
 

MSAW 9th AND 10th Grade Required Summer Reading  
 
Each student is required to read at least 2 books this summer. A list of books is 
provided to choose from. This list includes a variety of books to appeal to the interests 
and reading levels of our students.  Students need to be prepared to take an assessment 
on two books when they return to school in the fall. 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse. SPEAK. The first ten lies they tell you in high school. "Speak up for yourself—we want to know 
what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat 
lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling 
the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and 
practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that 
she is finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still 
attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent 
encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. 
(FICTION) 
 
Duncan, Lois. KILLING MR. GRIFFIN. A powerful novel about a group of high school students who plan to scare their 
tough English teacher into being more lenient. Their attempt brings Mr.Griffin’s heart attack. (FICTION) 
 
Runyon, Brent. THE BURN JOURNALS. I don’t want to get out of bed. I’m so stupid. I did so many things wrong. I don’t 
know what to do. I’m going to be in so much trouble. What am I going to do? 
I’m completely screwed. In 1991, fourteen-year-old Brent Runyon came home from school, doused his bathrobe in 
gasoline, put it on, and lit a match. He suffered third-degree burns over 85% of his body and spent the next year 
recovering in hospitals and rehab facilities. During that year of physical recovery, Runyon began to question what he’d 
done, undertaking the complicated journey from near-death back to high school, and from suicide back to the emotional 
mainstream of life. (NONFICTION) 
 
Quick, Matthew. BOY 21 Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in gray, broken Bellmont, a town 
ruled by the Irish Mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, he takes care of his disabled grandfather, 
and at school he’s called “White Rabbit”, the only white kid on the varsity basketball team. He’s always dreamed of getting 
out somehow with his girlfriend, Erin. But until then, when he puts on his number 21, everything seems to make sense. 
Russ has just moved to the neighborhood. A former teen basketball phenom from a privileged home, his life has been 
turned upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he now answers only to the name Boy21—his former 
jersey number—and has an unusual obsession with outer space. As their final year of high school brings these two boys 
together, “Boy21” may turn out to be the answer they both need. (FICTION) 
 
Cormier, Robert. I AM THE CHEESE. Adam Farmer is on a journey - he has to get to Rutterburg with a parcel for his 
father. But as he travels, he starts to remember the events leading up to this point, memories which are also being prised 
out in gruelling psychiatric interviews. What is the secret of Adam Farmer? And what will happen when he finds out? 
(FICTION) 
 
Zusak, Markus. THE BOOK THIEF. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been 
busier, and will be busier still. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks up a single object, 
partially hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book 
thievery. So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordian-playing foster father, 
learns to read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever there are books 
to be found. But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is 
both opened up, and closed down. (HISTORICAL FICTION) 
 


