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PLATTE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

BOARD AGENDA 
SCHOOL BOARD ROOM - WHEATLAND  

Regular Board Meeting – Monday, October 15, 2018 – 7:00 pm  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER* PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Other trustees in attendance were  
Tricia Sagner, Dustin Kafka, Bob Catchpole, Beth Hendon, Travis Lockman, and MK Burnett via phone.  Administrators in 
attendance were Superintendent Dennis Fischer and SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance were Cory 
Dziowgo, Vicki Begin, Kathy Morsett, Josh Sandlian, Associate Principal Cedric Philo, Tracy de Ryk, and Tom Waring.  
Others in attendance were Rebecca Velikaneye, Anita Iacovetto, Lacey Lind, Jerrod “Butch” Lind, Toby Foland, Jaylea 
Foland, Linda Boughton, Erin Coates, Chrissy Lauck, Travis Witt, Jana Bjelkevig, Tanda Hicks, Pete Delgado, Elyse 
Rutherford, Cherokee Huston, Joe Suko, Peggy Suko, Melissa Peasley, Ton Winter, Jason Querry, Robert Hendon, and  
Jon Hendon. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Lockman moved for approval of the agenda as amended with additional bills, and 
additional personnel item, Kafka seconded, motion passed. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:  Sagner motioned to amend the September 2018 minutes correcting her 
abstaining from voting on isolation payments and not Special Services contract with St. Joseph’s, Lockman seconded, motion 
passed.  Catchpole motioned to approve the consent agenda as amended with minutes and claims, Hendon seconded, motion 
passed. 
A. MINUTES – Minutes of September 17, 2018 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
B.    CLAIMS – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive. 
 

IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, reported that PHS students Bryce Carpenter 
graduated on September 26th and Taylor Zimmerman received his high school equivalency certificate.  Evan Bradley, WHS 
Band/Music educator, introduced some of his Marching Band students to the Board of Trustees.  Robert Hendon, Elyse 
Rutherford, and Cherokee Huston shared their excellent rating at the UW/Casper Troopers Marching Invitational on Sat, 
October 6th.   Jana Bjelkevig, West 5th grade teacher, has started tracking the “steps” for the K-5 students with the “Read 
Across America” Program. This program will have each student reading a total of 330 minutes per week or 22 steps.  
  

V. VISITOR’S COMMENTS: Platte #1 parents discussed transportation concerns with school board trustees and 
administrators. 
 

VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED: 
A.  OLD BUSINESS    

                              1.  None. 
B.  NEW BUSINESS  

i. District Business  
 1. Approval of EWC/PCSD#1 Concurrent Class List with Eastern Wyoming College 
 The administration requested the approval of the Concurrent Class list in the board packet.  These classes will 

allow students to gain high school and EWC credit and are administered by our EWC Outreach Coordinator 
Kathy Garton.  Principals were on hand to answer additional questions concerning this program.  Hendon 
moved for approval, Sagner seconded, motion passed. 

ii. Personnel 
     1.  Approval of Extra-duty Contracts for Alysha Hiatt and Chance Bertwell as WHS Assistant Spirit  

Coaches  
The administration recommended the approval of extra-duty coaching contracts for Alysha Hiatt and 
Chance Bertwell. These two will share assistant coaching duties for the Wheatland High School Spirit 
team.  Activities Director Cedric Philo was on hand to answer any further questions.  Lockman moved for 
approval, Kafka seconded, motion passed. 
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iii. Policy Review 
1. Approval of policy DJF (Federal Purchasing Authority/Purchasing Procedures, Purchasing Code of 

Conduct, Federal Expense/Travel Reimbursements Federal Properties Disposal Procedures) on first 
reading – Policy is in Google drive and remains under review. 

2. Approval of policy KIBA (Prohibited Assistance to Sex Offender) on first reading – Policy is in 
Google drive and remains under review. 

 
VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY 

a.    Reports 
i. Leadership & Governance Policy 2.12 (Board/Supt Relations) for October – No completions to date. 

ii. Parks and Recreation Agenda and Minutes for October – In Google drive. 
iii. Enrollment – The numbers are remaining steady. 
iv. WSBA Annual Conference Nov 14-16 in Casper at the Ramkota – Vicki has secured lodging, registration, and 

travel preferences. 
v. Graduation dates for 2019 – Sat, May 18th at 7:00 pm Glendo, Sun, May 19th at 2:00 pm Wheatland and  

Sun, May 19th at 6:00 pm Chugwater. 
 

VIII.    ADVANCED PLANNING 
a.  Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, November 19 at 7:00 pm in Wheatland. 
b.  Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be Monday, November 12 at 5:00 pm in Wheatland. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  

   Hendon moved for adjournment, Catchpole seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 

           X. GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM:  
Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, reported September is Library Card Sign-up Month and on Sept 19 Chugwater 
celebrated “Talk like a Pirate Day”.  Students in Chugwater Elementary were encouraged to dress like a pirate.  During 
specials, students made pirate gear, wanted posters, and learned how to talk like a pirate using online language program from 
Mango Language.  Shilo Weber from Platte County Library read from a pirate book.  Shilo also shared applications for 
library cards with all students who do not currently have a card.  Cookies and tropical drinks were served.  On Sept 21st, 
members of the Chugwater FFA Chapter traveled to Cheyenne to test their Livestock Evaluation skills in the LCCC Fall 
Rendezvous Livestock Judging Contest. Chugwater competed against students from across the state of Wyoming as well as 
Colorado. Congratulations to Megan Sagner for placing 1st and Ethan Van Why for placing 3rd in the Intermediate Division.  
On Oct 3rd, students in Ag Class traveled to the Platte County Fairgrounds to participate in the Ag Expo. Chugwater students 
taught elementary students how to candle eggs, as well as how to determine different soil types by hand texturing. They also 
discovered you can fit 19 Junior High and High School students in the dog house of a cattle pot!  The greenhouse at 
Chugwater is also still producing huge amounts of tomatoes despite the recent cold snap. Student enjoy tomatoes grown right 
here at school every day in the salad bar during lunch.  On Sept 26th Chugwater and Glendo high school art went to the 
Scottsbluff Zoo to study and draw animals. They studied the Canadian wildlife artist Robert Bateman and how to draw the 
shapes of animals.  They went through a safari, the students learned about different hides, why animals camouflage 
themselves and jobs in art you can do with a zoo.  They also were able to touch the hides, feathers and some of the 
animals.  They walked through the zoo and chose an animal to study and draw.  
  
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported that reported The WMS eighth grade travelled to Douglas for their 3A 
Conference Tournament the weekend of Oct 6 and it was a great trip! Both teams were victorious in their conference play and 
brought home the hardware for their trophy case. The girls were super excited and loved the escort into town by the 
Wheatland Volunteer Fire Department. They had a team breakfast Monday morning, a Hallway Tunnel walk on Monday 
before lunch, and students were recognized at the High School Varsity volleyball game on 10/9. The Bulldogs had a great 
season and the hardware seals the deal!  The middle school cross country team wrapped up their season in Cheyenne on 
Friday, Oct 5th. They had a very successful season where all the athletes improved and at least one boy and girl placed at 
almost every single meet. The team has three eighth grade runners who completed their strongest season yet and are looking 
forward to running at the high school next year. The middle school celebrated homecoming in style with a versus spirit week. 
Students choose one of two options for each day of the week. They had crazy hair, and camouflage, sports and pajamas. All 
week they saw amazing creativity from their students and their staff to help celebrate homecoming in 2018.  Middle school 
students picked up and delivered their fundraising product on Thurs, Oct 11th. Students and parents came to the All Purpose 
Room and picked up the cookie dough for this year’s fundraiser. Thanks to all of the parents and staff that helped keep this a 
well-organized event.  Student Council took a field trip to Ellis’ Harvest Home in Lingle. Students and Sponsors took this 
opportunity to get to know each other. They bonded while roasting hotdogs and s’mores over the campfire and getting lost in 
the corn maze. They also spent some time with the animals and enjoyed all the activities the farm had to offer. There were 35 
students in attendance!  
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Kathy Morsett, Glendo Principal, reported the FFA Officers for 2018-19 are: President Brook Sanborn; Vice President 
Tess Palen; Secretary Rachel Hill; Treasurer Madison Sanborn; Reporter Jaiden Meredith; Sentinel Ally Meier.  Glendo 
Homecoming will be held Oct 29 through Nov 2.  The dance will be held on Nov 2.  Chugwater students have been invited to 
celebrate with us. Glendo Elementary Fire-Safety program will be presented Oct. 22 at 9:45 a.m. and Glendo HS Girls 
Volleyball play in game will be on the same day at 6:00 p.m.  Glendo parent/teacher conferences will be held Oct. 24 and 25 
from 3:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Glendo PTO sponsored Fall Festival will be held from 5~8 pm on Friday, Oct. 26. In an effort to 
increase the 6~12 participation Glendo will hold a “Minute to Win It” assembly Wed, Oct. 24th at 2:30 p.m.  The students are 
going to love the activities!  Glendo Parks and Rec. Soccer teams have completed their season and new activities are 
starting.  Registration for elementary basketball, grades K~4, and for secondary dance begin this week.  Glendo has received 
their PLC at Work (WDE Grant) needs assessment results. There is a lot of work to do.  We will be in contact with our coach, 
Janel Keating, for specific tasks to complete in our effort to increase the quality of education, therefore, our assessment 
results. Our next WDE meeting for all grant recipients will be in January.     
 
Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, reported there will be a parent meeting on Oct 18 at 6 p.m.  There will be a P/T Conference 
on Oct 25 from 4 - 8 p.m.  WHS received the pre-ACT data for their students.  They have broken down the data for their 
teachers and identified areas of need for their students.  Teachers will be working with their students on their areas of need. 
All juniors will be taking the PSAT/NMSQT   this week.  This is also a qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship.  
ASVAB will be upcoming in mid-November and all sophomores will be taking this assessment.  The Freshmen Impact 
Program was held last Tuesday, with freshmen and sophomores from WHS, along with freshmen from other Platte County 
high schools and Goshen County high schools attended the morning sessions and then an afternoon scenario.  WHS would 
like to thank all the volunteers for a great day!   Mr. McIntosh, WHS Voc Ag Educator, and the FFA students, are headed out 
to the National FFA Conference at the end of this month.  Several students from the WHS fall teams have received 
sportsmanship awards for their actions during their contests.  On Sat, Oct 13, the WHS Marching Bulldogs received an 
“Excellent” rating.  Congratulations! 
 
Shane Schaffner, Libbey Principal, reported that Libbey Elementary hosted an informational Family Literacy Night. Dr. 
Marisela Rodriguez from the American Reading Company visited with parents about the new literacy initiative, and then 
parents had the opportunity to view materials that their students are using in the classroom. The students enjoyed a snack, 
craft, and a book donated by the Platte County Early Literacy Project.  Pre-Kindergarten learned a lot about apples in 
September and did many apple activities, including making applesauce and discovering the star inside an apple. They 
conducted an apple experiment to see how oil, water, vinegar, and air affected the apples. Ask your student what they 
discovered. In math they are learning numbers 0-10 and shapes. Look for squares, circles, triangles, and rectangles 
everywhere you go. Libbey continues to work hard on learning their letter sounds. They love to read books and listen to 
stories. This month Libbey will begin the Book-It Program sponsored by Pizza Hut. As you enjoy reading with your child at 
home, fill out the calendar and return it to school. Your child will then receive a certificate for a free personal pan pizza! In 
October Libbey will learn about fire safety. They are excited to go on their first field trip of the year on Oct. 8th to the fire 
station! On Oct. 18th Libbey students will head to Lingle and visit Ellis’ Harvest Home where they will enjoy some fun 
activities and get to pick their own pumpkins to bring home.  Kindergarten students continue to make progress with reading 
books on their own! They continue to read books with patterns and work on pointing to each word “tracking” as they are 
reading. We continue to work on our writing skills, so that children can become independent writers. The students are also 
working on drawing pictures with many details and coloring neatly.  In math, Libbey has been working on counting, reading, 
and writing the numbers 6 – 10. Their goal is to be able to identify their numbers 0 – 10 by the end of the first quarter!  
Libbey is also excited for their Ellis’ Harvest Home field trip on Thurs, Oct 18th. We will get to bring home our very own 
pumpkin! We are also looking forward to our Halloween parties at the end of the month.  First grade is working on their 
reading stamina and setting their power goals with students. Students are enjoying a wide variety of books each day and they 
are learning to become independent readers. Their goal at school each day is to have students engaged in text for two 15 
minute chunks of time. Each 15 minutes that a student reads is considered one reading step. We will be encouraging each 
student to read at home each night to earn additional steps.  In math, Libbey is working on their basic understanding of 
addition and subtraction. Students will be focusing on their addition facts to 10 and they will be working on answering these 
facts fluently.  On Oct 10th, all of 1st grade will be going to the Scottsbluff Zoo! While at the zoo, students will attend a class 
about mammals and their habitats.  In second grade Libbey has started the Reading Challenge! Students earn one step in the 
reading challenge for every 15 minutes they read. Each day, students typically earn two steps at school.  Starting on Oct 5th, 
students will be able to earn steps at home as well. Students that earn 50 steps by the end of the first quarter will be honored 
at the first quarter assembly. The Reading Challenge is also how students will earn a Book-It certificate to Pizza Hut! We will 
continue to work on reading and writing engagement.  In writing, Libbey is working on personal narratives. They continue to 
work hard on using second grade handwriting, finger spaces, and using a planner.  In math, they have been learning addition 
and subtraction strategies. We will continue to work on adding and subtracting fluently within 20 throughout the school year.  
On Oct 5th, 2nd grade began Un-Homework. More detailed information has been sent home. If you have questions, please 
don’t hesitate to ask!  
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Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, reported they had 2 students finish their High School careers!  Bryce Carpenter 
finished on September 26 and received his High School Diploma.  Taylor Zimmerman finished his high school career by 
passing the HI Set Exam and earning his High School Equivalency certificate.  We are very proud of both these young men!  
The Peak High School students participated in the WHS Homecoming activities.  They decorated their hallway and had a 
pickup in the float (complete with their own little Dragon).  It was a great opportunity for them to show their school spirit for 
both schools!! 
 
Vicki Begin, West Elementary Principal, reported that the annual pie sale kickoff assembly for West students was on Sept. 
20.  Students did a great job selling pies.  The products will arrive on Nov. 1.  Thanks to all of our parents and community 
members that helped with or supported this project.  West Elementary would like to welcome Tara Adams as our new PTO 
president.  On Sept. 21, and Oct 2, the ARC trainer was at West to work with teachers on the new reading program.  There is 
a lot to learn but West is excited to see their students engaged in reading!  On Oct. 3, 3rd and 4th grade students took a field 
trip to the Ag expo.  Kids had a fun half day of learning.  West will celebrate the end of the first quarter with an awards 
assembly. The assembly will begin at 8:30 am on Fri, Oct 26. During the past month there were three groups of students 
nominated for Taco John’s student of the week.  The names of each of the students for September and October will be placed 
in a drawing for one of nine Taco John’s certificates that are to be presented during the first quarter awards assembly. 
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