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PLATTE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

BOARD AGENDA 
SCHOOL BOARD ROOM - WHEATLAND  

Regular Board Meeting – Monday, March 18, 2019 – 7:00 pm  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER* PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Other trustees in attendance were  
Travis Witt, Beth Hendon, Dustin Kafka, Tricia Sagner, and Dixie Mount via phone as a non-voting member.  Absent was 
Travis Lockman.  Administrators in attendance were Superintendent Dennis Fischer, Business Manager Charlie Cauffman, and 
SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance were Cory Dziowgo, Josh Sandlian, Shane Schaffner, Kathy Morsett, 
Tom Waring and WHS Associate Principal Cedric Philo.  Others in attendance were Elyse Rutherford, Ton Winter, and Brian 
Boaz.    
                         

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Hendon moved for approval of the agenda as amended with additional bills, Witt 
seconded, motion passed. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:  Sagner moved for approval of the consent agenda with minutes, claims, 
and additional bills, Kafka seconded, motion passed.  
A. MINUTES – Minutes of February 18, 2019 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
B.    CLAIMS – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive.   
       

IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: WHS senior Elyse Rutherford shared her recent travels beginning with her trip to the 2019 
All-Northwest Band, Wind Symphony, and Mixed Choir to Portland, Oregon in February.  Elyse was selected as 1 of 2 alto 
sax band competitors.  Elyse was the state winner of the VFW “Voices of Democracy” essay.  Elyse recited her winning “Why 
My Vote Matters” essay.  Elyse also shared the results of the Academic Decathlon contest held earlier that day where Wheatland 
took 1st place!   
 

V. VISITOR’S COMMENTS:  No visitor’s comments. 
 
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED: 

 
A. OLD BUSINESS 

        1.     None. 
B.  NEW BUSINESS  

i. District Business 
 1.    Approval of bid for Glendo bus parking lot project 
        The administration recommended the approval of a performance contract with the Wayne Coleman Construction  
        to upgrade the Glendo bus parking lot.  This project will be financed with funds already allocated by SFD (School  
        Facilities Department).  Improvements will include blacktop on other minor improvements.  Hendon moved for  
        approval, Sagner seconded, motion passed. 
 2.    Approval of financing bids for bus purchase 
        The administration recommended the approval of the low bid from Glacier Bank/First State Bank presented by  
        Business Manager Charlie Cauffman.  This financing will provide for the purchase of six new route and   
        activity buses which have a tentative delivery date of mid-April.  Witt moved for approval, Kafka seconded,  
        motion passed. 
 3.    Approval of Special Services Contract with Northwest Wyoming BOCES 
        The administration recommended the approval of a service contract with Northwest Wyoming BOCES to  
        provide special educational services for our students.  These services include tuition, room/board, therapy, and  
        a host of other educational services as needed.  Hendon moved for approval, Kafka seconded, motion passed.  
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        ii. Personnel       

                              1.   Approval of Administrative and other Non-Administrative Contracts 
                                    The administration recommended the approval of the enclosed administrative and other district contracts for the  
                                    2019-20 school year.  Contracts will be delivered with final salary amounts to be determined after salary schedules  
                                    are approved by the school board.  Sagner moved for approval, Witt seconded, motion passed. 
 

      iii.  Policy Review 
1. None for this month. 

 
VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY 

a.    Reports 
i. Leadership & Governance Policy 2.3 (Regulations) for March 

ii. Parks and Recreation Agenda and Minutes for March – Enclosed in board packet.  
iii. Enrollment – We are down by two this month. 
iv. NSBA 2019 in Philadelphia March 30–April 1 – Greg Meyer and Beth Hendon will attend. 

 
  VIII.     ADVANCED PLANNING 

a.  Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, April 8, 2019 at 7:00 pm in Wheatland. 
b.  Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at 6:00 pm in the Libbey music room. 

IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
     Hendon moved to adjourn, Kafka seconded, meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm   
                           
          X.  GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM:  

Kathy Morsett, Glendo Principal, reported on Friday, March 8th, Glendo students traveled to the Wheatland Power Plant 
and toured the facility to learn how electricity is generated. They then traveled to Wheatland Middle School to watch a 
presentation called Forward Motion BMX. Glendo FFA students traveled to Sheridan the first week in March for horse 
judging.  Glendo Jr. High sent three students to the state Science Fair in Laramie. Two of the students were also competing in 
the Agri-Science Fair.  While they were in the area, the FFA students also attended a stock and meat judging practice.  
 
Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, reported there are some upcoming important dates; March 18-22 is Spring Break; March 28 
will be the WHS Course Fair and Student Course request day; March 30 is the WHS Track Meet.  WHS hosted the 3A East 
Regional Basketball tournament.  Both the boys and girls teams played well.  The boys advanced to the state tournament as the 
East #2 seed. The WHS boys’ basketball team placed 4th at the state basketball tournament. The Academic Decathlon team 
competes this upcoming weekend in Casper at their state tournament.  The WHS production of Alice in Wonderland is Friday 
and Saturday, March 15th & 16th.  WHS had 2 FFA members that were Co-Champions in the District Creed Speaking 
contest.  Congratulations to Bobbi Jo Cordingly and Kaycee Hockley. 
 
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported that this school year, the Wheatland Middle School has been focusing on the math 
content and ensuring their students have the foundation for high achievement. They have partnered with the University of 
Wyoming’s math department with the help of Dr. Rick Kitchen. During the school year, they have been meeting, along with 
WHS, Glendo, and Chugwater’s math departments, and focusing on using models in the math classroom. This strategy is 
something that really assists students with their math skills development and allows for visualization of math concepts. There 
are multiple ways to approach math problems and using a model is a great skill to have if you are stuck on what the problem is 
asking. On Monday, March 11, teachers were able to work in classrooms with WMS students in all grade levels to see how 
they approach fraction problems. The situation could have been overwhelming for our students with all the adults that were in 
the classroom but our students kept moving right along. Their willingness to share their work with adults and also with their 
peers was outstanding. They were not hesitant to show their thinking or accept suggestions from their peers. There are two 
more days left for this professional development at the end of the year and we hope to see great results from this process.  One 
of the goals of the Wheatland Middle School is to expose students to numerous activities they can enjoy. One of Mrs. Brittany 
West’s Enrichment classes is titled Cake Decorating. The students enrolled in this quarter long enrichment come up with a 
design that they have to plan and create during this time. The students never cease to produce creative and high-quality products! 
We are amazed by their skill level and creativity. Just another way that our students are “Reaching the PEAK”! Go Bulldogs!!  
On the third Wednesday of the month, Wheatland Middle School Bulldogs assemble in their Bulldog Families. These groups 
of students work on various projects to help with their total educational experience. This past Bulldog Family, students and 
family leaders worked on Digital Citizenship. This is an ever-growing need for our students as they are growing up in the 
Digital Age. Students were able to understand why they need to monitor their internet usage and what they post online. We 
hope that this topic is also discussed at home as well as their footprint is an important part of society. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact the Wheatland Middle School. 
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Shane Schaffner, Libbey Principal, reported the kindergartners, “Jump Rope for Heart” was a huge success this year! A big 
thank you to all the students who participated and the families who supported them! For the past few weeks, Kindergarteners 
have had the opportunity to begin learning about entomology. The students have enjoyed learning about various types of insects 
and why our planet needs bugs. The Kindergarteners have had the opportunity to learn in depth about specific types of insects 
such as: ladybugs, butterflies, ants, and bees.  During math instruction, students are learning about decomposing numbers less 
than or equal to 10 through the use of manipulatives and drawings. In addition, the students must record the number sentence 
which matches the equation. Each kindergarten student participated in Dr. Seuss week. It was fun to read the tongue twister 
books. They made crafts and food to go with different Dr. Seuss books. Everyone had a blast learning about one of children’s 
all-time favorite author’s Theodor Seuss Geisel. To celebrate National Reading Month, the Libbey P.T.O. group generously 
purchased a copy of The Little Go Exploring for every student at Libbey Elementary.  Libbey is excited to be promoting family 
reading and encourage each family to read and enjoy it throughout the month of March. Be on the lookout in your child’s mail 
for more details to be coming home soon about this great book. Thank you, P.T.O.!  The third quarter ended on Fri, March 8th, 
and the first graders finished their reading unit on families.  Please remember to log on to PowerSchool to view your child’s 
report card and read the comments that your child’s teacher writes.  As we look to the fourth quarter, we will have several 
things to look forward to.  First grade will be putting on a musical called Bugz.  This musical will take place on Thursday, 
April 4th at 6:30pm at the high school auditorium.  Notes will be coming home about costumes.  Also, if your child has a part 
in the play, we will send it home.  Please get your costume clothes to school and help your child with their parts.  In math they 
are learning about telling time and using data to answer questions.  They will continue to work on their fact fluency with the 
goal for fourth quarter being subtraction from 18.  Flashcard practice at home is encouraged. In reading they will begin their 
final unit on plants.  During the month of March we will be having a book challenge.  Each child will receive the book The 
Littles Go Exploring.  Please read and discuss this book at home with your child and complete one final activity for this 
book.  Second grade is finishing up their work with Jobs in Our Community, and have enjoyed learning about many different 
jobs in our community and around the world.  After spring break they will begin learning about symbols of our country.  In 
math they have been learning about adding and subtracting three-digit numbers.  Learning how to regroup with three-digits and 
alternating from addition to subtraction is a challenging skill to master, but everyone is working hard!  On Monday, March 4th 
we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday!  Students were able to participate in different activities in each second grade teacher’s 
classroom.  Fun was had by all!  March also brings National Reading Month!  The PTO is helping us celebrate by giving every 
student in the school the book The Littles Go Exploring.  We encourage everyone to read this book as a family at home.  Please 
check the Un-Homework for different activities!  THANK YOU PTO!!!  March Greetings from the Libbey Counselor! 
Throughout January and February, we have continued our learning about managing emotions and diversity/multiculturalism. 
During March, we will be moving into our problem-solving unit, which will involve students learning skills to improve social 
competence and handle interpersonal conflicts effectively. Critical thinking skills are extremely important to social and 
emotional learning, as this can support kids to solve his/her own problems successfully. Be sure to keep up with the Second 
Step home links to reinforce what your child is learning and have a fantastic Spring Break! 
 
Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, reported Peak High School students continue to excel by finishing coursework 
throughout the semester.  Peak High School will celebrate four students graduating at the April 8 School Board Meeting.  This 
meeting will be in the WHS Auditorium at 7 p.m. 
 
Vicki Begin, West Elementary Principal, reported on Feb 26, the West PTO sponsored Donuts for Dudes.  The event was 
well attended.  It is always a joy to have the parents and grandparents of our students in our school.  Students were proud to 
present their fathers with a special picture frame that was made during art class.  A special thanks to Lisa Young for helping 
students with these projects. West hosted a reading training on Feb 27 for the new district reading program.  Teachers from the 
district who work with grades three, four, and five were in attendance.  The purpose of the training was to provide further 
guidance to teachers on strategies for addressing the reading and writing needs of individual students and small groups. The 
students in Mrs. Amundson’s 4th grade class used their class reward points to have a special tea party.  Dressed as characters 
from Alice in Wonderland, the students worked to answer riddles to solve a wonderland mystery. Third grade students under 
the direction of Mrs. Collins presented their annual music program on Mar 7. Those in attendance had a wonderful time 
watching and listening to students as they sang and danced. There are several events that will take place at West during the 
Week of Mar 25.  West would like to invite school board members and other stakeholders to attend these special activities.  On 
Mar 26, 4th grade will present the Waxless Wax Museum from 6:15-7:00 pm.  The awards assembly for third quarter will be 
held on Mar 27 at 1:00 pm.  On Mar 28, students will attend the Cultural Kaleidoscope assembly program.  This year students 
will learn about Russia.  The all school assembly will begin at 8:45 AM.  Each grade level will then attend a presentation for 
their grade level during the day.  During the past month, there were two groups of students nominated for Taco John’s student 
of the week.  The names of each of the students for February and March will be placed in a drawing for one of nine Taco John’s 
certificates that are to be presented during the third quarter awards assembly. 
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Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, reported that Megan Sagner placed 3rd at the State Science Fair.  Congratulations Megan! 
The Middle Level FBLA Spring Leadership Conference of Wyoming was held on Mar 5 in Casper at the Ramkota Inn.  The 
conference opened with a presentation and group activity on “Creating a Personal Mission Statement.  The presentation and 
activities were led by Maddie Curry, former FBLA state officer and recent University of Wyoming graduate.  Members worked 
on their personal mission statement first individually, then sharing with a partner, and finally with the entire audience.  Members 
then spent 90 minutes taking objective tests as part of the competitive events.  After a fabulous Pasta Bar lunch, awards were 
presented.  Chugwater members received the following awards: 6th Ethan Van Why; 2nd Website & Multimedia.   7th Megan 
Sagner; 1st Elevator Speech, 1st FBLA Facts, 1st Career Explorations, 2nd Computer Applications, and 3rd Digital Citizenship. 
Luke Redding; 2nd Elevator Speech, 4th Computer Applications.  8th Allie Van Why; 1st Computer Applications, 3rd Elevator 
Speech, and 3rd FBLA Facts. 4th and 5th grade are studying the Mountain Man, Civil War, Oregon Trail, Colonial Times, and 
Plains Indians.   Mr. and Mrs. Kernan brought in some clothes, skins, and trinkets from the era for students to look view.  
Chugwater 4th and 5th graders started a unit on Wyoming Plains Indians.  They were able to explore artifacts in a living history 
trunk on loan from the Wyoming State Museum.  They also invited the 7th grade Wyoming History class down to share in the 
experience of the trunk.  The 4th and 5th graders shared information they had learned so far about the Native Americans in 
Wyoming.  In turn, the 7th graders, who had just finished up their Plains Indians Unit shared the extended knowledge they had 
learned.  4th and 5th graders are extending this activity by researching and presenting facts and information about one of the 
five Plains Indian groups who made their home in Wyoming.   A Mountain Man Trunk will be arriving in March.  The Platte 
County Record Times sponsored create an ad contest for their paper.  Savannah Eslick was the 2nd grade winner.  Lily Hogan 
was the 5th grade winner in Platte County.  They also did a coloring contest during FFA week and Beck Westerman won for 
the K-1st grade, Naomi Castillo won for the 2nd-3rd grade and Dawn Logan won for the 4th-5th grade.  Excellent artistic work 
elementary art students! 
 
Executive Session Minutes 
On Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 4:02 pm, Hendon moved to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel, Lockman 
seconded.  Board of Trustees reviewed the three superintendent candidate interviews.  Motion to adjourn Executive Session at 
5:55 pm by Dixie Mount, second by Tricia Sagner.  Motion to adjourn from special meeting by Beth Hendon and second by 
Travis Witt.   
 

 Executive Session Minutes  
On Monday, March 11, 2019, the special board meeting adjourned at 6:06 pm and went into executive session to discuss 
personnel. Motion to adjourn special meeting by Beth Hendon and Second by Dustin Kafka.  Board members and 
Superintendent discussed personnel items for upcoming board meeting.  Executive Session adjourned at 7:47 pm.  Motion to 
adjourn executive session by Beth Hendon and Second by Travis Lockman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        CHAIRMAN       CLERK 


