
Week of April 20th-24th 

Government: 

The United States Government functions because the people work with what is called the “Social 

Contract” This theory has existed throughout centuries in different forms throughout many 

governments. The U.S. relies on those ideas mainly from one man his name is John Locke. Below you are 

going to read an overview of what his theory entails. After reading I will post the assignment at the very 

end. Also I know it is kind of long, and some of the words maybe big, but the great thing is you have 

plenty of time on your hands to read, and look up what the words mean! 

is different than that of others. According to 

him, man lived in the State of Nature, but his concept of the State of Nature is 

different as contemplated by Hobbesian theory. Locke╆s view about the state of 

nature is not as miserable as that of Hobbes. It was reasonably good and enjoyable, 

but the property was not secure. He considered State of Nature as a ╉Golden 

Age╊. It was a state of ╉peace, goodwill, mutual assistance, and preservation╊. In that 

state of nature, men had all the rights which nature could give them. Locke justifies 

this by saying that in the State of Nature, the natural condition of mankind was a 

state of perfect and complete liberty to conduct one╆s life as one best sees fit. It was 

free from the interference of others. In that state of nature, all were equal and 

independent. This does not mean, however, that it was a state of license. It was one 

not free to do anything at all one pleases, or even anything that one judges to be in 

one╆s interest. The State of Nature, although a state wherein there was no civil 

authority or government to punish people for transgressions against laws, was not a 

state without morality. The State of Nature was pre-political, but it was not premoral. Persons are 

assumed to be equal to one another in such a state, and therefore 

equally capable of discovering and being bound by the Law of Nature. So, the State of 

Nature was a ╅state of liberty╆, where persons are free to pursue their own interests 

and plans, free from interference and, because of the Law of Nature and the 

restrictions that it imposes upon persons, it is relatively peaceful. 



╆s argument for civil government and the 

contract that establishes it. According to Locke, private property is created when a 

person mixes his labour with the raw materials of nature. Given the implications of 

the Law of Nature, there are limits as to how much property one can own: one is not  

allowed to take so more from nature than oneself can use, thereby leaving others 

without enough for themselves, because nature is given to all of mankind for its 

common subsistence. One cannot take more than his own fair share. Property is the 

linchpin of Locke╆s argument for the social contract and civil government because it 

is the protection of their property, including their property in their own bodies, that 

men seek when they decide to abandon the State of Nature. 

 

conditions; they are:- 

1. Absence of established law; 

2. Absence of impartial Judge; and 

3. Absence of natural power to execute natural laws. 

 

purpose of protection of their property, men entered into the ╉Social Contract╊. 

Under the contract, man did not surrender all their rights to one single 

individual, but they surrendered only the right to preserve / maintain order 

and enforce the law of nature. The individual retained with them the other rights, 

i.e., right to life, liberty and estate because these rights were considered natural and 

inalienable rights of men. 

 

gained three things which they lacked in the State of Nature: laws, judges to 

adjudicate laws, and the executive power necessary to enforce these laws. Each man 



therefore gives over the power to protect himself and punish transgressors of the 

Law of Nature to the government that he has created through the compact. 

 

protect the natural rights of men. So long as the Government fulfils this 

purpose, the laws given by it are valid and binding but, when it ceases to fulfil 

it, then the laws would have no validity and the Government can be thrown out 

of power. In Locke’s view, unlimited sovereignty is contrary to natural law. 

-╉a state of liberty; not of license╊. 

Locke advocated a state for the general good of people. He pleaded for a 

constitutionally limited government.  

 

 

greatly dominated and influenced the Declaration of American Independence, 1776.  

After reading this article I want you to give me 3 examples of how and EXPLAIN how the social contract 

theory impacts the United States today. The second thing I want you to do is explain to me in 100 words 

or more what the difference is between the state of liberty, and the state of license is. 

Turn in my email at blizzardb@bethel.k12.ok.us if you cannot type it you can write it out, and then take 

a picture and then upload it on my email it to me as well. 

(Please if you can type it do that I understand those who do not have that option. Also if you are writing 

out your assignment then try to A. Write neater, and double Spaced B. Write a little bigger.) 

mailto:blizzardb@bethel.k12.ok.us

