
he varsity Lady Bulldogs volleyball team 
headed to Casper November 7-9 and 
emerged undefeated in order to secure 

the state championship title. 
They headed into the tournament seeded 

third, and walked out as champions, echoing 
their triumph from two years ago. 

“It was so surreal, nobody could believe it. 
We all just looked at each other and were like, 
“did we really just win this whole thing?” It 
was just unbelievable, and I’m so proud of the 
team,” sophomore Briska Johnson recalls. 

The first day, the Lady Bulldogs took on 
the Tongue River Eagles in an intense and 

suspenseful match that went to four games. 
“It was an intense game, a bit scary at 

moments but we stayed together as a team and 
won!” senior Joleen Pollat says. 

The semi-finals were against the Rocky 
Mountain Grizzlies, but Sundance was 
determined to make it to the finals and swept 
Rocky in three games. 

“I was so confused because we couldn’t 
believe that we were actually headed to the 
championship! Throughout the rest of the 
night we were like ‘wow!’” sophomore Cana 
McInerney reports. “We were all in disbelief 
but were hyped to be there, and we knew 
after the Rocky game that we actually had a 
shot. We had a great team atmosphere as we 
prepared to fight and win,” sophomore Brook 
Hofland agrees. 

Saturday, November 9, Sundance headed 
into the championship ready to fight with a 
huge crowd excited to cheer them on. Parents, 
family, and friends showed up in Casper 
to support the Lady Bulldogs, and it really 
did pay off. The girls walked on the court as 
underdogs, and walked off as champions. 

“It was very overwhelming being there, and 
all I wanted to do after regionals was win state. 
I did not want to go home as losers,” junior 
Aftyn Marchant explains. 

This is the second time in three years that 
the varsity volleyball team has won state, and 
the underclassmen are excited to continue that 
legacy. 

“I plan on continuing to work hard as 
a team as one, and work hard all the time,” 
sophomore Ty Holloman says. 
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Climate change, pollution, 
and deforestation affect the planet 
in a big way. What can people 
do to help? Youtuber Mr. Beast, 
a creator known for giving lots 
of money through competitions 
to his friends has recently hit 
20 million subscribers. As a 
celebration, his fans asked him 
to help the planet out by planting 
20 million trees. Team Trees is a 
fundraiser started by Mr. Beast 

and Mark Rober, a former NASA 
scientist, and YouTuber.

Freshman Dylan Hough gives 
his opinion on Team Trees and 
why we need our Black Hills. 
Hough says, “It is important to 
have our forest, it’s what is needed 
to keep things living.”

Forest Serviceman, Stephen 
Singleton, provides some insight 
into what planting 20 million trees 
will do. Singleton says “Planting 
20 million trees will allow for 
increased carbon sequestration….
Younger trees are better at 

sequestering carbon from the air 
than older trees since they are 
actively growing more rapidly 
than their older counterparts.  
This may have a positive effect on 
climate change since excess CO2 
emissions will be used by the tree 
for its growth.”

The goal is to keep the trees 
alive, so how do they identify ill 
and healthy trees? Stephen adds, 
“Healthy trees should have a full 
crown of leaves and needles while 
they are in season.  Unhealthy 

STATE CHAMPS

See MERLE, PAGE 4 

By Briska Johnson 
Red & White Reporter

See TREES, PAGE 4

Team Trees raises awareness with SHS students

Courtesy Photo 
Members of the Sundance FFA attended the National 
Convention in Indianna. 

Lady Bulldogs claim state 2A volleyball title
Submitted Photo

The Sundance Lady Bulldogs claimed the 2A state volleyball title.

The man, the myth, the legend: Merle 
Lossing, a bus driver extraordinaire. Merle is 
currently a Sundance school bus driver and a #1 
sports fan. One can always spot Merle rocking 
a summer bucket hat with a strap, alongside a 
friendly, dazzling smile. Merle is always sure to 
give a greeting such as a joke or a friendly “good 
morning” to anyone he sees. 

He started driving buses for the Sundance 

school in July of 2016 and has since then 
become well known around the school and 
sport community.  

Driving a bus full of loud teenage kids who 
believe that they can sing is hard enough, not to 
mention the disputes of having heat or AC on, 
and the wild weather conditions are enough to 
make anyone go crazy. So how does Merle do 
it? 

“It’s not always easy. I definitely have 
some difficult moments, but I enjoy working 

with teachers, coaches and students and their 
enthusiasm rubs off on me.”

Every up has its down, but even difficult 
times can provide amazing memories. “The 
2018 ladies state basketball championship and 
this year’s state volleyball championship. Those 
two teams would just not give up and showed 
so much grit. Watching them work so hard to 
attain their goals was and continues to be very 
special memories.”

By Rhianna Heaster 
Red & White Reporter

Merle Lossing drives Sundance High to success

Courtesy Photo 
Sundance High School bus driver Merle Lossing poses 
for a quick picture with senior Teddi Marchant during 
state volleyball.

T

Everyone loves trees. Trees 
provide us with, shelter, oxygen, 
all of our wood products, and they 
are very beautiful. 

Because they are so vital, it is 
very important that they are taken 
care of. The health of the forests is 
an important part of the ecosystem 
and if it is not maintained, it is put 
at risk of dying. 

Pine Beetles a threat 
to the Black Hills

See BEETLE, PAGE 4

By Jessica Niemeyer
Red & White Reporter By Elizabeth Davis

Red & White Reporter

The FFA students had some exciting and 
fun experiences in the last few months. On 
October 30th the FFA students headed out on 
a long drive to the National FFA Convention 
in Indianapolis. The students had to work 
hard to be able to attend.

 “We did a lot of fundraising, everyone 
came together and made it happen.” Mr. 
Kennah stated, “We took two minivans for 
ten people so it was a fairly comfortable ride.” 
Mr. Kennah also elaborated on the ride there, 
“The trip to the convention was a pretty long 
drive so we broke it up into parts, we first 
stopped at Sioux Falls, then the John Deere 
factory, and then went up to spend a night in 
Champagne, Illinois, then the reindeer farm, 
then dropped down into Kokomo, India 
where we would commute to Indianapolis, 
then Toma, Washington, and back to Sioux 
Falls.” When asked about what the kids did to 
pass the time he replied with, “With it being 
quite a ways away, a lot of them slept for most 
of the car ride.” Mr. Kennah remarked, “At 
one session they said there was around 67,000 
people.” They didn’t only go the convention 

Mr. Kennah also stated, “We visited a 
cranberry farm, I had never seen that type of 
agriculture before and it was very interesting. 
I think the kids really liked it too, there was 
a lot of work that goes into raising cranber-
ries that we aren’t aware of around here.” As 
a teacher, Mr. Kennah said his favorite part 
of the trip was, “Being able to take the kids 
and exposing them to new things.” Sundance 
and Indianapolis are very different when 
questioned Mr. Kennah replied, “It’s a dif-
ferent world than what kids are used to and 
they didn’t quite know how to take it, but we 
figured it out and explored a lot.”

The students all had their own favorite 
moments, experiences, and events that they 
visited. Teagan Marchant said, “I think my fa-
vorite moment is probably when we stopped 
at a Steak and Shake I convinced the waitress 
to get the restaurant to sing happy birthday 
to Nate.” Dawson Flahaven talked about his 
favorite moment, “I liked that we stayed in 
several different motels and being able to 
hang out with my friends.” Kate Sell said, 
“My favorite thing about the trip was going 

Sundance FFA attends 
state convention 
By Tony Villegas
Red & White Reporter

See FFA, PAGE 4



Q: Where is the coolest place you have visited? 
A: “I was lucky enough to live in a smll town 
in the highlands of Guatemala on Lago 
Atitlan called San Marcos la Laguna. The lake 
was surrounded by three volcanoes and was 
called, the most beautiful lake in the world, by 
the Author of ‘Brave New World’ by Aldous 
Huxley.”
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: Toronto, Ontario Canada. 
Q: What is a hobby you enjoy? 
A: I love to play golf and disc golf. I also dig 
riding bikes with my family.
Q: What is your favorite book? 

A: “Since I first 
read it as a kid, my 
favorite book is 
‘Watership Down’ by 
Ricahrd Adams.” 
Q: What is your 
favorite Canadian 
Dish? 
A: “I drink Tim 
Horton’s coffee 
everyday and 

poutine has got to be my favorite Canadian 
delicacy. Who wouldn’t love fries smothered 
with cheese curds and gravy?”

Q: What is a hidden talent of yours? 
A: I am pretty good at making up bedtime 
stories for Lochlan and Luna. 
Q: What is something your stuents may not 
know about you? 
A: I’m pretty open and honest with all of my 
classes. I pretty much lay it all out there on the 
daily. My secert desire however, is to one day 
learn to sail. 
Q: Who is your favorite band/singer? 
A: This is a tough one. I listen to many different 
genres of music. I’m going to say, maybe for the 
sake of nostolgia, the Canadian rockers, The 
Tragically Hip. 

Bulldog 
Bites

Shoppers share Black 
Friday experiences

Black Hills Pioneer Ad

Sundance Times 
Ad

Teacher Spotlight: SHS English, Drama Teacher: Mr. Gillis 

Student I & E Day
The next student intervention and enrichment 
day is on Dec. 13 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Students are encouraged to attend and receive 
extra help on assignments or participate in 
enrichment projects.

Last Red & White for 2019
The next issue will print in January 2020. The 
Red & White Staff thanks everyone for the 
support received with the first printed SHS 
newspaper in 2019.

Upcoming event
Have an upcoming event? Send event 
information to shsyearbook@crook1.com to 
run in the Red & White.

By Red & White Staff

Sundance High School junior and Student Council President 
Rhianna Heaster was named the 2019-2020 Wyoming Asso-
ciation of Student Councils President during the WASC state 
convention Nov. 17-19 in Sheridan.

“I was really nervous,” said Heaster. “But I was also exited 
and ready to take on the responsibility.”

Eleven Sundance Student Council members attended WASC, 
which draws attendees from all Wyoming High Schools. 
Heaster spent her time at the convention giving candidate 
speeches and answering questions from a panel of voting dele-
gates. 

Along with Heaster’s presidential nomination, senior Josiah 
Rudloff, completed his term as the WASC Vice President. 
Rudloff and Heaster, along with junior Sherry Negaard, senior 
Teddi Marchant and junior Bailee Heaster led workshops on 
swing dancing and inclusion. 

Other student council members who attended completed 
community service projects at Sheridan and Big Horn elemen-
tary schools and on the Sheridan Community College campus. 
Sophomore Briska Johnson ran for the Northeast Region Rep-
resentative. “It was terrifyng, but after I was done, I was happy I 
gave it a chance,” said Briska Johnson. 
While Johnson did not get elected, she adds she plans to contin-
ue pursuing a state position in the future.

“I liked listening to all the candidate’s speeches. You can see 
from each school they all have different views on what would 
make Wyoming schools best,” she aded.

Heaster will remain the SHS Student Council President and 
promote her initiatives on kindness and inclusion; however, she 
will expand those ideas to the state level in the hopes all Wyo-
ming schools will follow the lead. 

“I have had experience with peopole not being kind and not 
being included,” Heaster said. “I wanted to change that in my 
school and all throughout Wyoming.” 

Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Jordan 
Members of the Sundance High School student council and advisors attended the 
Wyoming Association of Student Councils Nov. 16-18 in Sheridan. 

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Jungwirth 
Junior Rhianna Heaster, left, is inducted as the 2019-2020 Wyoming Association of 
Student Councils President at the state convention on Nov. 19.

By Ty Holloman 
Red & White Reporter

      
After stuffing your face with 

thanksgiving turkey and spending time with 
your family, nothing says “I’m thankful,” 
more than rushing to your local mall to get 
the best deals on all of the new products. 
This year, Black Friday fell on Nov. 29. 
Black Friday is a huge shopping event that 
happens the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
This holiday is ssentially when you buy 
all of your christmas gifts, with expensive 
amenities flying off of the shelves at wallet 
friendly prices. 

Black Friday shopping can get a little 
crazy. Eager shoppers wait in line for hours; 
and some news stations reorted shoppers 
pitching tents in subzero weather to be 
the very first in line for the best deals on 
clothes, games, appliances and electronics. 
Some of the most popular things bought 
during Black Friday include: PS4 games, 
movies, cookware, and cleaning devices. 
This year, almost every popular device being 
sold is some sort of technology. 

People from all over the country 
experience crazy Black Friday stories. Even 
students at Sundance High School have 
witnessed the surprising reality of how 
serious some take Black Friday. 

“I was at Target and I watched these 
mom’s fight over a Paw Patrol toy,’’ says 
sophomore Cana McInerney. 

Not all Black Friday experiences end 
with yelling or altercations over the best 
Christmas toys, however. 

Senior Teddi Marchant had trouble even 
getting to the early deals. 

“One time I took my moms car Black 
Friday shopping and when we lost  service 
at Beulah, my friend and I blew a tire and 
couldn’t find the spare so we had to get out 
and find service to call my dad at 4:30 a.m. 
and ended up Black Friday shopping in 
Walmart for tires,’’ says Marchant.

“I went to Cabelas in Rapid City and got 
there around 3:30 in the morning. Bad news 
was that they didn’t open until 7 a.m. So we 
waited in the parking lot and there was lots 
of other people waiting there at 3:30, too. 
The parking lot was full. Well, we fell asleep 
and woke up at about 9 in the morning and 
went inside to see if anything was left and 
all the water bottles and small/ medium 
jackets were gone and every single pair of 
gloves was gone. So we sat there forever for 
nothing”, tells Ashlynn Fowler.

Black Friday seems to be one of the 
biggest shopping events of the year, Small 
Business Saturday, a day dedicated to 
shopping local deals. Supporting local 
businesses ensures money spent stays in the 
community, supporting friends and family.

Cyber Monday is another shopping 
event, that follows the Monday after 
Black Friday. Cyber Monday is all online 
shopping. Some may say it’s better than 
Black Friday. After Black Friday, once 
everyone stayed up to go shopping, stores 
tend to sell the same items for even cheaper 
on Cyber Monday. 

“I do enjoy Black Friday shopping 
because it’s an excuse to hang out with your 
friends that are in town for the holidays, 
but cyber Monday has better deals,” says 
Marchant. 

Editorial

Comic Corner
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Rhianna Heaster elected WASC state president



As football and volleyball wrap up fall, 
high school boys and girls basketball will 
start November 25. The staff and students are 
excited for the start of a new season.

“I’m just excited about basketball,” said 
head boys basketball coach, Mr. Olson. “I 
love basketball, I love coaching, the group of 
guys we have this year are awesome.” 

Some seasoned players are pumped 
for basketball to start, as well. And not all 
memories are made on the court. 

“I love being with my teammates, 
bonding with them on the bus,” junior Aftyn 
Marchant said.

Senior Kye Taylor is eager to start his 
favorite season, explaining his goals of, 
“Having a good last year, and going out with 
a bang.” 

Last year, the Bulldog basketball teams 

fell short of a state tournament, but fought 
valiantly throughout the season. The boys 
almost secured a state spot, but were defeated 
by Wright in an intense match on February 
23 of this year. 

However, they are ready for a comeback 
this year.

“Individually, I want to be a leader, and 
team-wide, push the floor more, be a faster 
team,” Taylor said. 

Juniors Lane Gill, Landon Martin, and 
Wyatt Gillespie echoed this statement, 
sharing their hopes to make it to state and 
finish in the top four. 

“Big Horn has always been a tough 
competitor, and we can’t overlook Wright or 
Moorcroft. There will be some good games 
coming up,” Olson explains. 

The Lady Bulldogs basketball team is 

excited for this year, hoping to repeat history 
and be successful throughout the season.

Senior Molly Amann explains, “I want us 
to do well at regionals, and make it to state.” 
The Sundance girls athletes have growing 
pressure and expectations of them because of 
their success in the past in multiple sports. 

Coach Joni Ellsbury says, “I hope they 
just have fun, and play the game that they 
know how to play.” The Lady Bulldogs are 
pretty evenly matched across the conference, 
so there will be some intense games. 

Statewide, the consensus is Pine Bluffs 
will be a tough team to beat. 

Although the boys hate the House of Pain 
(conditioning drill), the opponents of the 
Bulldog Basketball teams are in for a world of 
pain. 

Sports
SHS students to spread school spirit with cheer team

This year Sundance High School 
welcomed a new cheer team for the first time 
in decades. Coached by Miss Jungwirth, the 
group of seven girls ranging from freshmen 
to seniors learned all about the struggles of 
forming a new team after not having one for a 
long time. The first task the team had to take 
on was fundraising for uniforms that were 
not 20 years old. “We did a chili feed prior to 

the homecoming coronation and the burning 
of the “S,” we also did elementary volleyball 
concession stands,” says Jungwirth “We are 
also hoping to hold a cheer clinic during the 
winter.” 

After fundraising for uniforms and pom 
poms the next task was finding time for 
practice and actually learning the cheers. “So 
far our biggest struggle has been finding time 
to practice. Sundance students are incredibly 
involved which is a great thing, but we really 

had to work with schedules to find time to 
practice.” says Jungwirth. However according 
to Jungwirth picking up on cheers was not 
an issue. “The girls are very receptive to the 
chants and cheers and they seem to have fun 
with whatever they are doing.” she says. 

The cheer team spends time between 
Jungwirth’s classroom and the wrestling room 
finding out which environment made them 
the most comfortable and confident to cheer 

At the start of his second year at 
Sundance High School history teacher and 
wrestling coach Mr. Carsrud is gearing up for 
his second year of coaching. 

“I wanted to be a coach because I like 
working with young athletes, seeing them 
grow, and succeed in this sport is a blessing 
all in it’s own. I like being there for them 
when things are tough, help walk them 
through it and watch them grow from it.” 
says Carsrud. 

Wrestling was not something Carsrud 
did throughout high school but he did 
dabble in it in junior high, “I wrestled a little 
in junior high. I really enjoyed the sport and 
how physically demanding it was.” Practice 
will begin for the high school team on Nov. 
25 and assistant coach Carsrud is already 
forming goals for the team. 

“This year will be all about intensity 
during our matches and especially in the 
practice room. Our wrestlers learned a lot 
last year, they learned new moves, how and 
when to execute them, and how to push 
through when a match gets tough. Now 
it’s time to pump up the tempo and be the 
opponent that others are afraid to wrestle.”

Junior Owen Haiar returns to the mat for 
his fourth year of Bulldog wrestling. Haiar  
plans to wrestle at 132 and work his way 
down to 126. 

“I’m excited about this season. We have 
the potential to fill every weight class, and 
maybe have duals at home, so this season 
should be pretty good,” Haiar said. 

This year the wrestling program is down 
in numbers but Carsrud’s advice to those 
unsure if they want to join: “Wrestling is 
one of the only sports that someone cannot 
really compete in outside of high school. You 
can always go and play ‘old man’ basketball 
or throw the football around or play in a 
softball league. But you will never be able to 
wrestle competitively after your senior year 
in high school.”

“I think everyone’s biggest opponent 
in wrestling is themselves,” Haiar added. 
“Staying on weight and wrestling through a 
tough match takes a lot of willpower.”

Wrestlers to hit 
the mat, open 
2019-20 season

Bulldog basketball takes to the court

By Molly Amann
Red & White Editor

By Rhianna Heaster
Red & White Staff

File Photo  
Above, sophomore Gunner McLaughlin garuds the ball against one of the Sundace Bulldog’s biggest opponents, the Big Horn Rams. 

By Molly Amann 
Red & White Editor 

Athletes to build on past successes, set state tournament goals

Photo by Molly Amann 
The SHS cheer team practices a floor routine.See CHEER PAGE 4

Red & White File Photo 
Junior Owen Haiar takes on an opponent 
during the 2018-19 wrestling season.

Upton-Sundance Patriots end season in second round playoffs

In the first round of playoffs the Upton 
Sundance Patriots went on to play the Rocky 
Mountain Grizzlies on Upton’s home field 
in freezing weather. The Patriots started out 
determined to have another shutout game 
and their tough defense forced a turnover 
right off the bat. Junior Jess Claycomb of 
Upton was able to run a touchdown in 
the first quarter to put the Patriots on the 
board first. Again in the first quarterback 

and junior Brad Kruger threw a long touch-
down to senior Kye Taylor for a touchdown. 
Sophomore Levi Rudloff contributed a point 
off of a field goal. The first quarter ended 
with a score of 14-0. In the second quarter 
Claycomb got a touchdown off a run right off 
the bat. Shortly after, Rocky Mountain scored 
a touchdown which was the first time the 
Patriots had let any team on the board in six 
games. Not letting it get the patriots down, 
Taylor caught his second touchdown of the 
night putting the score at 28-7. Toward the 
end of the second quarter, Kruger was able to 

connect with Caylor for 6 more points ending 
the second half with a score of 34-7. As the 
third quarter came around Caylor was fired 
up from his last minute touchdown and went 
for another, making the score 41-7. Claycomb 
made his 3rd touchdown of the night ending 
the 3rd quarter with a score of 41-7. In the 
fourth quarter the patriots were able to secure 
one more touch down ending the game with 
the score of 53-7. 

Winning against Rocky Mountain the 
team advanced to the second round of 

By Molly Amann
Red & White Editor 

See PATS PAGE 4



4

Merle is always there with a smile on his 
face as sophomore Cana McInerney says, 

“Seeing Merle in the driver’s seat on early 
game mornings gets me hyped! It shows that he 
really cares, and is ready to rock and roll!” 

From the bus ride to the game itself Merle 
is ready to support the players. You can always 
be sure to hear him chant out and cheer on both 
the boys and the girls in their games. 

The man who could do it all. Everyone 
knows that person who seems to be gifted in 
anything they do, Merle is an excellent example 
of this from UPS driving, to being a bus driver, 
to singing and cheering. 

“I was a UPS driver for 32 years until the 
spring of 2016, when I decided to leave UPS. I 
officially retired June 30, 2016,” Merle says. 

“It was not an easy decision, but the long 
hours and driving 200+ miles a day were taking 
a toll. So I decided to end my 32-year career.”

Instead of staying home and relaxing after 
his original career Merle jumped back on the 
transportation train and started his journey as a 
bus driver. 

“Deb Davis, the transportation director 

for Sundance, asked me if I was interested in 
driving for the school district. I was. I wanted to 
stay busy and more involved in the community 
than UPS allowed me to be,” says Merle. 

Singing must be the key to life, as Merle 
brings his charms onto the big stage, by 
performing “You Made Love Grow” in a variety 
show. 

“I enjoy writing poetry and songs and had 
one in mind to try at the audition. When the 
judges said yes, I sang my song accompanied 
by Ward Johnston at the show. I was extremely 
nervous. But I am ready to try another one,” 
reveals Merle. 

Whether it be on or off the stage, people 
always seem to be awed and inspired by Merle. 

Merle also comes from a background of 
ranching as he thinks back to his childhood:

 “I grew up on a small ranch/farm in 
Northeast Montana, I enjoyed working with 
cattle and operating machinery.”

 This just adds another factor into how 
Merle is like the perfect shape for the spot in 
Sundance’s Jigsaw puzzle. 

Merle provided the high school volleyball 
team with high-end transportation to every 
game. With the end of 2019 came the rip-
roaring victory for the high school volleyball 
girls at state. 

“After the girls won state, all I felt was 
humble, proud, and extremely honored,” says 
Merle.

Countless of times, Merle has said and done 
things that just left the team in a fit of giggles 
and a storm of smiles. 

“After the semifinals, we were all eating at 
the Texas Roadhouse, and someone told the 
waiters that it was McKaya’s birthday even 
though it wasn’t. The waiters had her sit on a 
saddle and had everyone wish her a Texas “Yee-
haw.” No one was surprised to learn that the 
culprit behind it all was Merle,” says sophomore 
Ella Bifulco.

Assistant Coach Blasczyk recalls her favorite 
Merle memory:

“At state, we couldn’t hear much of anything 
during the game, but we could hear Merle 
chanting “Jo Jo Jo Jo Jo Jo. He is her biggest 
fan!”

Senior Teddi Marchant recalls:
“At state volleyball in 2017, we went to the 

strip mall in Casper, and when I got back on 
the bus and asked him what store he went to, he 
said he went to Supercuts because he thought it 
was a deli, and ended up getting a haircut. This 
showed me how funny and lighthearted he is.” 

Rhianna Heaster after winning WASC State 
President recalls:

“Everytime I would get back on the bus he 
would say “Madam President” in a different 
voice. I could not have won the position 
without his support and his bus.”

Merle is well known for dropping 
thoughtful and humorous words of wisdom 
for any occasion. At Wasc Merle found joy in 
telling Rhianna Heaster, “Thanks for riding 
Airbus One.”

After dropping the girls off at their game, 
Merle finds a way to go into the gym and cheer 
each and every person on. He chants words of 
encouragement and makes small jokes to help 
the game along. If this year has taught anyone 
anything, it’s that the bond between a team and 
their bus driver is strong. 

“Merle takes care of all of us. He’s so 
invested in the players and coaches and our 
well-being. Having him along is our good luck 
charm! You can always look to the stands and 
find him watching and cheering. He’s a huge 
part of our team,” says Blazyack. 

Whether it be day or night, winter or sunny, 
hot or cold, Merle finds a way to brighten up 
even the darkest of days. From opening people’s 
eyes to the thought of how snow is symbolic 
to us crossing the Antarctic to leaving forever 
memories for each person they can always look 
back on. 

MERLE, CONT. FROM PG. 1

trees will have discolored and fewer leaves and 
needles during their natural growing season.  
A healthy tree should also be free of any signs 
of decay around the base of the tree and up 
its trunk.  Signs of decay may include fungus 
growing from the outer bark.”

All of the donations made to Team Trees 
goes straight to the Arbor Day Foundation, 
which promises to plant one tree for every 
dollar donated. When they reach their goal 
they plan to start planting in early January 
2020 and no later than December of 2020. 
Mr. Beast chose to work with the Arbor Day 
Foundation because they have planted over 350 
million trees around the world in the past 50 
years. 

Team Trees is beneficial to the Sundance 
community due to its placement in the Black 
Hills. The Black Hills Forest has always had 

a pine beetle problem. Forestry teacher Todd 
Hickman says “Pine beetles are harmful 
because they introduce blue stain fungus.” 
In order to keep up with trees dying, it is 
important to get the infected trees removed 
and plant healthy ones in their place. 

Hickman adds “Planting trees has 
numerous benefits; they absorb carbon dioxide 
and prevent erosion. They also provide shade 
to keep the climate cooler.” 

Stephen Singleton, of the Black Hills 
Forestry Service, also adds, “The mountain 
pine beetle is an endemic species to pine 
forests, meaning they are a natural disturbance 
agent that usually affects just small patches 
of pine trees from place to place…. When 
the adult beetles attack a pine tree, they bore 
their way into the tree through the outer bark, 
subsequently creating pitch tubes…. Once the 
beetles have bored their way into the tree to 
the inner cambium layer or inner bark, they 
bore galleries just inside the bark where they 

lay eggs.  Larvae emerge from the eggs and 
continue to feed and create boring dust in the 
galleries prior to pupating and emerging as 
adults in the summer.  The formation of so 
many galleries around the circumference of the 
tree prevents nutrient flow from the leaves to 
the roots and causes the tree’s needles to turn 
from green to yellow and then red to brown.  
Within a couple of years after the attack, the 
tree usually dies due to a lack of nutrient flow 
and dropping all of its needles.” 

Increased carbon dioxide levels increases 
the need for more trees. Plants, including trees 
absorb 25% of carbon dioxide that humans 
have put into the air. After the Industrial 
Revolution, our carbon dioxide levels began to 
rise past the three-hundred mark, something 
they had never done before. Today we are 
rising just above five-hundred. Alongside that, 
the temperature follows it. Making our planet 
hotter than ever before.

A large threat to the Black Hills right now 
are pine beetles. These pine beetles burrow 
into trees and kill them. They can then 
spread to trees around them and infest them 
as well. Another problem is competition 
among the trees. With so many trees, there 
is always a battle for the nutrients in the soil; 
this results in smaller, weaker trees. The most 
well-known threat to the forests are forest 
fires. Forest fires are caused by quite a lot of 
different things and tend to spread because 
the trees are un-kept and too close together. 

These problems can be serious and 
the forests would become unhealthy if not 
maintained, but luckily loggers clean and 
maintain the forests to keep them healthy. 
Logging plays a really important role in the 
Black Hills because the forests can get really 
dry in the summer which increases fire 
risk, and the pine beetles are really active 
because the forests are mostly pine trees. 
Our forests are well maintained because 
the loggers are very active in cleaning and 
preserving them. There are many other places 
that don’t take care of their forests, so they 
become overgrown and more susceptible 
to disease. When a fire breaks out in these 
unkept forests it spreads rapidly and burns 
in the crown of the tree making it incredibly 
difficult to fight them. 

“People don’t necessarily think about the 
impacts of cleaning up the forest so that you 
don’t end up with a larger fuel source to wipe 
out areas it can keep the fire out of the crown 
of the tree and keep it down on the ground 
where we can fight it,” Mr. Hickman.

As well as that, when the pine beetle 
epidemic hit, these overgrown forests were 
nearly destroyed. The forests of the Black 
Hills have not suffered like these others 
because the loggers have been so diligent in 
taking care of our forests. 

Even though they do so much, loggers 
tend to have a bad reputation because people 
think that they cut down too many trees. This 
is a very inaccurate outlook on loggers. Many 
people think that they just go in and wipe out 
huge sections of forests for no reason; loggers 
never just wipe out trees for no reason, and 
if they cut down larger sections, it might not 
look good right then but it is for the benefit 
of the forest and is better in the long-run. 
Additionally, logging not only benefits the 
environment, it also benefits society because 
it provides us with lumber that is used in 
every single wood and paper product, and 
space to build homes; it also lowers the 
risk of fires near towns. Logging is a very 
important part of managing the environment 
and maintaining the health of the forests 
and by extension society. If the loggers don’t 
take care of the forests then nature will do so 
using methods like fire and pine beetles.

 “What the loggers are doing is much 
more beneficial to the forests than if we were 
to just let it grow,” Mr. Hickman.
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to the reindeer farm and getting a kiss from a 
reindeer.” Nate Schommer said, “My favorite 
moment from the trip is visiting the Speed-
way Motors Museum in Nebraska because I 
thought it was cool to see all the old cars and 
the history they had.” 
The kids learned quite a bit on their trip. Daw-
son Flahaven learned, “Reindeer are extremely 
expensive and they’re actually a lot smaller 
than what you would think.” Teagan March-
ant learned, “A lot of FFA chapters have many 
advisors.” Nate Schommer learned, “There are 

a lot of steps in making a John Deere trac-
tor.”Kate Sell learned, “Sometimes you’ll see 
protesters on the sidewalks.”
Indianapolis is very different when compared 
to Sundance. In Sundance, you know everyone 
pretty well, while in Indianapolis everyone 
around you is a stranger. For the FFA students, 
it was a different and new experience. Many 
of them learned that it is very easy to get lost. 
Teagan Marchant can testify to that, “I didn’t 
like how often we would get lost.” Dawson Fla-
haven also had a similar experience, “I thought 
it was going to be horrible and that I wouldn’t 
like it, but it wasn’t that bad. I did get lost and 

I went up to a cop to ask for directions, he told 
me to go down two blocks and take a left so I 
went down two blocks and took a left which 
brought me to an alley. I called Coyle and he 
came and got me. It was cool, I think it’s some-
thing everybody should do or try.”
The FFA students had a good time and an 
overall good experience. Kate Sell said, “The 
experience for me, it was good, I had fun and I 
didn’t get the mumps, so that was good.” Tea-
gan Marchant said, “It was pretty good, I had a 
lot of fun.”
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in, something Jungwirth said was hard at first. 
“So far cheerleading is teaching us a lot 

about confidence. Realizing  that eventually 
we will have to get up in front of people is 
nerve-wracking but we are learning how to be 
confident,” senior Tairyn Richards says.

Freshman Alexis Fraiser echoes this by 
saying, “Miss Jungwirth always tells us to not 
be afraid to get up in front of everyone and if 
you do get afraid you have your team up there 
with you too.”

With the help of Miss Jungwirth and the 
comforting fact that this was a new experience 
for everyone, the girls were able to cheer loud, 
and move onto harder tricks. “I like jumping, 

I like to do it and learn new things.” Fraiser 
says. The girls spent lots of time picking up 
on cheers, learning how to work together as a 
team and attempting new and more difficult 
routines.

“It is definitely hard to catch up on some of 
our cheers if you miss a day.” Fraiser adds with 
a chuckle. Senior Telsi Comer who has been 
involved in cheerleading for four years says, 
“Cheerleading has taught me to try my best 
and be my best.” All the girls are able to agree 
on one thing, cheerleading has given them 
a new found confidence, and perhaps that is 
one of the most important skills a sport can 
provide.

“Overall, I wanted to increase school 
spirit at athletic events and give another 
avenue for Sundance High School students 

to participate,,” Jungwirth says. And that is 
exactly what the team will do this winter. 
The cheerleading team will cheer at home 
basketball games for the boys and girls team. 
They hope to grow their team, increase 
funding and learn new cheers to increase 
school spirit. 

“I just want the girls to gain the confidence 
of getting out on the court, and to understand 
the basic fundamentals of cheerleading, arm 
motions, jumping and the basics,” Jungwirth 
adds. 

“I hope our team grows, and learns new 
things. I hope we leave a legacy younger girls 
will want to pursue.” junior Rhinana Heaster 
says. 
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playoffs. And just like last year, the second 
round of playoff game was against the 
Cokeville Panthers. For the second time in 
2 years, the team hopped on a bus to make 
a 9 hour drive to Cokeville to play their 
second playoff game. Once the game began, 
both teams came out tough and competitive, 

fighting their hardest to go to state. Cokeville 
got on the board first and ended the first 
quarter with another touch down and a 
score of 14-0. Finally in the second quarter, 
Kruger connected with Caylor for a Patriot 
touchdown. Back in the game the score was 
14-7. Cokeville’s tough defense made it hard 
for the Patriots to reach the endzone, but that 
did not stop them from wanting to. In the 4th 

quarter Cokeville got a safety in the endzone 
and gained two more points to end the game at 
16-7, Cokeville. Although the patriots were not 
able to make it to state, their season should not 
go unrecognized. Overall the team scored 331 
points in their regular season games, and they 
only let 30 points in their endzone. The team is 
also ranked 3 in the state’s conference. 
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