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Parents and Students: 

I want to welcome you to the 2020-2021 school year at Sundance Elementary! Our number one   
priority this year is to create the safest learning environment possible for your child within the 
walls of Sundance Elementary. We are committed to taking every precautionary measure to ensure 
your child’s safety. Our focus this year is to give your child every opportunity to be engaged in   
rigorous learning provided by the classroom teacher.   

Our school day starts at 8:10 am each morning, with dismissal for all students at 3:45 pm. One    
Friday a month, we will have an Enrichment Day for all students. This year we will focus on working 
with all students to enhance their learning opportunities.    

Student attendance is a critical component to your child’s academic success. I encourage you to 
notify the office anytime your child is going to be absent, and provide the reason why they are   
absent. You can notify the office by either calling 307-283-1227, or sending an email to the office 
staff.  

Our goal at Sundance Elementary is to provide your child a productive and safe learning               
environment. I encourage you to have an open line of communication with your child’s teacher and 
administration. Please review the handbook as it is designed to help you become familiar with the 
policies and procedures of Crook County School District #1.   

The staff at Sundance Elementary are dedicated individuals that enjoy having the opportunity to 
work with your child. We want to continue to make Sundance Elementary your school of choice.  
We appreciate your continued support and dedication to our school. We will continue to enhance 
our practices and procedures to improve our academic success. We are excited for the new school 
year, and we look forward to having the opportunity to work with your child. It is our goal to      
continue to create a positive working relationship with our school community. If you have any   
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 

Brian Hartwig 

Brian Hartwig, Sundance Elementary Principal 



CCSD#1 will do everything necessary to protect students and staff, to provide a quality education, 
and to keep its doors open. This will require a partnership between schools and homes to meet 
the three points listed. Communities that consistently engage in safe practices are more likely to 
support and maintain safe schools. Below are key points addressing how school will look this Fall.   

CCSD#1 is requiring parents to screen their child(ren) prior to sending them to school. We want to 
prevent sick students and staff from coming to school. Pediatric experts from the Children’s Hos-
pital in Colorado have grouped known symptoms into two categories. Symptoms in the “high-risk” 
category indicate a higher likelihood of COVID-19. Symptoms in the “low-risk” category are still 
indicative of possible illness and should be assessed; however, their presence alone may be less 
likely to be caused by COVID-19. CCSD#1 is attempting to be as practical as possible while keeping 
everyone safe. Please see the final page of this newsletter for the guidelines. 

Requirements for students to wear masks will be kept to a minimum. However, if you would like 
your child(ren) to wear a mask throughout the school day, they certainly may. CCSD#1 has ordered 
500 desk sneeze guards and additional partitions to reduce the need for masks. These items are 
expected to arrive sometime in September. The following practices will be in effect district-wide. 
If social distancing is not practical, students will be required to wear masks while riding on school 
buses. Students in classrooms facing the same direction will not need to wear a mask. If students 
are working on projects or facing a teacher across a table or desk setting, a mask will be required.   
If they are moving in the same direction, elementary students will not need to wear masks in the 
hallways; for example, while they are changing classes.  

Students will be able to utilize the playground equipment. They will be discouraged from congre-
gating and/or forming lines where they will be in close proximity to others while waiting for play-
ground equipment.   

State public health orders have relaxed the 250-person cap for outdoor gatherings, but it remains 
in place for indoor sports. All spectators will be required to wear a face covering to attend indoor 
sports.  

Parents of students classified as high-risk have two options; they can ask their physician to sign a 
waiver and provide it to the school nurse for their child to attend classes or opt for a homebound 
learning platform in which CCSD#1 will provide a virtual learning platform.   

We know we have catch-up work to do since closing school in March.  CCSD#1 will be using Purple 
Fridays and after-school time to do academic work to help students get caught up and learning at 
grade level. Assessments will be conducted early in the year. This will help teachers determine 
where students are in their learning so they can work on specific areas.   

CCSD#1’s first two days of teacher in-service will be dedicated to getting staff comfortable with 
Google Classroom; all teachers will use it.  This platform was chosen by parents in the surveys 
completed in June. Communication at the secondary level will be by district email; elementary 
schools will use Class Dojo. Once school begins, teachers will work with students to get them ac-
climated to these platforms. We feel this will allow for a seamless transition, should a student or 
teacher need to be quarantined, so students can continue their education during that time.   

The CCSD#1 Smart Start Plan is located on the district website with a more thorough explanation 
of how we are proceeding. Please understand that guidelines can change. CCSD#1 will do its best 
to inform parents of major changes and highlight them in the Smart Start Plan on the district web-
site.    

CCSD#1 is willing to do what is needed to make this work and provide a positive and safe environ-
ment for your child(ren). If you have any questions, please contact your building principal.   

Sincerely,  

Mark R. Broderson 
Mark R. Broderson, Superintendent, Crook County School District #1 



The CCSD #1 Technology team spent the summer setting up easier access for 

our students, teachers, and even families at home. All CCSD #1 students will 

have access to a single sign-on portal called Clever. Once logged into Clever, 

students will have access to all of the applications, programs and digital resources 

used by our teachers. They will be able to access the Clever portal from school and from home 

with one convenient log-in. You will no longer need login information for every platform that a 

teacher may use for your child. For more information on the Clever portal, please visit https://

clever.com/families 

The CCSD #1 Technology team also worked hard setting up all students in the 

Google Classroom portal. Teachers will be utilizing Google Classroom at school, 

so should a child have to stay home ill, they will know how to access their classes 

from home. All students Kindergarten through 6th grade will have a username 

and password. The username for Google Classroom resembles a Crook1 email address, however, 

please be aware that at Sundance Elementary School, your student WILL NOT have email access 

with this log in. A Google Classroom Student Use Guide is posted on the SES website at 

ses.crook1.com under the Student Resources tab. 

Classrooms at Sundance Elementary will continue to utilize Class Dojo this 

year as a communication tool with you as parents. Many classroom teachers 

have sent information out already, or you will receive information from your 

child’s classroom teacher soon. 

Should your child end up at home distance learning, please communicate your families needs with 

the school. The staff at Sundance Elementary will assist as much as possible. If you have questions 

in regards to any technology items, please contact your child’s classroom teacher. 

Transportation services still will be provided for those students who live on   

current bus routes. On buses that are more full, students may be required to 

wear a  mask if they are unable to social distance.  Families of children will be 

required to sit together. The first kids off the bus will be seated near the front 

and the students who will be last, will be seated near the back. If you 

have any transportation questions, please call Deb Davis at the bus 

barn at 307-283-2756 or email at davisd@crook1.com. 

https://clever.com/families
https://clever.com/families


Sundance Elementary School will be    

serving breakfast and lunch in the lunch 

room. The lunch room must follow Wyoming 

Department of Health, USDA, and federal 

school food service guidelines.  
 

Students wishing to eat breakfast in the 

morning need to report to the playground if 

arriving prior to or at 7:45 AM. This is a 

change from last year so please talk to 

your children about it. A bell will ring at 

7:45 AM and a staff member will come out 

to the playground to pick up those        

students who wish to eat breakfast. If they      

arrive at school after the 7:45 AM bell, 

they may enter through the front office to 

the gymnasium to eat breakfast.  
 

The lunch schedule has been modified  to 

limit the number of students in the         

gymnasium at one time, and to allow     

custodial staff ample cleaning time       

between classes. The entire gymnasium 

will be used to spread students out and 

additional tables have been added.       

Students are still allowed to bring in a cold 

lunch if they wish. There will be a salad 

bar, as long as staffing permits because 

students will not be able to serve        

themselves.  
 

If you have any questions in regards to 

breakfast, lunch, or procedures, please 

contact the school office. 

Classroom teachers 

will begin to contact 

you via email or 

ClassDojo. We are   

unable to host a back-

to-school open house 

this year. Your child’s classroom teacher 

may choose to set up a back-to-school Zoom 

call and many are posting updates to their 

class webpages to include meet the teacher       

information, schedules and more! Teachers 

have been busy in the building moving     

classrooms around and setting things up. 

They are beyond excited and eager to have 

students in the building again!  



*Attendance for the 2020-2021 School Year* 
The first bell rings at 8:05 AM and students are expected in 

their seats at 8:10 AM to begin their day. School releases at 

3:45 PM every day. This is our third year running a 4-day 

week schedule, with students attending school Monday 

through Thursday. One Friday a month, our staff participate 

in professional development activities, and one Friday a 

month we have student intervention and enrichment days. 

Our Enrichment Friday’s will look slightly different this year 

than we’ve done in the past. Staff will be in contact with 

parents if they feel their child would benefit coming in on the Enrichment Friday’s.  

Attendance is still a very critical component to your child’s education. Appointments are           

encouraged to be scheduled on Friday’s so a child does not miss class time. We understand some 

offices are not open on Friday’s. If your child has to miss school for an appointment, please 

bring in a note. Parents are strongly encouraged to keep children home if they are not feeling 

well. If your child is not feeling well, please be sure to contact the office regarding the absence 

and communicate why your child is gone. The more communication the school has this year     

regarding absences, the better. The office will document the reason of absence, and notify the 

teachers. If your child will have an extended absence due to illness, a doctor’s note will be       

required. The staff will work to ensure a smooth transition to distance learning at home for your 

child. If you have any questions in regards to student attendance, please call the school office. 

Student check in and check out procedures have changed at SES for the school year. Parents 

will need to come in to the front entry and ring the door bell to communicate with the office. If 

you are picking up a child early, we will ask you to wait in the front entry and we will get them 

from their classroom to you. If you are dropping a child off late, please come with your child to 

the front entry, and the office staff will sign them in and get them to their classroom. If you are 

dropping something off at the school for your child, please drop it in the front entry and com-

municate with the office. They will ensure an item gets delivered to the classroom. At this time, 

outside visitors or volunteers, including parents, are not allowed in the building. 

If your child has a birthday and would like 

to bring treats to school to share with 

their class, we ask that items brought in 

are prepackaged in individual bags for 

each student. We are asking that no 

homemade treats be brought in to share 

with classes this year. 



* Parental School Health Procedures for COVID 19 * 
Parents should check daily for signs of illness before sending children to school. Students with 
any illness must stay home. The following can be used as a guide. Please note, the recognized 
symptoms of COVID-19 will likely continue to be refined over time. This list should be updated as 
necessary. 

Does your student have any of the following symptoms: 

» A cough  

» Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  

» A fever of 100.4°F or higher or a sense of having a fever  

» A sore throat  

» Chills  

» New loss of taste or smell 

» Muscle or body aches  

» Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea  

» Congestion/running nose – not related to seasonal allergies  

» Unusual fatigue 

Does anyone in your household have any of the above symptoms? Has your student been in close 
contact with anyone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19? 

The student must be excluded from school if the answer to any of the above questions is “yes.” 
Please let the school know if your student is not coming to school due to concerns of COVID 
 

If your child becomes ill at school with COVID symptoms: 
» They will be quarantined in the nurse’s office which includes wearing a face cover and be 6 

feet from all others. 

» We ask that you or an emergency contact pick up the student as soon as possible,          
preferably within 30 to 60 minutes.  

» If your child is sent home due to COVID symptoms, they must remain home until they are     
fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications.  These medications 
would include Tylenol and Ibuprofen. 

» If you or your family have COVID then the Crook County Public Health Department will         
determine when your child can return to school.   

If you are quarantined at home or have COVID you can get a doctor’s note to receive home-
bound education.  This will be on an individual basis but will consist of your student being on the 
computer with their teacher and class for the entire day from home as their health allows.  

 

If you have any questions in regards to our health procedures or protocol, please 
email Nurse Whitney Cundy at cundyw@crook1.com, or you may call her at SES at 
307-283-1227. 


