
BOARD BRIEF 
PLATTE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

BOARD AGENDA 
SCHOOL BOARD ROOM - WHEATLAND  

Regular Board Meeting – Monday, February 18, 2019 – 7:00 pm  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER* PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Other trustees in attendance were  
Travis Lockman, Travis Witt, Dixie Mount, Beth Hendon, Dustin Kafka, and Tricia Sagner.  Administrators in attendance were 
Superintendent Dennis Fischer, Business Manager Charlie Cauffman, and SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance 
were Cory Dziowgo, Vicki Begin, Josh Sandlian, Tracy de Ryk, Shane Schaffner, Kathy Morsett, Tom Waring and WHS Associate 
Principal Cedric Philo.  Others in attendance were Tanda Hicks, Anita Iacovetto, Gwendolyn Bolin, Stefanie Anderson, Claire 
Peasley, Darrel Harris, Melissa Peasley, Becky Miller, Kathy Garton, Cindy Amundson, and Ton Winter. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Lockman moved for approval of the agenda as amended, Kafka seconded, motion 
passed. 

III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:  Sagner moved for approval of the consent agenda with minutes, claims, 
additional bills, and donations and gifts, Witt seconded, motion passed.  
A. MINUTES – Minutes of January 21, 2019 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
B.    CLAIMS – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive. 
C. DONATIONS/GIFTS:  Matt Hazen, WHS Industrial Tech Instructor, and Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, 
              submitted the 2018-19 Workforce Discovery Grant and were awarded $12,000.00 from the Wyoming Department of  
              Education to support the industrial arts program.            

IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: Kathy Garton reported on the Greg Garton Scholarship, which has funding for two $500.00 
scholarships.  Claire Peasley shared her experiences from All State Music and All State Jazz.  Claire was selected as All-State 
Jazz/Choir Band Pianist. 

V. VISITOR’S COMMENTS:  No visitor’s comments. 
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED: 

A.  OLD BUSINESS    
                              1.  None. 

B.  NEW BUSINESS  
i. District Business 
 1.    Approval of Special Services Contract with Northeast Wyoming BOCES 
        The administration recommended the approval of a service contract with Northeast Wyoming BOCES to  
        provide special educational services for our students.  These services include counseling, therapy, and other    
        educational services as needed.  Hendon moved for approval, Lockman seconded, motion passed. 
 2.    Approval of Special Services Contract with Red Top Meadows 
        The administration recommended the approval of a service contract with Red Top Meadows to provide special  
         educational services for our students.  These services include counseling, Special Education services and  
         educational services as needed.  Hendon moved for approval, Sagner seconded, motion passed. 
 3.    Approval of Local Banks as Depositories 
        The administration recommended approval of First State Bank, Platte Valley Bank, and Bank of the West as 
        depositories for the various funds.  Business Manager Charlie Cauffman was on hand to explain further how             
        these depositories are used by Platte County School District #1.  Mount moved for approval, Kafka seconded,  
        motion passed.  
 4.     Approval of 2019-2020 School Calendar 
         The administration recommended the approval of the 2019-20 school calendar.  The calendar meets the state  
         requirements of 175 student days and 185 teacher days.  The calendar committee created two options for next  
         year and a survey was taken to determine stakeholder feedback.  The option recommended meets district goals  
         of having students prepared for state testing requirements, a strong beginning and end to the school year, and  
         effective use of professional development days.  Lockman moved for approval, Hendon seconded, motion passed. 
5.     Approval of Venture Technologies as E-Rate Service Provider 
         Platte County School District #1 utilizes E-rate funding provided by Universal Service Administrative Co.  
         (USAC) to purchase eligible items of Category 1 (internet) and Category 2 (network) at a discounted price.   
         The State of Wyoming provides Category 1 on behalf of the district.  PCSD#1 leverages Category 2 to  
         periodically replace and upgrade network equipment.  This year we are electing to upgrade wireless access  
         points to a “high” density version to ensure that our local network is not a bottleneck.  Witt moved for  
         approval, Lockman seconded, motion passed. 
ii. Personnel       

                             1.  Approval of certified contract for Lori Britton as WHS Science Educator 
                                  The administration recommended the approval of a teaching contract for Lori Britton.  Ms. Britton will serve as a  
                                  Science teacher at the Wheatland High School.  This is a replacement position for Mr. Fox.  Hendon moved for  
                                  approval, Kafka seconded, motion passed. 
              iii. Policy Review 

1. Approval of policy IKE (Promotion and Retention of Students) on Second Reading 
          The administration recommended approval of Policy IKE (Promotion and Retention of Students) on second 
           reading. Kafka moved for approval, Mount seconded, motion passed. 

VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY 
a.    Reports 

i. Leadership & Governance Policy 2.2 (Policies) for February  
ii. Parks and Recreation Agenda and Minutes for February 

iii. Enrollment – The numbers are down by 16 students. 
  VIII.     ADVANCED PLANNING 

a.  Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, March 18, 2019 at 7:00 pm in Wheatland. 
b.  Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be Monday, March 11, 2019 at 6:00 pm in the WMS Media Center. 

    IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
     Hendon moved to adjourn, Sagner seconded, meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm    



                
            X.  GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM:  

Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, reported on February 19 there will be a parent meeting at 6 p.m. in the library. WHS had 5 students  
(Colby Beaman, Anna Cecil, Coleton Morgan, Gabe Plante, and Dacotah Morgan) receive Wyoming All State Music awards and 1 student (Claire Peasley) receive 
a Wyoming All State Jazz award.  The WHS Music Dept. attended the Kinser Jazz Festival at the beginning of February. WHS is pleased to have Clayton Iacovetto 
and Wyatt Crane sign letters of intent to play football for Chadron State. WHS recently celebrated Military Appreciation Night and our local veterans and active 
military were recognized between basketball games. This week is Make a Wish week at WHS.  Student Council is encouraging students to donate to a tremendous 
cause to make awareness of children in need.  WHS 10th grader Bailey Fitzwater had a poem published.  Congratulations Bailey! The graduation rate for WHS for 
the 2017-2018 cohort was 94%, which will put WHS at the Exceeding Target range for the next WAEA report in the fall 2019.  WHS wrestling will be headed to 
regional wrestling in Rawlins this weekend, Feb 16.  WHS is hosting 3A East Regional basketball on Feb. 28-Mar. 2. 
Kathy Morsett, Glendo Principal, reported On Saturday Feb 2, four Glendo students qualified for the Wyoming State Science Fair by placing in the top three of 
their categories at the Regional Science Fair in Casper. The Wyoming State Science Fair will be held in Laramie, WY March 3-5.  In the category of mathematics, 
Anjulina Kowlok received first place with her project Fibonacci Sequence and was best of show in her division. Tess Palen placed second in the category of animal 
science with her project Dirty Little Secrets. Last year Tess received a first place award at the state competition with her project Just the Fats, Ma’am. Tyler Sanborn 
placed second in the category of robotics with his project Holy Hydraulics. Tanner Buller placed third in the category of microbiology with his project Bacteriology. 
These four students will be traveling by bus with other Chugwater and Wheatland qualifiers on Sunday, Mar 3 to Laramie to compete in the Wyoming State Science 
Fair. Congratulations to all competitors. In addition, a big shout out to the PTO for supplying drinks and snacks for all the student competitors. Two Glendo FBLA 
students, Clay Ayers and Sebastian Stevenson, scored well on their online tournament tests and will be competing at the Wyoming State Leadership Conference at 
the College of Business in Laramie on Mar 21-23. Approximately 650 Wyoming students involved in FBLA will be attending.  Glendo FFA has been very busy 
this year.  Students assisted with the Chariot Races held Jan 25-26 by taking tickets and bids.  Four Glendo students: Brook Sanborn, Jessica Miller, Jaiden Meredith 
and Ally Meier will be traveling to Lusk this week to compete in the District Speech Competition. Tess Palen and Tyler Sanborn will be presenting at the Agriscience 
Fair in Laramie on Mar 4.   Mr. Edelman, Glendo Voc Ag Instructor is doing an excellent job working in a co-curricular fashion with the English and Math teachers 
to demonstrate practical application of their FFA instruction. Origen Beef donated an AI Kit and supplies to the three district agriculture programs that will 
supplement the AI simulation cow purchased by district Perkins money.  
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported that between the past January Board Meeting and the February Board Meeting, the WMS Science students have been 
hard at work. On Feb 2, the WMS students (along with Glendo and Chugwater students) traveled to sunny Casper, WY, to compete in the Regional Science Fair. 
Students were able to set up their boards and present their topics to the judges. When the dust settled, thirty-two PCSD #1 students are heading to the State 
Competition at UW on Mar 3-5. WMS is looking forward to bringing home some State Honors from this final trip. If you would like additional information, please 
visit the WMS Website and look under News.  On Feb 12, WMS put on a production of Pecos Bill and Slue Foot Sue Meet the Dirty Dan Gang under the direction 
of Mrs. MaryJo Birt. The students put in numerous hours on this production, creation of props, and rehearsals to ensure that the crowd was entertained. There were 
71 drama fans in attendance and were treated to a free show, thanks to the contributions of Grandma’s Attic. These students put on two performances, including a 
matinee for their peers and teachers. It is wonderful to see the WMS students performing at high levels outside of the classroom. The Boys’ Basketball Program is 
finishing this weekend with Conference Tournaments in Torrington (7th Grade) and Douglas (8th Grade). All of the coaches have the boys ready to roll and 
expectations are high for the boys to perform well. 
Shane Schaffner, Libbey Principal, reported Libbey kicked off the month with a great Book Fair! Thank you to Mrs. May for setting up and coordinating this 
excellent event. Thank you families for coming to school and getting excited about books with your students. Reading at home is a huge piece to your student’s 
success. Our next big event is the Kids Heart Challenge on Feb 28 at the Old Jr High with all students participating. Pre-K will celebrate “I Love Reading Month” 
and will have many guest readers from the community come in and read to their class. The best part will be on Feb. 22 when their grandparents come to school and 
celebrate reading with them.  Libbey has met their 100 Book Challenge and has begun a new one! They continue to work with letter names and sounds. In math, 
they are continuing with teen numbers. For kindergarten reading, they continue to enjoy learning about ecology and will soon finish this unit! Their next unit will 
focus on entomology. They will be learning about the “Wild World of Bugs,” as well as different types of bugs, such as insects, social insects, spiders, and why 
we need bugs.  Students have enjoyed learning and reading about different ecosystems and writing about what they learned! They continue to learn and practice 
their Power Words, which will help them become better readers! Please continue to practice power words and read with your child at home. For math, they continue 
to work on their understanding of addition and subtraction. They will continue to practice these important skills throughout the month of February, so that our 
students have a solid understanding of these skills. The goal for the third quarter is for students to be able to write their numbers 0-20 correctly. They will also be 
practicing writing their numbers correctly, so the students can be proficient with this skill. 1st grade is celebrating February as the month of LOVE!  Many 1st grade 
students have reached over 200 and 300 steps already!  Reading steps are recorded for each 15 minutes students have spent time reading, being read to, study Power 
Words, etc.   They love to learn about family as they are studying family in this unit in reading!  They enjoy learning about adding and subtracting 10’s and 1’s.  
This next quarter assembly will be on Thurs, Mar 7, and awards will be presented for subtraction fact fluency from 10 as well as addition fact fluency!  They look 
forward to class pictures so dress fancy on Feb 20!  2nd grade had a successful 100th day celebration!  Libbey and West students were able to collect and donate 
over 20 boxes of food to our local Food Bank! Second graders continue to learn about and research jobs in our community.  They have enjoyed learning what it 
takes to be good at different jobs and how different professions help our community.  We look forward to having guest readers during the month of February from 
various professions in our community.  Our third quarter goal is to be at 375 steps!  In Math, they just finished learning about place value to 1,000.  They also 
continue to focus on math fact fluency.  Students are working at their own pace on addition, subtraction and mixed facts.  Family Math Night was a “Dino-Mite” 
success! Families enjoyed playing math games together and checking out the book fair! Every Libbey student in attendance had the opportunity to win a $10 gift 
certificate to the book fair. The lucky winners were Brody Dean and Bailey Tatro!  Libbey secretary, Kara Sandlian, reports they have had a great time this year 
with morning announcements.  Each student in 2nd grade has had a chance to read the announcements over the intercom and they are making their way through 
1st grade currently!  Everyone loves listening to the kids’ voices every morning letting them know a funny joke, a cool science fact, what is for lunch, and leading 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance! There are some great readers at Libbey Elementary School!  The Libbey Lost & Found is OVERFLOWING so contact Kara 
Sandlian and see if anything belongs to your student.  
Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, reported Peak High School students continue to finish courses to meet their goals towards graduation.  Mrs. Becker 
and Mrs. Haden are working with the students within the WhyTry curriculum, focusing on building resilience and self-awareness.  They incorporated a culminating 
activity of drawing with permanent marker symbols representing themselves on a t-shirt and the students sprayed the shirt with isopropyl alcohol to give it a tie-
dye effect.  Peak students continue with their recycling efforts, collecting plastic, aluminum, and paper throughout the WHS and PHS campuses.  
Vicki Begin, West Elementary Principal, reported on Jan 23, Al Teel, from the Rural Electric Association provided fourth grade students with a lesson on 
electrical safety.  We look forward to seeing Mr. Teel each year.  His lessons support our students with making informed and safe decisions about electricity and 
electricity use. During the past month, students took WY-TOPP Interim tests.  Teachers will utilize the data from these assessments to evaluate student progress 
on grade level standards and make instructional adjustments to support their continued academic growth.  On Feb 5, district third, fourth, and fifth grade teachers 
met at West for a follow-up training on the new ARC reading program.  During the training, teachers worked with students using the reading placement process. 
The goal of the training was to examine the reading placement process in order to build interrater reliability between the elementary teachers and schools in our 
district.  On Tuesday, Feb 12, a select group of West 4th grade students participated in NAEP testing.  On Feb 13, Stacy Buchholz, Platte Co 4-H/Youth 
Development Educator from the UW Extension Office, presented a hands-on STEAM activity to 3rd grade students at West.  Students learned about aerodynamics 
and then constructed their own airplanes from styrofoam plates.  Once completed, students headed to the gym to see how their creations flew.  Thanks to Ms. 
Buchholz for bringing this activity to West! During the past month students in fifth grade studied engineering and design during science.  To apply these new 
understandings, students were given the task of building a car using limited resources.  The goal was to have the cars travel at least four feet. During class time, 
each student and their partner had the opportunity to measure the distance their car would travel.  The two top winners from each class were included in the final 
competition.  On Feb 1, students and some of their parents watched as these cars were sent across the gym floor.  Students cheered as they watched cars push past 
the free throw line and then the mid court line of the gym.  Teachers recognized winners of the competition as classmates looked on.  Feb 14 was a day of fun at 
West.  5th grade students spent the day in Fort Collins visiting the museum.  Fourth grade participated in an activity day.  Third grade celebrated with a party and 
games at the end of the day.  Students shared many sweet treats.  We were grateful for all of our parent volunteers who helped in classrooms throughout the day!  
During the past month, there were three groups of students nominated for Taco John’s student of the week.  The names of each of the students for January and 
February will be placed in a drawing for one of nine Taco John’s certificates that are to be presented during the third quarter awards assembly. 
Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, reported the secondary students had the opportunity to visit the State Legislature on  
Feb 13. The morning started with a tour of the Historic Governor’s Mansion before attending the legislature. Students were able to visit both the House and Senate 
chambers and watch a debate on current legislation. Following the visit to the chambers, the 6-8 grade students went to the State Museum while the 9-12 grade 
students stayed at the legislature to attend the Senate Judiciary Committee Meeting where they heard debate on the Death Penalty Repeal. Students participated in 
the District Science Fair that was held in Casper WY. Megan Sagner presented her board entitled “Striding Out” and Ethan Van Why presented his board entitled 
“Heavy Metals”. Both students competed well and took second in their respective categories. Because each of them finished in the top three, they will be 
representing Chugwater at the state science fair. The Wyoming State Science Fair will be held at the University of Wyoming Gateway Center & Conference Center 
in Laramie, WY on March 3-5, 2019. Students in grades 4-8 learned about Basic Nutrition and the five food groups. They learned about resources they can access 
and completed an informal table setting activity. They also learned to properly wash dishes by hand.  After preparing their meal, they all sat down to enjoy light 
and fun conversation.  Studies show “kids and teens who share family dinners three or more times per week are less likely to be overweight, more likely to eat 
healthy foods, perform better academically, are less likely to engage in risky behaviors and have better relationships with their parents”.  Thank you Julie Balzan, 
Nutrition and Food Safety, and Mary Evans, Centsible Nutrition Educator, from the Platte County Extension Office. 

 
Executive Session Minutes 
On Monday, January 21, 2019, the regular board meeting adjourned at 7:51 pm and went into Executive Session to discuss a personnel item. Motion to adjourn by 
Beth Hendon and Second by Dustin Kafka. Board members and Superintendent discussed a personnel item. Executive Session adjourned at 8:37 pm. Motion to 
adjourn by Travis Lockman and Second by Beth Hendon. 

 


