
 10th, 11th, and 12th Grade Summer Reading Recommendation 
 
Each student is encouraged to read at least 1 book this summer. I have provided a list of 
suggested books. This list includes a wide variety of books to appeal to the interests and 
reading levels of our students.  Parents are encouraged to review book selections with 
their children in order to help them make appropriate choices.  Students may select 
books from this list, or they may read a comparable book that is approved by their 
guardian. The book selected must be age appropriate and on appropriate reading level.  
 
Ahern, Cecilia. FLAWED. Celestine North lives a perfect life. She's a model daughter and sister, she's well-liked by her 
classmates and teachers, and she's dating the impossibly charming Art Crevan. But then Celestine encounters a situation 
in which she makes an instinctive decision. She breaks a rule and now faces life-changing repercussions. She could be 
found FLAWED. (SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY) 
 
Angelou, Maya. I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS. Angelou’s autobiography recounts her early years growing up 
in small community with her grandmother, brother, and uncle, and her experiences in adolescence living with her mother 
and father. (AUTOBIOGRAPHY) 
 
Brown, Don. Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans. On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's 
monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty 
percent of the city flooded, in some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped 
$100 billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The tale of this historic storm and the 
drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and courage—and also of incompetence, racism, and 
criminality. (NONFICTION) 
 
Duncan, Lois. KILLING MR. GRIFFIN. A powerful novel about a group of high school students who plan to scare their 
tough English teacher into being more lenient. Their attempt brings Mr.Griffin’s heart attack. (FICTION) 
 
Green, John and David Levithan. WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON. This novel of two identically named teenagers 
living parallel, briefly intertwining lives explores themes of identity, sexuality and friendship. (FICTION) 
 
Gruen, Sara. WATER FOR ELEPHANTS. An elderly man living out his days in a nursing home recalls his life as a 
veterinarian for a traveling circus in a story about the human heart, and the bond it can develop with animals and people 
alike. (HISTORICAL FICTION) 
 
Hansberry, Lorraine. A RAISIN IN THE SUN.  The voices of an African American family struggling against poverty and 
with one another’s needs pull readers into this drama. Family loyalty, the need for a strong black identity, and the 
frustration of the American dream just beyond the grasp of the younger family are all relevant in this drama. (REALIST 
DRAMA) 
 
Hosseini, Khaled. THE KITE RUNNER. Growing up in Kabul, Amir and Hassan are inseparable friends. As an adult living 
in California, Amir remains haunted by a childhood incident in which he betrayed Hassan's trust. When he learns that the 
Taliban has murdered Hassan and wife, Amir returns to his homeland to learn the fate of the couple's son. (FICTION) 
 
 
 
 
 



Miranda, Megan. THE SAFEST LIES. Kelsey's mother hasn’t set foot outside their front door in seventeen years, since 
she escaped from her kidnappers with nothing but her attacker’s baby growing inside her. Kelsey knows she’s supposed 
to keep a low profile and stay off the grid for their protection, but that plan is shattered when her dramatic car accident and 
rescue by volunteer firefighter and classmate Ryan Baker sparks media coverage. A few days later, she arrives home to 
find her mother missing. Now, to have a chance at a future, Kelsey will have to face her darkest fears. Because someone 
is coming for her. (ROMANTIC SUSPENSE) 
 
Portes, Andrea. THE FALL OF BUTTERFLIES. Willa Parker, 646th and least-popular resident of What Cheer, Iowa, is 
headed east to start a new life. It’s her famous genius mother’s idea to send her to ultra-expensive, ultra-exclusive 
Pembroke Prep, and Willa has no intention of fitting in. But when she meets peculiar, glittering Remy Taft, the richest, 
most mysterious girl on campus, she starts to see a foothold in this foreign world --- a place where she could maybe, 
possibly, sort of fit in. When Willa looks at Remy, she sees a girl who has everything. But for Remy, having everything 
comes at a price. (FICTION) 
 
Runyon, Brent. THE BURN JOURNALS. I don’t want to get out of bed. I’m so stupid. I did so many things wrong. I don’t 
know what to do. I’m going to be in so much trouble. What am I going to do? 
I’m completely screwed. In 1991, fourteen-year-old Brent Runyon came home from school, doused his bathrobe in 
gasoline, put it on, and lit a match. He suffered third-degree burns over 85% of his body and spent the next year 
recovering in hospitals and rehab facilities. During that year of physical recovery, Runyon began to question what he’d 
done, undertaking the complicated journey from near-death back to high school, and from suicide back to the emotional 
mainstream of life. (NONFICTION) 
 
Schlosser, Eric. FAST FOOD NATION. An unflinching piece of long-form investigative journalism examines the practices 
and proliferation of the American fast food industry. (NONFICTION) 
 
Sebold, Alice. THE LOVELY BONES. A murdered teenager watches from the afterlife as her family struggles to deal with 
her death and her father hunts for her killer. (NOVEL) 
 
Stockett, Kathryn. THE HELP. Racial fissures of the early 1960’s in the Deep South are revealed and explored in this 
story of African American maids in Mississippi and the privileged white women for whom they work. (HISTORICAL 
FICTION) 
 
Walker, Alice. THE COLOR PURPLE. Taking place mostly in rural Georgia, the story focuses on the life of women of 
color in the southern United States in the 1930s, addressing numerous issues including their exceedingly low position in 
American social culture. The novel has been the frequent target of censors and appears on the American Library 
Association list of the 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 2000-2009 at number seventeen because of the 
sometimes explicit content, particularly in terms of violence. (HISTORICAL FICTION) 
 
Whaley, Corey. HIGHLY ILLOGICAL BEHAVIOR. Sixteen-year-old Solomon is agoraphobic. He hasn’t left the house in 
three years, which is fine by him. Ambitious Lisa desperately wants to get into the second-best psychology program for 
college (she’s being realistic). But how can she prove she deserves a spot there? Solomon is the answer. Determined to 
“fix” Sol, Lisa thrusts herself into his life, introducing him to her charming boyfriend Clark and confiding her fears in him. 
Soon, all three teens are far closer than they thought they’d be, and when their facades fall down, their friendships 
threaten to collapse, as well. (FICTION) 
 
Wheeler, Jeff. THE QUEEN’S POISONER (THE KINGFOUNTAIN SERIES, BOOK 1). King Severn Argentine’s fearsome 
reputation precedes him: usurper of the throne, killer of rightful heirs, ruthless punisher of traitors. Attempting to depose 
him, the Duke of Kiskaddon gambles…and loses. Now the duke must atone by handing over his young son, Owen, as the 
king’s hostage. And should his loyalty falter again, the boy will pay with his life. (FANTASY) 
 


