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Dear Parents, 

The start of a new school year is about to begin and especially for your child, a new journey in 

life. I want to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to my class. I am looking 

forward to getting to know all of the children as well as all of the parents. 

I have prepared this booklet of information to answer many questions you may have concerning 

procedures in my room and in the school. Please keep this booklet and refer to it when needed. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

I look forward to establishing the best possible learning environment for your child. With 

teamwork and cooperation among parents, teachers, and students, we will all have a TERRIFIC 

year!! 

 

 



Materials 

 

 

Here is a list of materials your child will need for this school year. Remember 

some items may have to be replenished throughout the year. 

• Tennis Shoes for P.E. (non-marking soles 

• Pencil Box-plastic one that shuts tightly, no larger than 9” x 5 1⁄2 “ 

• 2 boxes of regular size crayons 

• 24 sharpened pencils 

• Minimum of 20 glue sticks 

• 2 packages of colored pencils 

• Package of erasers 

• 5” school scissors 

• 1-1” 3 ring binder 

• Quart size baggies for girls 

• Gallon size baggies for boys 

 



Schedule 

 

 

Students are expected to go directly to the playground when they arrive at school before 8:10 a.m. 

Students being picked up will be picked up outside in the car lane. If you are getting out of your 

vehicle, please park in the parking lot to the driving lane doesn't get backed up. Students getting on 

the bus will exit through the front doors while students who are walking/car kids will exit through 

doors near the car lane. 

Thanks! 

  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
8:10-8:20 Morning Work 
8:20-8:30 Calendar 
8:30-8:45 Whole Group Essential Question 
8:45-9:45 Reading Centers 
9:45-10:00 Recess ART (9:45-10:15) Recess 
10:00-10:50 Whole Group Reading 
10:50-11:00 Writing 

11:00-11:25 Whole Group Math 

11:30-11:55 Lunch 
11:55-12:15 Recess 

12:15-12:30 MIRP Mrs. Bonnie MIRP 
12:30-1:00 P.E. Music P.E. Music 
1:00-1:30 Math Centers 
1:30-2:00 I & E 
2:00-2:15 Rest 
2:15-2:30 Recess 

2:30-3:00 Science SS Science Snack 

3:00-3:15 Snack Show & Tell 
3:15- 3:45 Library Spanish Library Play and Learn 



HOMEWORK 

 

I will send home weekly homework for the student to do.  The purpose of the homework is to 

give the students extra practice at home as well as bonding time with family.  They do not have 

to do nightly items although it is ‘broken down’ in that way if it makes things easier.  I do not 

want to take away from family time.  I will be recording their participating in PowerSchool 

(see section on PowerSchool) as well as rewarding the students with a prize from our treasure 

chest.  The students will not be counted against them if they do not participate in the homework.  

The reading portion can be added to the LongHorn Reading Program (see section on the 

Longhorn) 

MONEY 

 

Periodically, your child will bring money to school for lunch, milk, Field Trips, Book Club 

orders, etc. When sending money to school, be sure to send it in the NOTES: pocket in the 

Handy Dandy notebook. Please place it in an envelope or Ziploc bag CLEARLY MARKED 

WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME, WHAT THE MONEY IS FOR, AND THE AMOUNT 

ENCLOSED. Please send exact change when sending cash. All checks should be made payable 

to Sundance Elementary (unless otherwise noted). 

MEALS 

 

The cost for a student breakfast is $1.85 and lunch is $2.70 per day. (*Please follow the money 

procedures outlined above or go to our www.crook1.com website to make an online payment). 

Menus are posted on the district website every month. Please go over the menu with your child 

and plan what days they would prefer a sack lunch. It's hard to teach children with a hungry 



tummy. 

If your child brings his/her lunch from home, please label the box or bag. Milk may be purchased 

for $0.25. 

You are always welcome to join us for lunch, however, PLEASE notify the office by 9am so 

they will have an accurate lunch count for the day. An adult lunch costs $5.00. When you arrive, 

please sign in at the office and meet us at the entrance to the cafeteria around 11:30. Our lunch 

period is 20 minutes long. Please refrain from going out to recess with your child as this is a 

safety issue 

POWERSCHOOL 

 

PowerSchool is our online reporting system where you can check and track your child’s progress 

online.  Our school secretary, Miss Sarah, can help you set this up if you need help.  I will be 

putting in assignments, activities, etc. that we do during the school day.  The students lunch 

balance, grades, progress, and report cards through this program.  If you have any questions 

about this program, feel free to contact me or our secretary, Sarah Ellsbury at 307-283-1227 or 

ellsburys@crook1.com 

 

GRADING 

(Taken directly from our school handbook) 

 

Reporting/Grading Standards-based grading measures your child's mastery of the essential 

standards for a class or how well your child understands the material in class. At the beginning of 

every unit, the teacher will break down the standards for the unit into smaller learning outcomes 

and criterion using a detailed rubric. During the unit, your child is assessed to see if they truly 

know the material using a variety of assessments, such as traditional pencil-and-paper tests, 

projects, discussions, or reports. Your child's level will be based on evidence the teacher collects 

demonstrating mastery of the essential learning outcomes. The goal of this approach is to provide 

the teacher, student, and parent as accurate a picture as possible of the student's learning and to 

encourage a dialogue about how the student can master the material for the class. In particular, 



because learning is a process that takes place over time, each assessment will provide feedback 

for the student about what to focus on next, and the student will be allowed to retake 

assessments. If the new assessments show a higher level of mastery, that new score replaces the 

old one. 

4 Point Scoring Scale: 

4.0 (Exceeding Standards): A "4" indicates the student is exceeding grade level standards. A 

student receiving a "4" demonstrates academically superior skills in that specific area. This 

student shows initiative, challenges him/herself, and demonstrates this advanced knowledge at 

school by going beyond what was taught. A "4" is difficult to obtain and indicates unusually high 

achievement. I like to use the wording that the students can ‘consistently perform the task 

and could teach/apply it to others.’  

3.0 (Mastery of Standards): A"3" indicates the student has mastered grade level standards. We 

want all of our students to reach a level "3." A student receiving a "3" is right on track with our 

high academic expectations. A "3" is something to be celebrated! I like to use the wording that 

the students can ‘consistently perform the task.’  

2.0 (Approaching Standards): A "2" indicates the student has basic understanding and is 

approaching grade level standards. A student receiving a "2" understands the basic concept or 

skill, but has not yet reached the mastery level. A "2" should indicate that the student's 

performance varies in consistency with regards to accuracy, quality, and level of support. I like 

to use the wording that the student ‘inconsistently performs the task.’ 

1.0 (Not Meeting Standards): A "1" indicates the student has minimal understanding and does 

not meet grade level standards, even with support. I like to use the wording that the student 

‘does not understand the task/concept in which is being taught.’  

SNACKS 

 

A snack schedule will be posted on our classroom webpage monthly. I will also send home one 

as an attachment through email. If you need a paper copy, please let me know. Please provide 

enough snacks for the entire class. At this point, we have 12 students. We HIGHLY recommend 

healthy snacks. On your child's birthday, I will schedule them for that day so feel free to bring a 

special, celebration treat. I will also schedule those 'summer birthdays' in April or May so those 

students will be able to celebrate with the class as well. 

TRANSPORTATION 



 

Please remember to NOTIFY ME IN WRITING if there are changes in the way your child will 

be going home from school. (This can be an email or through the office) Without written 

instruction from you, I will send your child home in the usual manner (I cannot accept verbal 

changes from your child or a sibling).  

SHOW AND TELL 

 

On Thursday’s, your child will be allowed to bring one small toy to school to share with the 

class. If your child forgets on that day, they can share a story or just say pass. After all the 

students have shared, the students will have an opportunity to play with their toys during free-

time. The students will have the choice to share their toy with other students if they choose. The 

toys HAVE to stay in your child’s locker until it is share time. Please refrain from sending an 

item that is breakable or valuable as the lockers are in the hall without locks. Thanks! 

My purpose in this activity is the development of descriptive oral language. The rest of the class 

gets important listening and thinking practice as they may have questions for the other students. 

FIELD TRIPS 

 

Throughout the year, I will schedule trips into the community to enhance my curriculum. 

Permission slips and cost information will be sent home prior to each trip. 

BIRTHDAYS 



 

I know how special birthdays are for you and your child. I will recognize birthdays at school in 

an appropriate manner. Your child will be scheduled to bring snack on that day. We will 

celebrate summer birthdays in April and May. 

If you send party invitations to school please include the entire class, otherwise please mail 

them. 

CLASSROOM HOLIDAY PARTIES 

 

We will celebrate three ‘major’ holidays within the room (Halloween, Christmas and Valentine’s 

Day).  Please sign up during the Open House for items you would like to bring to the 

parties.  I will contact you as the parties get closer as a reminder or for additional items we will 

need.   

CLOTHING 

 

Kindergartners are involved in activities that require jumping, running, climbing, etc. Tennis 

shoes with laces or Velcro closures are required for PE (see schedule). These shoes can be kept 

in their lockers so they will know they will have them. In class, students will be painting, using 

markers, using glue, working with play dough, and other "messy" stuff. Please select clothing 

that is both comfortable and appropriate for these activities. Please send a jacket every day (or it 

can be left in their locker). The weather can change quickly and children are expected to attend 

recess unless it is raining or very cold (Below 10 degrees). 

REST TIME 



 

For the beginning of the year, we will be having a rest time in the middle of our afternoon. This 

will be a time when we will lie down, relax our minds and bodies. The lights will be off and 

quiet music will play. Your child can bring one small pillow to leave in their lockers until rest 

time. 

BOX TOPS 

 

Please save box tops, labels for education, and our family labels. We collect them for our school. 

The class that collects the most each month will win prizes for that month. The class with the 

most overall at the end of the year will receive a REALLY special reward! 

DAILY BEHAVIOR PLAN 

 

As you know, good behavior and learning go hand in hand. Simple class rules will be established 

to ensure your child experiences a positive and safe learning environment. 

Even at the young age of 5, children need to learn the importance of accepting responsibility for 

their actions. In my classroom, I will be using a positive teaching method. I will focus on the 

good things that students do and reinforce those actions with a variety of rewards. 

We use an online system called Classroom Dojo. As guardians, you will receive an online code 

to enter to check your student’s behavior. The students will be earning points based on their 

behavior. The more good choices the students make throughout the day, the more points/rewards 

they earn. We will be adding marbles to our jar as a class and will have a celebration once our jar 

is full. Sometimes, a student might have to ‘move down’. If the student is in the red (negative 

points) a student might need to visit our refocus area. A refocus in kindergarten will consist of 



the child going to a designated area in our classroom to refocus. They will be asked to discuss 

what happened, what they can do differently, and then they will be expected to apologize to all 

people involved. If a student is in the red (negative points), a child may suffer the loss of recess 

or a visit to the principals’ office depending on the severity of the action. If a child breaks a 

“BIG” school rule (such as fighting, bullying, etc.) your child will go directly to the principal’s 

office. You will receive a phone call from your child explaining what happened. If a child 

repeatedly ends up in the red for minor items, then your child will go to the principals’ office. 

Please discuss your child’s behavior with them when necessary. We want to help them 

understand what they need to do differently. Our goal is to reward success instead of a 

punishment! Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns with their behavior. 

SEATING 

 

In my classroom, I support flexible seating. This means that the students are allowed to use 

various chairs to help them learn best. When you walk into the classroom, you may see students 

scattered throughout the room, some in desks, some on the floor, etc. We start the year by 

learning how to use the chairs correctly. Then I visit with each student to see what “chair” they 

feel like they can learn best with. Some students may choose to use a clip board and lay on the 

floor, or maybe some of the students want to use our wobbly stools, etc. As long as the students 

uses the seats correctly, I am open to them using any seats to help them learn best. 

LITTLE BULLDOG OF THE MONTH 

 

Every month beginning in September, we will focus on a character trait in which one 

kindergartener from our class will win the “Little Bulldog of the Month.” This is awarded 

throughout the school. In our classroom, the “Little Bulldog of the Month” is awarded based on 

our classroom dojo, classroom vote, and various teachers vote. Every month, our classroom dojo 

will be updated for the focus trait. Also, the students will vote for who they think deserves to win 

for that month based on that character trait. I also ask other teachers to who work with the 

students who they would vote for based on that specific trait. I take all those votes into 

consideration and compare them to what I see in the classroom on an everyday basis. The 

character traits for each month will be: 



September- Citizenship October- honesty & integrity November- Patriotism December- self 

discipline January- Responsibility February- respect and caring March- fairness April- Courage 

We will take time each month to visit about these characteristics so the students know exactly 

what they are so they all have the opportunity to earn this special award. Unfortunately, not 

every student will win this award but I encourage all the kindergarteners to work their hardest at 

trying to achieve these characteristics not only in kindergarten but in life. These are wonderful 

characteristics to make them amazing humans! ☺ 

CAUGHT YA! 

 

This is an award that can be earned at any point to any student from any teacher! The students 

will receive a small piece of paper that indicates a ‘caught ya’ meaning they were caught doing 

something extra nice or above and beyond for someone without expecting anything in return. 

The students will take that paper to Mr. Hartwig (the principal) where they will earn a small 

reward. That paper will go into a bowl and draw out at the end of the month. The student who is 

drawn will win a t-shirt. We are trying to encourage our students to go above and beyond for 

others. Sometimes it might be rewarded while other times we are just doing things to help others. 

LONGHORN READING PROGRAM 

 

The local restaurant, LongHorn Saloon & Grill has partnered with the school to create a reading 

incentive for the students.  The kindergarten students will be required to read a minimum of 8 

minutes a night/per 5 days.  Obviously, we encourage more if possible.  The students will receive 

a monthly chart to color in the days they read with a parent, grandparent, sibling, classmate 

(outside of school), cousin, etc.  The students will be required to return their colored calendar a 

week after the new month has started.  The students will then receive a free meal card to be 

redeemed at the LongHorn Saloon & Grill. 

TECHNOLOGY 



 

We use quite a bit of technology in our classroom. We have a SMART board in our classroom 

which we use multiple times in a day. A SMART board is a board that is interactive where we 

can write, manipulate, draw, type, etc. for various learning activities. If you are not familiar with 

one, the students will be excited to share this with you at our conferences. We also will use iPads 

and/or computers on a daily basis. The students in my classroom will NEVER have a ‘free for 

all’ on the iPads/computers. They are always monitored and will only use them for educational 

purposes. Some of the apps we use will require internet access which is why I encourage all 

parents to think about that when signing the internet release form. The kindergarteners will be 

given specifics apps/websites that will help them reach their kindergarten standards. If there is 

something that can be accessed at home, I will send that information home later. If you have any 

questions or concerns about this, please let me know. 

COMMUNICATION 

 

If you need to contact me, here are some ways: 

1. EMAIL: I will check my email daily, but please do not email me if you need an IMMEDIATE 

response. hansenl@crook1.com 

2. CLASSROOM DOJO MESSENGER: After you have set up an account with the classroom 

dojo, you can message me just like a text message. I will send more information for you on this. 

3. NOTES: These need to be sent in their HANDY DANDY notebook in order to guarantee they 

will make it to school. 

4. PHONE: Our secretary is really good at getting messages to me by the end of the day. (307) 

283-1227 

FINALLY... 

 



Encourage your child to discuss school activities with you. Talk positively about school. The 

way your child perceives your feelings about his/her school and teachers will have a direct effect 

on how (s) he feels about them. I am delighted to have your child in my class and I look forward 

to working with you to make sure your child starts school on a positive note. I GREATLY 

appreciate your support and anticipate a fun and successful school year! 

Mrs. Hansen 


