
MSAW 12th Grade Required Summer Reading (HONORS OR AP) 
 

Each student is required to read at least 2 books this summer. A list of books is 
provided to choose from. This list includes a variety of books to appeal to the interests 
and reading levels of our students. Students need to be prepared to take an assessment 
on two books when they return to school in the fall.  
 
Allende, Isabel. THE HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS. Here is patriarch Esteban, whose wild desires and political machinations 
are tempered only by his love for his ethereal wife, Clara, a woman touched by an otherworldly hand. Their daughter, 
Blanca, whose forbidden love for a man Esteban has deemed unworthy infuriates her father, yet will produce his greatest 
joy: his granddaughter Alba, a beautiful, ambitious girl who will lead the family and their country into a revolutionary future. 
(FICTION)  
 
Beah, Ishmael. A LONG WAY GONE. The devastating story of war through the eyes of a child soldier. Beah tells how, at 
the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he’d 
been picked up by the government army, and became a soldier. (MEMOIR) 
 
Burroughs, Augusten. RUNNING WITH SCISSORS. The true story of an outlaw childhood where rules were unheard of, 
the Christmas tree stayed up all year round, Valium was consumed like candy, and if things got dull an 
electroshock-therapy machine could provide entertainment. (MEMOIR) 
 
Hosseini, Khaled. A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS.  A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breathtaking story set against the 
volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty years—from the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban 
rebuilding—that puts the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two 
generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives—the struggle to 
survive, raise a family, find happiness—are inextricable from the history playing out around them. (FICTION) 
 
Kaysen, Susanna. GIRL, INTERRUPTED. In 1967, after a session with a psychiatrist she'd never seen before, 
eighteen-year-old Susanna Kaysen was put in a taxi and sent to McLean Hospital. She spent most of the next two years 
on the ward for teenage girls in a psychiatric hospital as renowned for its famous clientele--Sylvia Plath, Robert Lowell, 
James Taylor, and Ray Charles--as for its progressive methods of treating those who could afford its sanctuary. 
(MEMOIR) 
 
Tan, Amy.  JOY LUCK CLUB. With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and 
always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth 
about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters 
roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing 
readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery. (FICTION) 
 
Vonnegut, Kurt.  SLAUGHTER HOUSE-FIVE.  Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world's great 
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous firebombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the mythic 
journey of our own fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we fear most. (FICTION) 
 
Wurtzel, Elizabeth. PROZAC NATION. A harrowing story of breakdowns, suicide attempts, drug therapy, and an eventual 
journey back to living, this poignant and often hilarious book gives voice to the high incidence of depression among 
America's youth. A collective cry for help from a generation who have come of age entrenched in the culture of divorce, 
economic instability, and AIDS, here is the intensely personal story of a young girl full of promise, whose mood swings 
have risen and fallen like the lines of a sad ballad. (MEMOIR) 



 
 

12th Grade Required Summer Reading (AP) 
 AP list continued… If you are taking AP, you can choose to read a 
book from either list.  
 
Atwood, Margaret. HANDMAID’S TALE. Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the 
Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because 
women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her 
pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are 
viable. Offred can remember the years before, when she lived and made love with her husband, Luke; when she played 
with and protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone 
now... (SCIENCE FICTION) 
 
Doerr, Anthony. ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE. Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, 
where her father works. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of 
Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be 
the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up 
with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and stories from places they have 
never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments and is enlisted to 
use his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the 
ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another. (FICTION) 
 
Golding, William. LORD OF THE FLIES. At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, 
stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate; this far from 
civilization the boys can do anything they want. Anything. They attempt to forge their own society, failing, however, in the 
face of terror, sin and evil. And as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope 
of adventure seems as far from reality as the hope of being rescued. Labeled a parable, an allegory, a myth, a morality 
tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision of the apocalypse, Lord of the Flies is perhaps our most memorable novel 
about “the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart.” (FICTION) 
 
Kesey, Ken. ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST. Tyrannical Nurse Ratched rules her ward in an Oregon State 
mental hospital with a strict and unbending routine, unopposed by her patients, who remain cowed by mind-numbing 
medication and the threat of electric shock therapy. But her regime is disrupted by the arrival of McMurphy – the 
swaggering, fun-loving trickster with a devilish grin who resolves to oppose her rules on behalf of his fellow inmates. His 
struggle is seen through the eyes of Chief Bromden, a seemingly mute half-Indian patient who understands McMurphy's 
heroic attempt to do battle with the powers that keep them imprisoned. Ken Kesey's extraordinary first novel is an 
exuberant, ribald and devastatingly honest portrayal of the boundaries between sanity and madness. (FICTION) 
 
Walker, Alice. THE COLOR PURPLE. Set in the deep American South between the wars, it is the tale of Celie, a young 
black girl born into poverty and segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has two children taken 
away from her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But then she meets the 
glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic-maker - a woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually, Celie 
discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting her with those she loves. (FICTION) 
 
 
 


