
BOARD BRIEF 
ON THE SAME PAGE 

Platte County School District #1 Board of Trustees held their regular meeting February 19, 2018 
in the District Board Room in Wheatland, WY 

 
I.    CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to  
      join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Other Trustees in attendance were Travis Lockman, Beth Hendon, MK Burnett,  
      Dustin Kafka, and Bob Catchpole.  Absent was Tricia Sagner.  Administrators in attendance were Superintendent  
      Dennis Fischer, Business Manager Joel McDaniel, and SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance were  
      Vicki Begin, Tom Waring, Shane Schaffner, Cory Dziowgo, Josh Sandlian, and Associate Principal Cedric Philo.   
      Others in attendance were Joel McKee, Rebecca Velikaneye, Melissa Peasley, Ton Winter, Dacotah Morgan, and  
      Coleton Morgan. 
II.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Burnett moved for approval of the agenda as amended with additional bills,  
      Hendon seconded, motion passed.     
III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:  Catchpole moved for approval of the consent agenda with minutes and  
       claims and additional bills, Lockman seconded, motion passed. 

 
MINUTES – Minutes of January 15, 2018 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
CLAIMS – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive. 

 
IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, introduced Coleton Morgan and Dacotah Morgan as 2 of  
     the 5 students that attended All State Music in January in Evanston, WY.  Results for the group are as follows: Amelia  
     Winter (Choir), Hannah Nelson (first chair Bari Sax), Elyse Rutherford (Alto Sax), Coleton Morgan (first chair Oboe),  
     Dacotah Morgan (Viola).  WHS also wanted to recognize that Amelia and Dacotah are 3 time All State selections and  
     Hannah and Coleton are 2 time All State selections.  
V.  VISITOR’S COMMENTS: None. 
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED: 
 A.  Old Business:  
 1.   None.  
 B.  New Business:             
  i.   District Business 
1. Approval of Special Services Agreement for Student with Disabilities 
The administration recommended the approval of a service contract with JEMS (Juvenile Extensive Management  
Services) to provide special educational services for our students.  These services include counseling, parent  
counseling, and other educational services as needed.  Hendon moved for approval, Burnett seconded, motion passed. 
2. Approve Banks in Platte County; First State Bank, Platte Valley Bank, and Bank of the West as Depositories 
The administration recommended approval of First State Bank, Platte Valley Bank, and Bank of the West as  
depositories for the various funds.  Business Manager Joel McDaniel was on hand to explain further how these  
depositories are used by Platte County School District #1.   
3. Approve 2018-2019 School Calendar 
The administration recommended the approval of the 2018-19 school calendar.  The calendar meets the state  
 requirements of 175 student days and 185 teacher days.  The calendar committee created two options for next year  
 and a survey was taken to determine stakeholder feedback.  The option recommended meets district goals of having  
 students prepared for state testing requirements, a strong beginning and end to the school year, and effective use of  
 professional development days. 
ii.    Personnel – None. 
iii.   District Policy Review – None 
VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY:  
     a.   Reports:   
            i.  Leadership & Governance Policy 2.2 (Policies) for February –  Five completions to date. 
           ii.  2018 Legislative Forum Sun, Feb 25th, and Mon, Feb 26th at Cheyenne Little America – Vicki secured attendance. 
          iii.  Enrollment – Numbers reveal that we are down by four. 
          iv.  Parks and Recreation Agenda for February – Enclosed in board packet.   
VIII. ADVANCED PLANNING    
                          a.  Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, Mar 19, 2018 at 7:00 pm in Wheatland. 

            b.  Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be  Mar 12, 2018 in Wheatland at 6:00 pm               
 IX. ADJOURNMENT 
                                Lockman moved for adjournment, Catchpole seconded, meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm    
X. GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM:   
 

Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, reported WHS recently completed the winter interim WY-TOPP assessment and the 
practice ACT test.  Freshmen and sophomores completed the WY-TOPP test to become familiar with the new testing 
platform.  The data they received will allow them to identify areas to prepare students for the state-wide testing window 
later this spring.  Juniors from WHS, Glendo, and Chugwater completed the practice ACT last week.  WHS should receive 
test scores in about 10 days.  This data will also allow students to identify areas to study before the state-wide testing day 
on Apr 3rd.  WHS is choosing the paper/pencil version of the assessment even though an electronic version is available 
this year.  The goal for WHS is to continue to meet an average composite score of 21. This week is “Make-A-Wish” week 
sponsored by the WHS Student Council.  The whole goal is to make money to help provide wishes for students.  So far, 
the Student Council has earned $900 of their $2500 goal.  There are still activities to come this week. Governor Mead 
declared the week of Feb 11-17 as “Random Acts of Kindness” week.  WHS is encouraging students and staff to spread 
acts of kindness during this week.  WHS will be heading to regional wrestling this weekend in Worland.   



The WHS Student Council blood drive is Feb 22nd from 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Cindy Arnold contacted Mr. Hancey, WHS 
Art Instructor, a few weeks ago wanting to do a logo contest for her new business, Natural Reflections (formerly Celtic 
Willow.) He used it as an opportunity to teach and strengthen the Yearbook Class’s design foundation. They spent a day 
or two reviewing the qualities of a good logo and learning about what a successful logo actually is. They also talked as a 
class with Cindy regarding what she wanted and envisioned for the logo. The class then spent a week working on 
creating a quality logo. Once finished with the logo design, they presented it in a real life application example, and sent it 
to Cindy.  The winning logo was designed by Haylee Kenison and Cindy awarded her with $75!   
Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, reported that Megan Sagner won first place and Allie Van Why won second place in 
their categories at the district science fair. Both competed in the regional science fair in Casper on Feb 3rd and both 
represented Chugwater middle school. They each did very well and both won first place and best in show in their 
categories. Both will be competing in the state science fair in Laramie on Mar 4-6. Members of the Chugwater Middle 
Level FBLA attended the ML Spring Leadership Conference on Feb 1, 2018 in Casper Wyoming.  Allie VanWhy, Jaydon 
Hyatt and Megan Sagner competed in both computer and objective tests and were successful.  Jaydon won first place in 
both Word Processing II, and Spreadsheet Applications.  Megan won first place in FBLA Facts and third place in Word 
Processing I.  All three members were recognized for their participation in the FBLA Online Tournament during the 
months of December and January.  All Chugwater High School students participated in the American Dream Essay 
Contest sponsored by the Boys’ and Girls’ Club of Wyoming. The first place winner, Nicole Sagner, will receive $300.00 
and a night’s lodging in Casper to attend the state awards luncheon to be held in Casper on Apr 15.  Glenda Heckel won 
second place, and will win $200.00, while Cyndee Fortik won third place and will receive $100.00.  Mrs. Langston, 
Chugwater English/Language Arts teacher, wants to thank all of the students who participated, and the staff members 
who volunteered their time to judge. 
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported that Wheatland Middle School has been encouraging acts of kindness for 
National Kindness Week. Students were given a list of 50 random acts of kindness and challenged to see how many they 
could complete in 4 days. WMS had a great response from their students and have witnessed the kindness spread out into 
our community. WMS is proud to report that their students completed 428 acts of kindness this week, with a single 
student, Neveah Kuebel, completing the most at 161!  WMS science fair students participated in the Regional Science Fair 
in Casper on Feb 3rd. Twenty six WMS students will be continuing on to State Science Fair. Also, Lupita Perez was Best of 
Show with her project, Sleep Patterns Associated with Alzheimer's Diagnosis.  Alice came to Wheatland! On Feb 9th, Mrs. 
Birt and the Drama students performed Alice @ Wonderland. The play was sponsored by Marge Scholten and Grandma's 
Attic, allowing the community free admission! The kids rehearsed every day for 5 weeks and did not disappoint!  
Vicki Begin, West Principal, reported that on Feb 2, West students were bussed to WHS to watch the presentation of 
Aesop's fables presented by the WHS drama dept. What a fun activity.  Thanks WHS drama for inviting the West 
students!  On Feb 9, two students from WHS visited with West students about their project to collect donations for the 
“Make a Wish” foundation.  All West students were asked to participate in the Wyoming Agriculture in the Classroom 
bookmark creation project.  During art class, each student planned, then created a bookmark that illustrated their 
interpretation of Wyoming’s resources.  The bookmarks were sent to Cheyenne at the end of first semester.  The winning 
bookmarks, to be announced in early April, will be printed by the thousands and distributed all over the United States to 
promote Wyoming. To show their appreciation, WAITC sent every student who participated in the project a thank you 
gift of a fidget spinner!!  During the month of February, the fifth grade team hosted the Academic Olympics! Their 
opening ceremony was on Feb 8th and students were entertained by their own 5th Grade Band students directed by Mrs. 
Collins. Their first event was the Vocabulary Pentathlon: Frayer Model Team Event, Collecting Words from Literature, 
Making Words Race, and Scrabble Slam. Other Olympic events included: Math Facts Event - Multiplication, Division, 
Mixed Practice; variety of events planned by individual classroom teachers.  On Feb14, fifth grade students and their 
teachers took a trip to the Fort Collins Museum of Discover.  There were a number of parents that attended as chaperones. 
The students had a great time! The teachers were commended on the behavior of the students. Farm Bureau is sponsoring 
their annual “Ag Books for Kids 2018” contests. The week of Feb 12th, Mrs. Sluss read the book, “Ranching-It’s All About 
Family” to the 3rd and 4th grade classes and then handing out information for the 3rd grade to participate in a poster 
contest and the 4th grade to create a letter to rancher on how they feel agriculture is important to them. The deadline to 
submit these items to Mrs. Sluss will be Mar 22nd.  Gift cards and a copy of the book will be given to the statewide 
winners by the Young Farmer & Rancher Committee of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. The 5th grade will discuss 
how agriculture impacts their daily lives and also learn a variety of facts on agriculture including taking a farm 
vocabulary quiz to test their knowledge.  On Feb 16, West was filled with contractors who were collecting information 
about the school in order to bid on the HVAC construction project.  During the past month, there were three groups of 
students nominated for Taco John’s student of the week.  The names of each of the students for Dec were placed in a 
drawing for one of nine Taco John’s certificates that will be presented during the third quarter awards assembly. 
Shane Schaffner, Libbey Principal, reported that on Feb 6th, Libbey Elementary enjoyed a fun family event where they 
played Bingo for Books and ate popcorn. The books were donated by the Family Literacy Program. Every student was 
entered to win a $20 gift certificate to the book fair. The winners of the $20 gift certificates were Connor Goertz, Kellen 
Gore and Brook Caswell. Every student in attendance left with at least one free book! The book fair was open late and 
enjoyed by many! Libbey enjoyed seeing many families working together to read their sight word bingo cards!  On Feb 
15th at 6:30 pm, the second grade music program was held at the WHS Auditorium. On Feb 23rd, the Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten celebrated reading month with a variety of activities.  Mrs. Fitzwater, Libbey PE Instructor, will be 
running the Jump Rope for Heart event on Feb 28th at the Old Junior High. On Mar 20th, the University of Wyoming 
Literacy Research Center and Clinic team will be visiting Libbey.  Libbey teachers continue working through the process 
of evaluating ELA texts from a variety of companies. 
Kathy Morsett, Glendo Principal, reported that the Glendo FBLA Chapter has 2 students, Clay Ayers and Sebastian 
Stevenson, who have taken 2 preliminary tests and are preparing for the State Leadership Conference to be held Mar 15 – 
17. The students will be participating in: Help Desk, Cyber Security, Word Processing, Business Law, and Computer 
Problem Solving.  The State Conference will be held on the UW Campus, College of Business for the first time!  Glendo 
FFA has met their goal in raffle ticket sales for the Trager Grill and a Yeti Cooler.  The raffle drawing is scheduled for Mar 
9th.  Good Luck to all the ticket holders.  FFA Week is scheduled for Tues, Feb. 20 through Fri, Feb. 23rd.  District FFA 
Speech Contest is scheduled for Wednesday.  Glendo will be hosting 6 schools for the event.  The week will end with the 
annual staff vs students volleyball game.  Glendo students Kloe Huseas and Tess Palen are participating in the State 
Literacy Council Young Authors competition.  Glendo PTO is sponsoring Pastries with Parents Fri, Feb. 23rd at 7:30 a.m. 
in the cafeteria.    


