
MSAW 6th-8th SUMMER READING REQUIREMENT 
 
Each student is required to read at least 1 book this summer. Choose at least 1 book 
from the list provided. This list includes a variety of books to appeal to the interests 
and reading levels of our students.  When students return to school in the fall, they 
must take an AR test before September 1st. The points they earn from their book will 
go toward their 9 weeks goal. All students in grades 6-8 will receive a 9 weeks grade 
based on their individual reading goal.  

Draper, Sharon. OUT OF MY MIND. Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than 
most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom - the very 
same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged because she cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody 
refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone know it - somehow. (FICTION) 

Korman, Gordon. SCHOOLED. Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never 
watched television, tasted a pizza, or even heard of a wedgie. But when his grandmother lands in the hospital, Cap 
is forced to move in with a school counselor and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot about 
tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public school. (FICTION) 

Paulsen, Gary  GUTS. In Guts, Gary tells the real stories behind the Brian books, the stories of the adventures that 
inspired him to write Brian Robeson's story: working as an emergency volunteer; the death that inspired the pilot's 
death in Hatchet; plane crashes he has seen and near-misses of his own. (NONFICTION) 

Reynolds, Jason. GHOSTS. Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But 
never for a track team. Nope, his game has always been ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an elite 
sprinter to a race -- and wins -- the Olympic medalist track coach sees he has something: crazy natural talent. 
Thing is, Ghost has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw 
talent for speed and meld with the team, or will his past finally catch up to him? (FICTION) 

Senzai, N. H.  SHOOTING KABUL.  Escaping from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, eleven-year-old Fadi and his 
family immigrate to the San Francisco Bay Area, where Fadi schemes to return to the Pakistani refugee camp 
where his little sister was accidentally left behind. (FICTION) 

Yousafzai, Malala. I AM MALALA: THE STORY OF THE GIRL WHO STOOD UP FOR EDUCATION AND WAS 
SHOT BY THE TALIBAN. When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she 
was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus 
home from school, and few expected her to survive. (NONFICTION) 

Gratz, Alan. PROJEKT 1065. World War II is raging. Michael O'Shaunessey, originally from Ireland, now lives in 
Nazi Germany with his parents. Like the other boys in his school, Michael is a member of the Hitler Youth. But 
Michael has a secret. He and his parents are spies. (FICTION) 
 
Hunt, Lynda. ONE FOR THE MURPHYS. Twelve-year-old Carley Connors can take a lot. Growing up in Las Vegas 
with her fun-loving mother, she's learned to be tough. But she never expected a betrayal that would land her in a 
foster care. When she's placed with the Murphys, a lively family with three boys, she's blindsided. Do happy 
families really exist? Carley knows she could never belong in their world, so she keeps her distance. It's easy to 
stay suspicious of Daniel, the brother who is almost her age and is resentful she's there. But Mrs. Murphy makes 
her feel heard and seen for the first time, and the two younger boys seem determined to work their way into her 
heart. Then just when she's feeling like she could truly be one of the Murphys, news from her mother shakes her 
world. (FICTION) 


