
7th and 8th Grade Summer Reading Requirement 
 
Each student is required to read at least 1 book this summer. I have provided a list of 
suggested books.  This list includes a wide variety of books to appeal to the interests and 
reading levels of our students.  Parents are encouraged to review book selections with 
their children in order to help them make appropriate choices.  Students may select 
books from this list, or they may read a comparable book that is approved by their 
guardian. The book selected must be age appropriate and on appropriate reading level. 
When students return to school in the fall, they will have the opportunity to complete an 
AR quiz on their summer reading book, as well as, log the book as one of their books read 
for the year.  
 
Entering 7th and 8th Grade  
Abdel-Fattah, Randa.  DOES MY HEAD LOOK BIG IN THIS?  Sixteen-year-old Ama, an Australian-born Muslim Palestinian, decides 
she is ready to wear the hijab, or head covering, as a sign of her deep faith.  Ama copes with misconceptions and discrimination in a 
humorous way as she defends her decision to herself and others.  (FICTION) 

Alexander, Kwame.  THE CROSSOVER. Twin brothers Josh and Jordan love basketball and their dad, a former professional player. 
Told in verse by Josh, the story’s play-by-play basketball action is interspersed with the details of how he and his brother are growing 
up in different ways and at different speeds. (FICTION) 

Alifirenka, Caitlin, and Martin Ganda.  I WILL ALWAYS WRITE BACK:  HOW ONE LETTER CHANGED TWO LIVES. In this true story 
of a pen-pal correspondence between an American girl and a Zimbabwean boy, a lifelong friendship forms.  Told in alternating 
chapters, their six-year exchange is both humbling and inspiring. (NONFICTION) 

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  FEVER 1793. Against the 1793 yellow fever outbreak in Philadelphia, teenager Matilda struggles to keep 
herself and those she loves alive. (FICTION) 

Applegate, Katherine.  THE ONE AND ONLY IVAN. Spectators come to see Ivan, a silverback gorilla, and other animals housed 
behind the glass walls in the Big Top Mall.  He is content until Ruby, a baby elephant from Africa, joins the group.  Ivan is now 
determined to find her a way out of this caged existence.  This book is loosely based on a true story. (FICTION) 

Benjamin, Ali.  THE THING ABOUT JELLYFISH.  After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true 
cause of the tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish sting.  Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her 
theory.  Suzy’s heartfelt journey helps her reach out to new friends and begin to find her voice.  (FICTION) 

Bodeen, S. A.  THE COMPOUND.  Fifteen-year-old Eli has spent the last six years with his family in a massive underground shelter his 
father built.  Nuclear war has destroyed the world he knows, including his grandmother and twin brother, who couldn’t reach the 
compound in time.  With nine years to go before the air outside will be safe to breathe, Eli is starting to have doubts about his father's 
motives, explanations, and sanity.  (FICTION) 

Brown, Don.  DROWNED CITY:  HURRICANE KATRINA & NEW ORLEANS. On August 29, 2005, the levees in New Orleans broke 
under the surging water and heavy winds of Hurricane Katrina.  The hurricane took the lives of over 1400 people and caused property 
damage of over $100 billion.  This graphic novel tells stories of, heroism, courage, incompetence, and racism.  (NONFICTION) 

Frost, Helen.  HIDDEN.  An accidental kidnapping in their childhood has left both Wren and Darra with deep scars.  When the girls end 
up at the same summer camp as teenagers, they instantly recognize each other, although they have never met.  The girls spend the 
summer searching for answers from each other and within themselves.  (FICTION) 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  FOUND. Thirteen years after a plane mysteriously lands in an airport with 36 baby passengers and no 
adults on board, the children from the flight begin to receive strange, unexplained letters.  Jonah and Chip must work quickly to uncover 
the secrets of their past.  This is the first in The Missing Book series.  (FICTION) 

Hunt, Lynda Mullaly.  FISH IN A TREE. Ally is smart, funny, and artistic.  But she has kept a secret for all of her years in school: she 
can’t read.  A new teacher, Mr. Daniels, suspects Ally may be dyslexic and finds ways to help her to see that reading is a possibility. 
(FICTION) 

 



Jacobson, Jennifer Richard.  PAPER THINGS.  Ari and Gage were placed in foster care after their mother’s death.  When Gage 
decides he wants to move out and live on his own, he insists his sister come with him.  Without a job or a plan, these siblings find 
themselves homeless and bouncing from place to place.  Ari is trying hard to gain acceptance into an elite middle school but, without 
the stability of a home, her chance is dwindling.  (FICTION) 

Korman, Gordon.  UNGIFTED. Donovan Curtis, legendary jokester and average eighth grade student, knows he has gone too far when 
his latest prank causes thousands of dollars’ worth of damage to the school gym. When an unexpected turn of events accidentally 
sends Donovan to the “gifted” school, he knows he’s in way over his head.  Both Donovan and his new genius friends begin to realize 
that, despite their differences, they still have things to learn from one another.  (FICTION) 

Loftin, Nikki. WISH GIRL. Peter doesn’t fit in with his loud and obnoxious family, even after they move to the country because of the 
“incident” at his last school. He escapes to a tranquil, enchanting valley when he needs quiet. There, he forms a friendship with Annie 
who is also trying to escape, but for different reasons, as she dreads upcoming cancer treatments that could alter her life forever. 
(FICTION) 

Mulligan, Andy.  TRASH. Three boys live with hundreds of other families beside a city’s mountainous garbage dump site.  Their days 
are spent picking through trash for something to use, something to sell, or something to eat.  One day their lives change forever after 
one of them finds a bag that contains a wallet, a key, and a map.  (FICTION) 

Ness, Patrick.  A MONSTER CALLS. Thirteen-year-old Conor awakens one night to find a monster outside his bedroom window, but 
not the one from the recurring nightmare that began when his mother became ill.  An ancient, wild creature wants him to face truth and 
loss.  (FICTION) 

Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  THE RED PENCIL. In this novel told in verse, Amira’s Sudanese village is attacked by the Janjaweed militia. 
Her family loses everything and is forced to walk to a refugee camp.  Amira’s dreams of attending school are crushed unless she can 
find a way out of the camp in a country full of conflict.  (FICTION) 

Senzai, N. H.  SHOOTING KABUL. Fadi is starting school in California, thousands of miles away from his home in Kabul.  He can’t 
even think about adjusting to life in America, since his 6-year-old sister is still in Kabul after being lost as the family fled Afghanistan. 
Fadi learns how to maneuver through middle school in America in the days surrounding September 11, 2001, and still hold out hope 
that his family can be reunited.  (FICTION) 

Westerfeld, Scott.  UGLIES. Tally resists the mandatory operation that every 16-year-old must endure to change all teens into “new 
pretties.”  Adventure is the result in this futuristic novel, the first of the Uglies trilogy.  (FICTION) 

 
 
 


