
Overton ISD 

Frequently Asked Questions 

About the 2020-2021 School Year 

 

School calendar and academic day 

When is the first day of school for the 2020-2021 school year? 

All OISD students will start school on Tuesday, August 18th.  The school calendar is available on the OISD 

website and hard copies can be made available upon request at each campus office. 

What is the bell schedule for 2020-2021? 

All grade levels will begin classes at 8 AM.  The secondary campus (grades 6-12) will end their academic day at 

3:32 PM and the elementary grades (pre k-5) will end at 3:30 PM.  The staggered release time is designed to 

allow bus students to load at different areas based on their grade levels. 

Will the minimum student attendance for class credit rule be in effect for the 2020-2021 

school year? 

Yes, the law mandating 90% attendance for credit is still the rule and the Texas Education Agency will not be 

issuing waivers for the rule.  Students will be required to attend at least 90% of their classes to receive credit 

and to be promoted.  Even students who are learning remotely will be required to attend at least 90% of their 

classes.   

What will OISD do to lessen the spread of Covid 19 for those who attend school in person? 

While the following list is not a complete list of steps that will be taken every day, it does represent the extent to which 

OISD is going to protect our students and staff. 

1. Hand sanitizer will be in every classroom, common areas, and entrances to our buildings. 

2. Students will be taught how to appropriately wash their hands at least twice daily for at least 20 seconds. 

3. Visitors to our campuses/buildings will be limited to those with an appointment and all visitors will be required 

to engage in screening/health protocols before being allowed to enter the buildings. 

4. Schools are required to comply with the governor’s executive order that requires all citizens over the age of 10 

to wear face coverings.  In addition to the executive order, OISD is requiring all students in grades 4-12 (if 

developmentally appropriate) to wear a face covering so there won’t be a classroom in which some students 

wear a face covering and some don’t. 

5. The district will monitor all student gathering locations to promote social distancing and avoid group gatherings. 

6. All district staff and students will be trained on protocols associated with minimizing the spread of Covid 19. 

Additional training on how to recognize the signs and symptoms of Covid 19 will also be implemented. 

7. Informational posters and signage related to precautions, symptoms, and requirements will be posted 

thoughout each building. 

8. All district employees will self-screen for Covid 19 symptoms before coming to school each day. 

9. All students will be screened at the start of every day to determine if they have Covid-19 symptoms or if they 

have had close contact with an individual with Covid 19. 



10.  Classrooms, hallways, offices, and other high traffic areas will be regularly disinfected with appropriate 

products.  Special attention will be focused on cleaning and disinfecting doorknobs, handrails, and other high 

touch surfaces during the day and at the end of each day. 

How will bus routes and riders be different? 

The OISD administration is developing plans for transporting students safely as always with the added 

concerns of disinfecting and cleaning the buses.  The district will thoroughly sanitize buses after each use, 

making sure to focus on high contact areas like the back of seats, handrails, etc.  All parents/guardians who 

have the ability to transport their children to school on their own are encouraged to do so in order to free up 

more space on each bus.  Family groups will be seated together but all others will sit in alternating seats to 

provide as much distancing as possible.   Elementary bus riders will be brought to their usual place to 

disembark and secondary students will leave the bus at a location on Mustang Alley.  In the afternoons, the 

elementary students will board first and the secondary students will board later at the locations described 

above. 

How will instruction be different in 2020-2021 than in previous years? 

OISD students will be learning in traditional face-to-face classes as well as off campus remote instruction.  The 

remote instruction will look much different than what our emergency plans looked like last spring.  This fall, 

the instruction will be very structured and the requirements from TEA mandate that students engage in the 

instruction daily and show progress daily to get credit for attendance. 

What happens if my student is attending school in person and becomes ill or the family is 

placed under quarantine? 

The student will be placed in online learning and as soon as they are healthy enough to participate they will 

begin class along with the other students, both online and in person.   As required by the state, attendance 

must be counted daily, but full participation in remote instruction will allow students to be counted present. 

 

 

Remote Instruction Questions 

Will parents be able to choose remote instruction or in person instruction for their students? 

Yes.  OISD will be sending out a survey so parents/guardians can select the style of learning (remote or in 

person) in which the child will participate for the first six weeks of the school year.  The survey will also allow 

parents to let the district know how many students will be utilizing school transportation to and from campus. 

What will remote instruction be like for students? 

First of all, it will be much different than it was in the spring when OISD issued paper packets to students and 

collected them once per week.  Instruction in the fall will be much more rigorous and will include clear 

expectations, guidelines, and accountability for students.  While OISD believes that the best form of 

instruction comes with a teacher and students in a classroom, we understand that this situation may not be 

possible for all families.  Therefore, we will strive to make remote learning match the level of rigor and 

excellence as is exhibited in the classrooms.  Parents/guardians and students must understand that grading 



policies, assignments expectations, class rank, GPA, and attendance requirements will match what is expected 

from students who are in the face to face curriculum in the classroom.  The state is requiring a daily 

measurement of engagement and students must show daily success in the curriculum. 

Will remote instruction require technology and devices? 

Yes.  Students will access course materials primarily through Google Classroom.  This will require a device and 

daily access to the internet.  For families who choose to commit to remote instruction full time, this is an 

extremely important consideration.  Overton ISD will do everything within its power to help families who have 

limited access to the internet, but there are always some limitations in rural areas when it comes to reliable 

internet access. 

If I don’t have reliable internet, will paper copies of assignments be used? 

Paper copies will be rare because keeping pace with in person students will be difficult without consistent 

teacher interaction.  If no other options are available, parents should contact the campus principal and let 

them know the situation.  OISD will do whatever it can to provide an appropriate education.  The paper option 

will require multiple contacts during the day with either the student (if age appropriate) or the parent to 

ascertain the level of work being done and the degree of advancement in the curriculum.  Contact will be 

made via email, text, Remind, Zoom, or telephone.  A method for the return of the assignments must be 

worked out and could include daily trips to campus or other methods to confirm completion of the 

assignments.  Students will be held to the same grading and attendance policy as remote and in person 

learners. 

If a remote learning student decides to complete the entire week’s worth of assignments on 

Monday, can the student’s attendance be coded “present” for the entire week? 

No. Student engagement is measured daily and attendance is assigned based on the student’s completion of 

that day’s engagement measure.  The TEA was very clear on this. 

If a student is counted “absent” on Monday because the assignment wasn’t completed, can 

the student be changed to “present” if they complete the assignment later in the week? 

No. Students who do not complete a day’s engagement measure will be counted “absent” and the absence 

cannot be changed to “present” later. 

Will parents/guardians be able to change their decision for a student to receive remote or in 

person instruction after the school year begins? 

Yes. At the end of each six week’s grading period, campus staff will work with families to change learning 

models if parents/guardians make the request.  There will be a one week window prior to the end of each six 

weeks’ in which such requests can be made. 

Will schools provide meals to students if they participate in remote instruction? 

The Texas Department of Agriculture has waived some of their rules to allow meal pick-up like was done last 

spring.  Parents wishing to pick up meals for remote learners will need to contact the OISD cafeteria to find the 

lunch pickup time.  Only students enrolled in OISD will be able to have a meal provided to them. 

 



Other questions 

Will services for students with special needs continue? 

Overton ISD is committed to providing all services in students’ IEPS.  The federal government has not curtailed 

any requirements for districts concerning special needs students and OISD will be working with the Rusk 

County Shared Services Arrangement (co-op of the small schools in Rusk County) to make sure everything is 

done according to the law. 

Will there be a STAAR test this year? 

All indications are that TEA will proceed with STAAR testing in the spring.   

How will state testing, including STAAR, work for students in full-time remote instruction? 

Although schools across the state are waiting for more information from TEA, current indications are that 

students would be required to come to campus to take state assessments in person.  OISD will work to create 

a flexible schedule with appropriate safety protocols so students and parents/guardians will feel confident in 

the testing arrangements. 

How will OISD make up for class time missed in the spring and measure for any “summer 

slide” that may have occurred? 

All of OISD’s grade levels/courses that have a STAAR test will use the new Beginning of the Year assessment to 

help students, parents/guardians, and school personnel have a better idea of what needs to be taught for 

individual students.  These assessments are no stress indicators of the kind of enrichment each student needs 

and will guide teachers and campus administrators as they create their plan going forward. 

 

 

 

 


