guty (1st), Ethan Read (4th), Seth Dewitt (4th), Kye Hicks (5th), Caleb Ockinga (6th), Haiden Moody (6th), Wyatt 
Crane (4th), Daniel Hutchins (3rd), Cody Cagle (4th) State results; Cody Cagle (6th). The girls’ basketball team placed 4th at 
regionals and qualified for the state tournament. The Academic Decathlon team were 2017 State Champions.  The team will 
compete at Nationals in Madison, Wisconsin in April.  Evan Bradley, Wheatland High School and Wheatland Middle School 
Band/Music Instructor, was able to attend the National Association for Music Education Northwest Region Professional 
Development Conference. Mr. Bradley was present at many sessions, which included topics such as assessment, engagement, 
use of technology, engaging students with special needs, jazz, choir, and composition. He was also able to see a number of 
phenomenal groups in concert. Mr. Bradley wishes to thank his principals, Superintendent Fischer, and the members of the 
PCSD#1 Board of Education who absorbed the expenses of the trip and made it possible for him to attend. While Mr. Bradley 
was in Bellevue for the conference, freshman Coleton Morgan (oboe), was working in rehearsals as a member of the 2017  
All-Northwest Band. He was 1 of only 10 oboists selected from 6 states to perform in this ensemble. Congratulations Coleton! 
Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, reported that on Wed, Feb 22nd, Chugwater hosted the District FFA Speech Contest. FFA 
members from Chugwater, Wheatland, Glendo, Southeast, and the newly formed Rawhide Chapter (Lusk) competed in Creed 
Speaking, Prepared Public Speaking, and Extemporaneous Speaking. Chugwater FFA had two Creed Speakers compete; 
Sabryna Schaffer and Nicole Sagner. Nicole qualified to move on to the Regional competition that was held in Lusk on March 
13th and placed the Regional Creed Speaker Co-Winner.  Nicole will now move on to compete at State FFA Convention to be 
held April 5-8th. Congratulations Nicole!  High school students celebrated Pi Day on March 14th, while grades 6th through 8th 
had to wait until March 17th for their celebration due to PAWS testing.  The English and Math classes joined together to test 
their knowledge of Pi-related vocabulary and trivia as well as listening to Pi stories and music. There were even some circular 
math problems that needed solving, and, of course, circular snacks that needed to be eaten.  The Chugwater elementary art 
students did excellent with their “Create an Ad” for the Platte County Record Times.  Joshua won first in Kindergarten with his 
Arby’s ad, Brayden Jacobsen won first place in first grade with his ad for the town of Glendo, and a Chugwater third grader 
won with their ad for Cinema West.  All members of the Chugwater FBLA and advisor had a great and productive time at 
Wyoming State FBLA Conference.  Six students from Chugwater and Glendo competed in challenging events Thursday and 
Friday.  On Saturday the awards program was livestreamed from Cheyenne Hills Church on YouTube by the Wyoming 
Department of Education. Winners from the Chugwater chapter were: Health Care Administration; Nicole Sagner 3rd; Word 
Processing; Nicole Sagner 2nd; Introduction to Business Presentation; RyeAnn Geschwell and Nicole Sagner 3rd. 
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported they have completed the PAWS testing at WMS and are completing the final  
make-up sessions. The finalization date is March 24.  On Friday, 3/17, WMS journeyed to the WHS for the National Guard: 
“Bring Your A Game BMX Assembly”. The students enjoyed the show and received some positive messages from the crew. 
Also on 3/17, WMS hosted the District History Day competition. This was Principal Dziowgo’s first History Day event and 
WMS students did not disappoint. They were eager to share with Principal Dziowgo their projects as well as present to the 
judges.  For all the results, please visit our Facebook page.  On March 24, the JLine Dance Crew will be coming to WMS (and 
WHS) to present their message about positivity and being successful. Mr. Jesse, Mr. Sandlian, and Mr. Dziowgo wanted to 
have a new medium to present these messages. Libbey will be attending the High School session at 9:30 am and West will 
attend the afternoon session at WMS scheduled for 1:00 pm. WMS is in the middle of reviewing their Academic Recognition 
process. WMS would like to celebrate their academic achievements and are making sure it fits the needs of their students. A 
survey will go out to teachers to discuss how to best meet these needs for our students. The Bulldog Broadcast is in the revival 
process. Principal Dziowgo will share those clips when they become available.  The WMS Behavior Rubrics and Data for the 
BEST program are all online now and the process has been going smoothly. This allows for us to accurately collect and 
analyze behavior data on our students in the BEST program. It has been a journey to get it all online but it is working out great! 
Stanetta Twiford, Glendo Principal, reported that there is a new heating and AC system installed in the oldest part of the 
school to replace the unusable boiler. The AC feature will help with the heat that has been a problem at certain times of the 
year in the upstairs classrooms. In light (no pun intended) of the upcoming Eclipse, Glendo students have taken the NASA 
challenge and calculated the area of the shadow that will be cast by the moon onto the earth during the August 21st Solar 
Eclipse.  Glendo will have two more seconds of totality than Casper! K-1 finished training on Cent$ible Nutrition with Mary 
Evans. K-1 will now begin their prep for Junior Park Ranger with activities provided by Dillon Hoyt from Glendo State Park.  
Second and third grade students have a special opportunity to see up close artifacts of Plains Indian History with the arrival of 
the mobile display from the Wyoming State Museum. 
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Sharon Swanson, Libbey Principal, reported that Kindergarten registration will be held on March 27, 28, and 29 from  
7:30-9:45 and 3:30-5:00 each day.  Parents are reminded to bring birth certificates and shot records when you register.   
On Apr 24 and 25, Kindergarten screening will be held at the old junior high building.  Appointments will be made during 
registration.  Congratulations to Mrs. Fitzwater, Libbey PE Instructor, for being awarded a grant to purchase a climbing wall 
for the Libbey Elementary gym.  Libbey is excited to see this added to their program. Libbey students participated in Jump 
Rope for Heart in February.  The kids had a lot of fun doing the activities.  Thanks to our helpers who came out to assist  
Mrs. Fitzwater.  Dental screenings were completed in February for Kindergarten students.  Referrals to the dentist were made 
for any student who indicated a need.  Mar 23rd will be Libbey’s 3rd quarter assembly at the WHS auditorium at 8:30 am.   
 
 
*Others in attendance were Chase Christensen, MK Burnett, Melissa Peasley, Lindsey Burke, Trista Teten, Kevin Teten,  
Lisa Halsey, Paula Johnson, Sharon Utter, Jeanette Wallace, Jeff Wallace, Linda Boughton, Katy Marquez, Ben Marquez,  
Tori Hendren, Joel McKee, Shari DeWitt, Nicole Jeffries, Amy Henthorne, Troy Votruba, Chrissy Linke-Dawson, Kit West, 
Krista West, Dan Harnish, Joe Hernandez Jr, Raynee Hernandez, Shana Bunker, Peggy Suko, Amanda Fry, Tamera Britz, 
Bill Britz, Piper Whitney, Ryan Amundson, Cindy Amundson, Melissa Anderson, Tera Kostelecky, Marina Hadley,  
Matt Hazen, Wade Utter, Jen Raser, Jen Stone, Chris Leathers, Karen Leathers, Leslie Boaz, Brian Boaz, and Craig James.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        CHAIRMAN       CLERK 


