
Return to Learn

This document is subject to change according to guidelines received from local, 
county, and state medical officials.
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Dear Alva Community,

Alva Public Schools has been working diligently to prepare 
and plan for the 2020-2021 school year.  We have sought the 
input of other school districts, medical professionals, and our 
stakeholders to prepare a plan to begin our school year with 
in person “traditional” instruction.  We have also 
implemented many of the guidelines recommended by the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education. 

It is nearly impossible to plan for all scenarios, and we cannot 
guarantee that COVID-19 will not be transmitted in our 
buildings or during activities.  Because of this, three learning 
options were developed for our families.  We will continue to 
teach healthy hygiene practices, increase cleaning and 
disinfecting, and encourage social/physical distancing, when 
possible, in the hopes that our buildings will stay open this 
school year.

Each year schools and communities are confronted with 
many different challenges.  These challenges test our 
flexibility, perseverance, and most importantly our attitudes.  
I look forward to facing these challenges and overcoming 
them with the help of our staff, students, and community.   

Thank you for your support,

Tim Argo
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Explaining the Levels
➢ The following pages provide an overview of scenarios for the 

2020-2021 school year. 

➢ Moving from one level to the next will be completed through 
consultation with state, county, and local medical officials.  The district 
will also use the metrics from the  Oklahoma COVID-19 Alert System 
to make a determination moving between levels.
○ Green 
○ Yellow
○ Orange 1
○ Orange 2
○ Red

➢ For the purpose of this plan, school provided neck gaiters when worn 
covering the nose and mouth are considered masks.

➢ The Oklahoma COVID-19 Alert System will be updated each Friday.  
We will do our best to make an informed projection for the following 
week in the event that Woods County level changes.  If possible, we 
would like to make that decision by 1:00 pm on Friday to prepare for 
the following week.

➢ Information will be provided as soon as possible, in the event that the 
district moves between levels.  Communication methods:
○ Website - COVID-19 Tab
○ E-Notes
○ Goldbug App Notification
○ District Facebook Page

➢ Example Notification Letter for Website & Social Media
○ District or site closing
○ Confirmed case in school

https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iIyXfvNvrjDvkynsRba364OTY-bXG8Fg2i_ydcTZd6M/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ECUOVmRK1o26j0xPn9ara3VhjtCsMz-WTqWsztQmU-k/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs


Green
                                              Fewer than 1.43 cases per 100,000

Instruction: Traditional in-person instruction (option 1), blended 
learning (option 2), and full virtual (option 3)

Face Coverings:
➢ Face coverings are strongly recommended for all staff and 

students.  Teachers of students in Pre-K-3rd grade should consider 
protective face shields or clear-paneled masks.

➢ See Face Covering Exemptions and Accommodations 

Special Education Classrooms: 
➢ Teachers and staff in special education classrooms are strongly 

recommended to wear protective face shields and/or masks when 
social distancing cannot be practiced.  In addition, gloves and 
gowns are recommended for special education staff when 
providing services for medically vulnerable students.

Visitors and Service Providers:
➢ Visitors will be restricted from coming on campus sites.

○ If visiting a site is absolutely necessary, the visitor will be 
screened using the Daily COVID-19 School Attendance 
Questionnaire APS questionnaire posted on the entrance.



Yellow
More than 1.43 but fewer than 14.39 cases per 100,000

Instruction: Traditional in-person instruction (option 1), blended learning 
(option 2), and full virtual (option 3)

Face Coverings: 
➢ Masks are required for all staff and students in grades 4-12, when social 

distancing is not possible.
➢ Masks are required for all staff and students in grades PreK-3 in hallways, 

common areas, and during times of school transportation.  Masks may be 
removed while inside classrooms if classroom cohorts remain grouped 
together throughout the day or if social distancing is possible.  During such 
time, staff are still required to wear protective face shields and/or masks 
(clear-paneled masks are preferred), when social distancing is not 
possible. Teachers may wish to wear both a face shield and a mask to 
provide an additional safeguard layer when students are not wearing 
masks.

➢ Exceptions are allowed for the following: when eating meals, naptime, 
recess, and during physical education or other settings where social 
distancing is possible.

➢ See Face Covering Exemptions and Accomodations.

Special Education Classroom: 
➢ Teachers and staff in special education classrooms are required to wear 

protective face shields and/or masks when social distancing cannot be 
practiced.  In addition, gloves and gowns are recommended for special 
education staff when providing services for medically vulnerable students.

Visitors and Service Providers:  
➢ Visitors will be restricted from coming on campus sites.

○ If visiting a site is absolutely necessary, the visitor will be screened 
using the Daily COVID-19 School Attendance Questionnaire APS 
questionnaire posted on the entrance.   



Orange  1
More than 14.39 but fewer than 25 cases per 100,000

Instruction:  APS will Consider closing sites. Teachers and staff may be 
on campus as assigned if sites are closed. 
Option 1 - Moves to Distance Learning
Option 2 - Moves to Distance Learning blended with Edgenuity
Option 3 - No change 
If moving to Distance Learning, please contact your child’s site to check out 
their computer device if they do not already have a device.

Face Coverings (if on site):
➢ Masks are required for all staff and students in grades PreK-12, with 

exemptions for adults and children who are physically unable to wear 
them.  

➢ Exceptions are allowed for the following: when eating meals, naptime, 
recess, physical education, and other settings where social distancing is 
possible.

➢ Adults are required to wear masks around other adults.
➢ See Face Covering Exemptions and Accomodations.

Special Education Classrooms:
➢ Teachers and staff in special education classrooms are required to wear 

protective face shields and/or masks when social distancing cannot be 
practiced.  In addition, gloves and gowns are recommended for special 
education staff when providing services for medically vulnerable students.

➢ If APS determines it is necessary to close sites, students who receive 
Special Education services may receive on-site instruction/services based 
upon the decision of the IEP team.

Visitors and Service Providers:
➢ Visitors will be restricted from coming on campus sites

○ If visiting a site is absolutely necessary, the visitor will be screened  
using the Daily COVID-19 School Attendance Questionnaire APS 
questionnaire posted on the entrance.



Orange 2
More than 25 but fewer than 50 cases per 100,000

Instruction: APS will transition to distance learning until transmission declines 
to YELLOW LEVEL on the COVID-19 Alert System or as advised by local and 
state health officials and OSDE.  Teachers and staff may be on campus as 
assigned if sites are closed. 

Option 1 - Moves to Distance Learning
Option 2 - Moves to Distance Learning blended with Edgenuity
Option 3 - No change 
If moving to Distance Learning, please contact your child’s site to check out 
their computer device.

Face Coverings:
➢ Masks are required for all staff and students in grades PreK-12, with 

exemptions for adults and children who are physically unable to wear them.  
➢ Adults are required to wear masks around other adults.
➢ See Face Covering Exemptions and Accomodations.

Special Education Classrooms:
➢ Teachers and staff in special education classrooms are required to wear 

protective face shields and/or masks when social distancing cannot be 
practiced or students are without masks.  In addition, gloves and gowns are 
recommended for special education staff when providing services for 
medically vulnerable students.

➢ Students who receive special education services may receive on-site 
instruction/services based upon the decision of the IEP team.

Visitors and Service Providers:
➢ Visitors will be restricted from coming on campus sites

○ If visiting a site is absolutely necessary, the visitor will be screened using the Daily 
COVID-19 School Attendance Questionnaire APS questionnaire posted on the 
entrance.



Red
50 or more cases per 100,000

Instruction:  Sites will be closed and distance learning provided until 
transmission declines to YELLOW on the COVID-19 Alert System or as 
advised by local and state health officials and OSDE.  Teachers and staff 
may be on campus as assigned if sites are closed. 

Option 1 - Moves to Distance Learning
Option 2 - Moves to Distance Learning blended with Edgenuity
Option 3 - No change 
If moving to Distance Learning, please contact your child’s site to check 
out their computer device. 

Face Coverings:
➢ Masks are required for all staff and students in grades PreK-12, with 

exemptions for adults and children who are physically unable to wear 
them.  

➢ Adults are required to wear masks around other adults.
➢ See Face Covering Exemptions and Accomodations.

Special Education Classrooms:
➢ Teachers and staff in special education classrooms are required to wear 

protective face shields and/or masks when social distancing cannot be 
practiced or students are without masks.  In addition, gloves and gowns 
are recommended for special education staff when providing services 
for medically vulnerable students.  

➢ Students who receive special education services may receive on-site 
instruction/services based upon the decision of the IEP team.

Visitors and Service Providers:
➢ Visitors will be restricted from coming on campus sites

○ If visiting a site is absolutely necessary, the visitor will be screened 
using the Daily COVID-19 School Attendance Questionnaire APS 
questionnaire posted on the entrance.



Public Health Protocols
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Alva Public Schools

Daily COVID-19 School Attendance Questionnaire 

In an effort to prevent possible exposure of staff and students to COVID-19, you are requested to review 
the follow questions each morning and PRIOR to your child riding a school bus or entering school.

1. Does your child have a fever of 100 degrees or more?
2. Is your child experiencing (a) a new loss of taste or smell, (b) nausea or vomiting, OR diarrhea?
3. Is your child experiencing two or more of the following symptoms of COVID-19

● Chills
● Cough
● Fatigue
● Muscle or body aches
● Headache
● Sore throat
● Congestion or runny nose

4. Is your child experiencing ANY of the Emergency Warning Symptoms of COVID-19?
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
● New confusion
● Inability to wake or stay awake
● Bluish lips or face 

5. Has your child had, or do you think your child has, COVID-19?
6. Has your child tested positive for COVID-19? 
7. Has your child been around a person with COVID-19?

 

If the answer to any of these questions is “YES,” YOUR CHILD SHOULD REMAIN AT HOME  and you 
should contact your child’s school by phone or email.  Students remaining home as a result of 
COVID-19 concerns will not be penalized regarding absences.  Assignments, tests, or other school work 
can be made up by arrangement with teachers.

If your child is showing any of the Emergency Warning Signs listed in Question 4, seek emergency 
medical care immediately.

If your answer to Question 5, 6, OR 7 is “YES,” please contact your physician and the Woods County 
Health Department (580-327-3192) for specific guidance on the criteria to be met before your child 
returns to school.

The temperature is set per the OSDE Return to Learn Oklahoma, June 2020.

By sending your child to school, you are representing to the School District that the answer to 
each of these questions is “NO.”

Screening Staff & Students



➢ A student who exhibits COVID-19 symptoms will be immediately 
isolated in a predetermined location, the parent will be contacted 
and student may be sent home. 

➢ Individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 may not enter a school 
facility until evaluated and released back to school by a medical 
provider.  The Woods County Health Department and the 
Oklahoma State Health Department will provide guidance for 
returning to school.

Isolation Procedure



Positive Case or 
Suspected Positive Case

It is important school officials have confirmation from county or 
state health authorities regarding a positive case.  Here is helpful 
information about COVID-19 testing from health authorities:

➢ If the district receives a report of a positive case, we will 
immediately notify the county health department.

➢ When a positive test is confirmed, state or county health 
officials will interview the person who tested positive for 
"contact tracing" to determine if anyone was exposed or needs 
to take precautions.

➢ Health officials (county or state) then make notifications, 
including whether any contacts need to quarantine, isolate, or 
in the case of a business or organization, to close.

➢ Transparency is important. However, so is accuracy and 
confidentiality. The district will confirm any reports regarding a 
positive case or suspected positive case with county health 
officials before issuing any communication.

➢ District Facebook, e-notes, and app notifications will be used 
to communicate that a positive COVID-19 case has been 
identified and will be sent to staff and parents of the district. 



Food Service
 

➢ In the event of a school closing, a notice will be sent out 
regarding the locations for pick up of a grab and go 
breakfast/lunch.  

➢ Bus driver staffing will determine if delivery service will be 
available during a school closing.

➢ Students enrolled in option 3 that would like a grab and go meal 
must call the site where they are enrolled for lunch count by 9:00 
am.



ENVIRONMENTAL & 
MITIGATION 
STRATEGIES

To Table of Contents



➢ At this time, student activities will continue as normal.   Decisions 
determining crowd size and student participation for student 
events and programs will be made on a case by case basis.  We 
will follow recommendations from our local, county, and state 
officials when making these determinations.  We understand that 
everyone would like to make plans for events, but flexibility will be 
critical during this time.  

Facility Use
➢ Alva Public Schools facilities will not be allowed for use by outside 

groups at this time.

Student Activities 



➢ Face coverings must be washed each day.

➢ Face coverings must be worn properly covering the mouth and nose.

➢ The district has purchased a neck gaiter for each student.  Students 
and staff may wear their own face covering provided it follows the 
district’s dress code policy as provided in the student handbooks.

➢ Persons who work or directly interact with individuals who are deaf 
or hard of hearing, and who rely on lip-reading to communicate, may 
remove a face covering for the duration of time as is necessary to 
communicate or interact directly with the individual(s). In this 
situation, consideration should be given to using a clear face 
covering. If a clear face covering is unavailable, staff members 
should consider using written communication, closed captioning or 
decrease background noise to make communication possible while 
wearing a cloth face covering that blocks the lips.

➢ Persons with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing 
a face covering must wear a face shield.

➢ Persons with a medical condition for whom wearing a face covering 
could obstruct breathing or who are unconscious, incapacitated or 
otherwise unable to remove a face covering without assistance.

Face Covering Exemptions 
& Accommodations



➢ Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with a 
person who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see the 
mouth is essential for communication.

➢ Persons for whom wearing a face covering would create a risk to 
the person related to their work, as determined by local, state or 
federal regulators or workplace safety guidelines. This includes
people who work in a setting where cloth face coverings may 
increase the risk of heat-related illness or cause safety concerns 
due to introduction of a hazard (for instance, straps getting 
caught in machinery) may consult with an occupational safety 
and health professional to determine the appropriate face 
covering for their setting.

➢ Persons who are obtaining a service involving the nose or face 
for which temporary removal of the face covering is necessary to 
perform the service.

➢ Note:  Persons exempt from wearing a face covering due to a 
medical condition who are employed in a job involving regular 
contact with others should wear a non-restrictive alternative, 
such as a face shield with a drape on the bottom edge, as long 
as their condition permits it.

Face Covering Exemptions 
& Accommodations



School Cleaning Protocols

➢ Classrooms will be sanitized daily.

➢ High touch areas will be wiped down periodically during 
school hours each day.

➢ CLEANING & DISINFECTING DECISION TOOL

➢ If a person suspected/confirmed to have COVID-19 has 
been in the facility, the District may close off areas used 
by the ill person and wait as long as practical before 
beginning cleaning and disinfection. Areas should have 
outside doors and windows open before disinfection. If 
possible, the CDC suggests waiting 24 hours before 
beginning the cleaning and disinfection process.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/ReOpening_America_Cleaning_Disinfection_Decision_Tool.pdf


Classrooms & Common Areas 
Each school site is developing mitigation strategies to fit the 
students and the buildings where our students eat, learn, play, and 
perform.  For more information on specific strategies in place at 
each school please contact the site administrator.

Classrooms
➢ Teachers will plan time for their students to wash/sanitize hands as 

much as possible.

➢ Students will be spaced out as much as possible in classrooms and 
all facing the same direction.

➢ Seating charts will be established for students at all age levels.

➢ Shared supplies will be kept to a minimum.

➢ Elementary students will have music, counseling, & library in their 
classrooms.  Students will go to the gym for physical education class.  

➢ When possible, outdoor classrooms will be encouraged.

➢ Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms.

Water Fountains
➢ Drinking fountains will be cleaned and sanitized, but we encourage 

staff and students to bring their own water bottles to minimize use 
and touching of water fountains.



Classrooms & Common Areas 
Each school site is working on mitigation strategies to fit the 
students and the buildings where our students eat, learn, play, and 
perform.  For more information on specific strategies in place at 
each school please contact the site administrator.

Cafeteria
➢ Students will be spaced out as much as possible in cafeteria and 

staggered schedules will be used when possible.

Recess
➢ Elementary students will have recess on a staggered schedule. 

Hallways
➢ Staff will work to minimize traffic in hallways through routines and 

schedules.

Assemblies
➢ There will be no student assemblies when social distancing is not 

possible for students and staff. 

Visitors
➢ Visitors to the sites will be limited.  We ask that if you plan to visit 

schools please make an appointment.  There will be no mentoring 
programs at this time.



Transportation
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Transportation Protocols

If you are able, we ask that you bring your student(s) to 
and from school to maximize our ability to physically 
distance students on a bus.

➢ The following protocols will be used to begin the school year:

○ A cloth face covering will be required to ride the bus to and 
from school.

○ When weather allows, windows will be down to circulate air.

○ Students will be seated to maximize physical distance when 
possible and encouraged to sit by siblings.

○ Buses will be disinfected daily.

○ A seating chart will be used on each bus.



Academics & Growth
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Continuous Learning, 
Attendance & Expectations

For information on Alva Public Schools Continuous Learning Plan, 
click on the link below:

➢ APS Distance Learning Plan 20-21 - https://bit.ly/3fccCPl  

For information on Alva Public Schools Attendance Policy, click 
the link below:

➢ APS Virtual Attendance Policy - https://bit.ly/2P9nmn0   

For information on Alva Public Schools Grading Policy, click on 
the link below:  

➢ APS Unified Grading Policy - https://bit.ly/3hGxbVE 

https://bit.ly/3fccCPl
https://bit.ly/2P9nmn0
https://bit.ly/3hGxbVE


Alva Public Schools
Online Learning Options 20-21

OPTION 1 - TRADITIONAL
ON SITE INSTRUCTION

SEESAW & GOOGLE 
CLASSROOM 

Grades PreK-12

OPTION 2 - BLENDED
ONLINE & ON SITE 

INSTRUCTION
EDGENUITY
Grades 6-12

OPTION 3 - FULL VIRTUAL
ONLINE INSTRUCTION

EDGENUITY:  Grades 6-12
EXACT PATH:  Grades K-5

❏ APS student in a traditional school 
setting.

❏ In-person learning, conversations, and 
engagement with teacher.

❏ Social interactions with peers and 
staff.

❏ Immediate access to libraries and 
materials. 

❏ Technology and internet provided, as 
needed. 

❏ Use of Seesaw/Google Classroom in 
the event of school closure due to 
Covid-19.

❏ Participate in all activities offered by 
APS.

❏ Participate in online/in-person 
registration beginning in July.  Please 
see APS Registration press release 
located on school website. 

A student may choose to switch to 
full virtual at any point during the 
semester, but must remain in full 
virtual for the remainder of the 
semester.  

❏ Remain an APS student. 
❏ Curriculum Management System used 

for online instruction.
❏ Supervised by APS certified teacher 

with regular contact with student and 
parent. Technology and internet 
provided, as needed. 

❏ Participate in school-sponsored 
athletic and fine arts programs. 

❏ Participate in online/in person 
registration beginning in July.  Please 
see APS registration press release 
located on website. 

 
Contact Steve Gale, District 

Alternative Ed Coordinator, for 
information about Blended Learning.  

580-327-3682

A representative will be available 
during APS Registration to discuss 
Blended Learning.  This option will 

require an interview process through 
APS.  

Please email your interest to 
continuous@alvaschools.net 

NO LATER THAN JULY 16, 2020

APS will provide a fully online option for 
those families that have high risk 
members or have someone in their 
household that has contracted Covid-19. 

❏ Remain an APS student. 
❏ Curriculum Management System used for 

online instruction. 
❏ Supervised by APS certified teacher with 

regular contact with student and parent.
❏ Technology and internet provided as 

needed. 
❏ Online benchmark testing prior to start of 

the school year on site. 
❏ Participate in online/in-person registration 

beginning in July.  Please see APS press 
release located on the website.

❏ STUDENTS WHO CHOOSE FULL 
VIRTUAL SCHOOL CANNOT 
PARTICIPATE IN ATHLETICS & 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.

Contact Cory Smith, AHS Principal, or 
Stephanie Marteney, AMS Principal, for 

information about Full Virtual 
Instruction for students entering grades 

6th-12th.  
580-327-0608

 Contact Shane Feely, District 
Curriculum Coordinator, for information 

about Full Virtual Instruction for 
students entering grades K-5th. 

580-327-3518

A representative will be available during 
APS Registration to discuss Blended 
Learning.  This option will require an 

interview process through APS.  

Please email your interest to 
continuous@alvaschools.net 

NO LATER THAN JULY 16, 2020

Once a student has made a choice of full 
virtual, the student is locked into that 
choice for the remainder of the 
semester. 

mailto:continuous@alvaschools.net
mailto:continuous@alvaschools.net


Counseling Services
Each school will provide counseling services for all learning options.  
Alva Public Schools is concerned for the social/emotional well being of 
our students.  If you have concerns, please contact your school’s 
counselor to schedule an appointment.

Mrs. Baker - Pre-k - 2nd Grade
Mrs. Littlefield - 3rd - 5th Grade
Mrs. Heaton - Alva Middle School
Mrs. Beiswanger - Alva High School


