
MSAW 11th Grade Required Summer Reading  
 
Each student is required to read at least 2 books this summer. A list of books is 
provided to choose from. This list includes a variety of books to appeal to the interests 
and reading levels of our students. Students need to be prepared to take an assessment 
on two books when they return to school in the fall.  
 
Faulkner, William.  AS I LAY DYING.  As I Lay Dying is Faulkner’s harrowing account of the Bundren family’s 
odyssey across the Mississippi countryside to bury Addie, their wife and mother. Narrated in turn by each of 
the family members—including Addie herself—as well as others, the novel ranges in mood, from dark 
comedy to the deepest pathos. (AMERICAN LITERATURE) 
 
Gaines, Earnest J. A LESSON BEFORE DYING. A Lesson Before Dying is set in a small Cajun community in the late 
1940s. Jefferson, a young black man, is an unwitting party to a liquor store shoot out in which three men are killed; the 
only survivor, he is convicted of murder and sentenced to death. Grant Wiggins, who left his hometown for the university, 
has returned to the plantation school to teach. As he struggles with his decision whether to stay or escape to another 
state, his aunt and Jefferson's godmother persuade him to visit Jefferson in his cell and impart his learning and his pride 
to Jefferson before his death. In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both come to understand the simple heroism 
of resisting and defying the expected. (AMERICAN LITERATURE) 
 
Hosseini, Khaled. A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS.  A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breathtaking story set against the 
volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty years—from the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban 
rebuilding—that puts the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two 
generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives—the struggle to 
survive, raise a family, find happiness—are inextricable from the history playing out around them. (AMERICAN 
LITERATURE) 
 
Tan, Amy.  JOY LUCK CLUB. With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and 
always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth 
about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters 
roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing 
readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery. (AMERICAN LITERATURE) 
 
Twain, Mark. THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN.  A nineteenth-century boy from a Mississippi River town 
recounts his adventures as he travels down the river with a runaway slave, encountering a family involved in a feud, two 
scoundrels pretending to be royalty, and Tom Sawyer's aunt who mistakes him for Tom. (AMERICAN LITERATURE) 
 
Twain, Mark. THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER.  An adventure story for children, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
is a fun-filled book that shows life along the Mississippi River in the 1840s. Written by Mark Twain, the book shows 
masterfully-done satire, racism, childhood, and the importance of loyalty and courage- no matter the cost. (AMERICAN 
LITERATURE) 
 
Vonnegut, Kurt.  SLAUGHTER HOUSE-FIVE.  Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world's great 
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous firebombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the mythic 
journey of our own fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we fear most. (AMERICAN LITERATURE) 
 
 


