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College-Bound High School Senior Planning Calendar 

June - August 

 Take part in activities that will enhance your college and scholarship applications (volunteering, 
jobs, pursuit of interests). 

 Narrow down your college list using a search engine (www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org ; 
www.sparknotes.com; www.cappex.com; www.zinch.com). All of the websites listed are good. Big 
future web page of college board will walk you through the process of choosing, enrolling and 
letting you know what to expect from a post secondary school using videos and visuals. 
Sparknotes is a great resource for the pros and cons of any school you may be interested in. 
Cappex and Zinch are good college entrance coaches. The websites will take you through every 
step. Both sites give away prizes for working through their website (hats, shirts, etc.) to keep 
students motivated. 

 Begin making lists of potential company or organization scholarship donors. Organizations you 
belong to, as well as companies normally have a scholarship program that is often not published. 

 Be vigilant about seeking out scholarship contest opportunities through your interest 
organizations both inside and outside of school. www.fastweb.com is a great search engine for 
scholarship contests. They have a scholarship contest for numerous special groups. 

 If you are undecided about your career field of interest, consult interest inventories you have 
taken through Kudor, ASVAB, PLAN, PSAT, SAT, and ACT. 

SEPTEMBER 

 Read: High School Seniors: Preparing for Your Next Step After High School 

 Familiarize yourself with our list of College Admissions Do's and Don'ts. 

 If you have not held any leadership positions while in high school, now is the time to step up and 
assume leadership of one of those organizations. 

 Review college materials, college guidebooks, and other resources to narrow your college list. 
Use our College Planning Resources to find all the online guides you'll need.  

 Begin to finalize list of colleges with your family and guidance counselor. 

 Consider visits, overnight stays, and interviews at your top college choices. Visit (personally or 
virtually) any colleges you have not already seen. 

 Register for one last shot at the SAT or ACT if you haven't taken one of them yet -- or if you aren't 
happy with earlier scores. And be sure to take the SAT Subject Tests, if required. 

 Begin thinking about teachers who would be willing to write strong letters of 
recommendation on your behalf. Forms for this process can be found on 
www.cappex.com . 

 Begin brainstorming ideas for your college essays. 

 Request (or download from college's Website) any applications that you do not have. Be sure to 
review each college's application requirements carefully. 

 Attend college fairs for one final review of college choices. 

 Be sure your senior year mix of classes still includes challenging, college-prep courses 

 Stay focused on grades. 

OCTOBER 

 Finalize list of college choices to reasonable number, ideally with one or more “stretch” schools 
and one “safety” school. 

 Create a file for each of your college choices -- and keep all materials organized. 

 Consider creating a master schedule of all your application deadlines. 

 Begin working on drafts of your college essays. 

http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.zinch.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.quintcareers.com/after_high_school.html
http://www.quintcareers.com/college_admissions-dos-donts.html
http://www.quintcareers.com/teen_college.html
http://www.cappex.com/
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 Start working on college applications. 

 If you have a clear “first choice” college, consider applying for early decision. 

 Have standardized testing service send your scores to your list of colleges. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

NOVEMBER 

 Finalize drafts of your college essays, but only after numerous edits, rewrites, and reviews by 
people you trust (family, friends, teachers). If you are applying to a private college, academically 
selective, or honors program be aware of the unique format your vision statement needs to be 
written in. Your guidance counselor can be of help in this area. 

 Complete college applications and put packets in the mail (if you are applying for early 
decision). Be aware that early decision application can be a binding legal commitment to attend 
the specific university. Early decision applications are specific to the university and department 
applying to. 

 Be sure your guidance counselor knows your final list of colleges, as well as your preferences. A 
form needs to be completed from the main office that shows where transcripts need to be sent for 
the 6

th 
semester, 7

th
 semester, and final transcript. 

 Request key financial aid and scholarship information from your list of colleges. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

DECEMBER 

 If you applied for early decision to a college, expect notification this month (usually between 12/15 
and 12/30). 

 Upon rejection of early decision, mail remainder of college applications. If you did not apply for 
early decision, begin completing applications. 

 Start detailed financial aid search, including outside sources for scholarships and loans. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

JANUARY 

 Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA.gov) form. This can be 
completed before tax information from your parents has been filed. However, for your 
financial aid package to be complete an electronic copy showing that taxes have been 
filed, as well as a regular copy is required. 

 Go to www.ADHE.edu and apply for the Arkansas Lottery Scholarship. The Governor’s 
Scholar (ACT of 27 or SAT of 1220 and GPA of 3.5 or higher) and Distinguished Scholars 
scholarships (ACT of 32 or SAT of 1410 with a GPA of 3.5 or National Merit Scholar finalist) 
have a deadline of February 1, 2012. If you qualify be sure to start this process early in the 
month.  

 Complete the YOUniversal section on the ADHE.edu website 

 Stay focused on grades. 

FEBRUARY 

 Complete the FAFSA, if possible. (You'll need your family's/guardian's tax records.) 

 Complete the Common Financial Application if required by your college of interest.  

 Keep track of your college applications; be sure all schools have received all your materials. 

http://www.quintcareers.com/early_decision.html
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 Watch for the Lincoln Local Scholarship Applications. All seniors will be called out of class 
and given instructions to complete the necessary paper work. A picture, tax return and 
personal essay are required to be eligible. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

MARCH 

 College decision letters begin arriving. 

 Celebrate your acceptances, decide about your wait lists, and deal positively with your rejections. 

 Finalize financial aid applications. 

 Continue searching and applying for scholarships and grants. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

 Plan visits to college(s) you are interested in. Up to two excused absences are allowed with 
documentation of having spoken with a college recruiter on site (letter with your name on letter 
head and signed). 

APRIL 

 Make decision about college choice from among the colleges that accepted you. 

 Notify all colleges (that accepted you) of your final decision. 

 Begin solidifying financial issues. If appropriate, submit tuition deposit to your college of choice. 

 Continue searching and applying for scholarships and grants. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

MAY 

 Be sure to submit paperwork for room and board. 

 Continue searching and applying for scholarships and grants. 

 Stay focused on grades. 

 Graduation!!!!!! May 31, 2013 

JUNE 

 Celebrate your high school success! 

 Send thank you notes (if you haven't already) to everyone who helped you this year. 

 Be sure to turn in thank you notes to the guidance counselor if you are a Lincoln Scholarship 
recipient. 

 Start planning for college (specific needs such as transportation, dorm room needs, etc). 

 Watch college's summer deadlines (orientations, housing options, registration, etc.) closely. 

JULY 

 Register for fall courses at your college. 

 Begin preparing for your new adventure. 

 Read the article, Your First Year of College: 25 Tips to Help You Survive and Thrive Your 
Freshman Year and Beyond.  

http://www.quintcareers.com/first-year_success.html
http://www.quintcareers.com/first-year_success.html

