
 

Platte County School District #1 Board of Trustees held their regular meeting January 15, 2018 
in the District Board Room in Wheatland, WY 

 
I.    CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Greg Meyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and invited those in attendance to join 
      in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Other Trustees in attendance were Tricia Sagner, Travis Lockman, Beth Hendon, MK Burnett,        
      Dustin Kafka, and Bob Catchpole.  Administrators in attendance were Superintendent Dennis Fischer, Business Manager  
      Joel McDaniel, and SPED Director Shannon Brow.  Principals in attendance were Vicki Begin, Tom Waring, Shane Schaffner, 
      Cory Dziowgo, Josh Sandlian, Associate Principal Cedric Philo, and Peak High School Director Tracy de Ryk.  Others in 
      attendance were Joel McKee, Rebecca Velikaneye, Melissa Peasley, Dan Kirkbride, Danielle Brow, Brynlee Weber, Tanda 
      Hicks, and Anita Iacovetto. 

 
II.   APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Hendon moved for approval of the agenda as amended with additional bills and  
       item #1 under District Business, Kafka seconded, motion passed.    
          
III. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:  Burnett moved for approval of the consent agenda with minutes and  
       claims and additional bills, Sagner seconded, motion passed. 
 

A. MINUTES – Minutes of December 11, 2017 regular meeting are enclosed for board approval. 
B. CLAIMS – Claims to date for the month with additional bills are in Google Drive. 

 
IV. POSITIVE HAPPENINGS: Representative Dan Kirkbride shared with the Board of Trustees a current budget report from 
      the Legislators and information on the upcoming legislative session.  WHS student athletes Danielle Brow and Brynlee Weber 
      spoke of their visit to the WHSAA (Wyoming High School Athletic Association) Leadership Program that was held in Casper. 
      The guest speaker Harvey Alston offered ways to promote good sportsmanship which both girls found beneficial and have begun 
      implementing.   
V.  VISITOR’S COMMENTS: None. 
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ARE REQUESTED: 
 A.  Old Business:  
 1.   None.  
 B.  New Business:             
  i.   District Business 

1. Approval of MOU for Transitions with WCFD for 2017-18 & 2018-19 
The administration recommended approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with Wyoming Child & Family 
Development for students who will be transitioning from WCFD programs to Platte #1 programs including but not  
limited to the coordination of services, child identification, and initial IEP meetings.  Catchpole moved for approval,  
Hendon seconded, motion passed. 

   
ii.    Personnel 

1. Approval of extra-duty contract for Brian Connell as WMS 8th Grade Boys’ Basketball Assistant Coach    
              The administration recommended approval of an extra duty contract for Brian Connell to serve as the WMS 8th Grade Boys 
  Basketball Assistant Coach for the winter of 2018.  Lockman moved for approval, Burnett seconded, motion passed. 
              2. Review of Superintendent Contract Status per Policy CBB 
              Per Board Policy CBB, the superintendent’s contract will be acted on at the regular meeting in January of each year.   
              Superintendent Fischer is currently under contract through the 2018-19 school year.  Lockman moved for approval to  
              extend the superintendent’s contract to 2020, Hendon seconded, motion passed. 
 
iii.   District Policy Review  
        1.  Approval of policies LI (Accreditation Relations), FB (Facilities Planning), & JR (Student Data Privacy and  

                    Security) on 2nd Reading 
  The administration recommended the acceptance of changes to School Board policies LI, FB, and JR on second reading. 
  Copies are enclosed in the board agenda and also in the Google Drive.  Hendon moved for approval, Sagner seconded, 
  motion passed.    
 
VII.    ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY:  

     a.   Reports:   
   i.  Parks & Rec Agenda and Minutes for January– Items may be found in Google drive. 
                    ii.  Leadership & Governance Policy 2.11 (Facilities, Transportation, and Food Service) for January – 6 completions. 
                   iii. WSBA 2018 Winter Board Development Workshops – Have 5 confirmed for attendance. 
                   iv.  2018 Legislative Forum Sun, Feb 25th, and Mon, Feb 26th at Cheyenne Little America– Vicki will secure attendees. 
                    iv. Enrollment – Statistics reveal that we are down by 2. 
  vi. APA Recalibration Report – Release of the recent recalibration study was made available to the board. 
 
VIII. ADVANCED PLANNING    
                 a.  Next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, Feb 19, 2018 at 7:00 pm in Wheatland. 

b.  Next Board of Trustees Work Session will be   Feb 12, 2018 in Wheatland at 6:00 pm               
 
 IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
                          Hendon motioned to adjourn, Lockman seconded, meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm   
 
X.  GOOD THINGS HAPPENING/PUBLIC FORUM:   

 

Josh Sandlian, WHS Principal, reported WMS, WHS and PHS partnered together to kick off the new semester with a guest speaker. 
Jim Davidson is a mountain climber who came to WHS to speak about perseverance and grit.  He shared his story about falling into a 
crevasse which has been aired on an episode of “I Shouldn’t Be Alive” on the Discovery Channel.  Jim also experienced the deadly 
earthquake that rocked Nepal as he was climbing Mount Everest.  He did not make it to the peak on that trip.  He did go back and this 
past year he made it all the way to the summit.  Jim’s message fit well with the positive character building initiative that WHS is 
working on and reminded us all that we are striving to reach our own peak!  WHS celebrated the academic success of their students. 



Haiden and Christian Moody both received nominations for appointment to the U.S. Military Academy and the U.S. Air Force 
Academy.  Their nominations were made by Senator John Barrasso. They will find out at a later date if they have been accepted. 
Congratulations!  Missouri Basin Power Project and the Wheatland Fire Department Foundation donated $1,000.00 and $2,000.00 
respectively to WHS to build out the books available to students. We worked with The Wandering Hermit to order books off a “100 
Books to Read before College List” and to order books for group sets for teachers. These books will be utilized in the Blue and Gold 
reading groups. WHS held its annual community service day. Ms. Schomburg and WHS Student Council arranged different activities 
for students to participate in and be involved. Students went caroling around town, baked and delivered cookies, helped clean bricks 
for the miniature golf course, and wrote letters to our military.  It was a great day for WHS to give back to the community that gives 
so much to and for our students. The day was capped off by an all school Christmas lunch.  Impact Ministries partnered with WHS to 
cook and serve turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green bean casserole, and stuffing to more than 100 students and staff.  WHS 
would like to thank Impact Ministries for their volunteer service. WHS would also like to thank the generosity of our local Safeway 
store for donating groceries for the meal. It was a great day! A new camera was installed to broadcast all events in the WHS gym. 
WHS will be a part of the NFHS Network.  WHS has had several broadcasts on the network.  They are working out all the kinks. Still 
working to get the scoreboard to talk to the broadcast. We were able to get the audio from Kent Smith’s broadcast incorporated over 
the video.  The sponsor logos are in place. 
 
Tom Waring, Chugwater Principal, asked “What do you feed a herd of Buffalo”? Buffalo Nachos, of course. Chugwater Chili 
brought in supplies for Buffalo Nachos and staff provided veggie and fruit trays, and desserts. It was a great way to celebrate 
Christmas Break and the end of 1st semester. This year, Chugwater has a middle school basketball team. The team is coached by Mr. 
Cushman and has 6 players. The six players are Jadon Hyatt (8th), Allie Van Why (7th), Luke Redding (6th), Megan Sagner (6th), 
Brooke Jacobsen (5th), and Ethan Van Why (5th). They have a total of 10 games. They are on the 11th (Glendo), 15th (WMS), 22nd 
(Burns), 23rd (Guernsey), 25th (Glendo), 29th (Burns), 31st (St. Mary’s), 5th (Guernsey), 8th (WMS) and 13th (St. Mary’s).  
 
Cory Dziowgo, WMS Principal, reported that their extended school day (ESD) is in the second implementation process for this 
quarter. Students that failed a Q2 core class will be in attendance. Enrollment is up one as compared to the start of the second quarter 
(those that failed Q1). WMS is continually reviewing what needs to be done in order for their students to be successful. Teachers and 
students are working through the information in order to be successful at WMS. They are using a variety of resources to assist their 
students with any work that they may have. Examples include but are not limited to: IXL, CatchUp Math, individual instruction by 
teachers, and extended time. The Middle School hopes to provide whatever is needed for their students and continue towards the 
expectation of one year’s worth of growth for all students.  Senator Barrasso met with WMS students on Monday, January 15th. He 
wanted to briefly address the students and then open it up for discussions with the students and staff. This is another great opportunity 
for their students to experience some external resources and life experiences at WMS. Mr. Kapptie, WMS Intervention Specialist, has 
begun discussing ways to increase the resilience and grit of our students and he presented somewhat local resources that would 
address these topics. He had heard of a presenter that had experienced numerous opportunities to demonstrate these qualities. Jim 
Davidson presented to both WHS and WMS on the first day back from the second semester.  Please click on the following link for the 
YouTube Page for Jim Davidson; https://www.youtube.com/climberjimdavidson 
 
Vicki Begin, West Principal, reported that West elementary received a donation of $1000 from Missouri Basin Power Project to 
purchase books for their library.  Books were purchased from Dan Brecht at the Wandering Hermit. Thanks to Dan for his support 
with special pricing.  Thank you to Kathy Jones for helping to make this all possible.  On Dec14, Mr. Dziowgo and a representative 
from UW visited the 5th grade to observe math lessons.  On Dec 19, Mrs. Begin and Mrs. Magnuson along with their paras, took  
students from all grades to the high school auditorium to watch the kindergarten Christmas program.  Thanks to Mr. Schaffner and 
Ms. Liechti for allowing the West students to attend.   On Jan 3rd, West held their 2nd quarter awards assembly.  Students entered the 
assembly to music and greetings from the Wheatland High School Bulldog Mascot (Mr. Nichols).  Two high school students, Rachel 
Battershell and Roman Smith, talked to students about the importance of working hard and getting good grades in order to realize your 
dreams.  They encouraged students to take school seriously while they were at West.  As they explained, the things that they are doing 
now would not be possible without the skills that they began to build while at West.  After their presentation, students were presented 
with awards for math fact mastery and math fact growth.  Awards were also presented for attendance and typing (words per minute 
and accuracy). The names of seven students were drawn for Taco John’s students of the quarter.  Students that received the Taco 
John’s certificates were: Caiden Neely, Bradley Cain, Elaine McKee, Caid Diamond, Landri Vaughn, Aiden Coates and Bianca 
Dawson.  It was a great day and a great way to start off the new semester! On Jan 5th West students attended the career fair that was 
sponsored by the school counselors.  It was wonderful for the students to have this opportunity. Students learned a lot about various 
businesses and work opportunities.  On Jan 10, Al Teel visited West to present a lesson on electrical safety to the 4th grade students. It 
is always a joy to have Mr. Teel visit.  The students always learn so much.  During the past month, there were two groups of students 
nominated for Taco John’s student of the week.  The names of each of the students for December were placed in a drawing for one of 
nine Taco John’s certificates that were presented during the second quarter awards assembly.  The names of students nominated in 
January will be placed in a drawing for one of the nine Taco John’s certificates that will be presented during the third quarter awards 
assembly. 
 
Shane Schaffner, Libbey Principal, reported that the 2nd Quarter Awards Assembly; Snow Celebration, and Snowball Fight 
recognized their 1st semester and 2nd quarter Perfect Attendance students. Each class presented awards for individual student 
achievement in reading and math. Libbey featured a fascinating science demonstration with dry ice and bubbles by Mr. Matt Goertz. 
A big ‘Thank You’ to the Libbey 1st Grade and SPED Teachers for organizing this event.  Libbey received a donation from Missouri 
Basin Power Project of $1,000.00 to expand library book offerings for students. Libbey PBIS team has modified their school wide 
positive behavior system in an effort to recognize positive choices throughout the building that create positive incentives school wide. 
Libbey students attend Career Day. Teachers are working through the process of evaluating ELA texts from a variety of companies. 
On February 15th at 6:30 pm, the Second Grade Music Program will be held in the WHS Auditorium.  On March 20th, the University 
of Wyoming Literacy Research Center and Clinic team will be visiting. 

Tracy de Ryk, Peak High School Director, reported Peak High School ended the semester with a holiday celebration. An evening 
meal was cooked and served on December 18 by the Peak High School staff.  It was well attended by Peak High School students and 
their families.  It was a great time to reflect on the progress the students had made throughout the semester!  Peak High School 
students attended the inspiring assembly by mountain climber and speaker, Jim Davidson, brought in by WHS and WMS.  Mr. Garton 
is carrying on the theme of perseverance and grit in the classroom with a visual display of tracking student progress up a mountain 
side.  FAST testing has begun and the reading data that is being returned so far is FANTASTIC!  We are very pleased with the growth 
the students are showing and the effort they made on the testing. To date, 100% of our students that have taken the test show growth, 
and are on track for meeting their end-of-year growth goals. Peak High School science teacher, Tricia Haden, has started Fun Friday 
Science Projects. The students chose the enrichment topics to explore and she is bringing in hands-on activities for the students to 
complete. One of the first topics is following the life cycle of their axolotl class pets, Luna and Neville (who are expecting babies 
within the next 3 weeks). This project will be ongoing and recorded in their Google Classroom Science Journals.  


