
Alva   Continuous   Learning   Plan   FAQs  
 
As   a   result   of   the   Corona   virus   pandemic,   extensive   planning   from   two  
committees,   and   guidance   from   the   State   Department   of   Education,   Alva  
Public   Schools   has   created   this   document   to   guide   teachers,   parents,  
and   caregivers   through   this   unprecedented   time   in   our   school’s   history.  
There   are   many   challenges   ahead.    Some   of   those   challenges   have  
been   foreseen,   some   have   not.    We   will   work   through   those   unforeseen  
problems   as   they   arise.    This   situation   has   forced   us   to   reinvent   the   way  
that   we   think   about   school.    The   following   pages   will   answer   many   of   the  
questions   that   you   may   have   with   regard   to   Alva   Public   Schools’  
Continuous   Learning   Plan.   
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1. What   Learning   Management   System   (LMS)   platform   will   Alva   Public   Schools   use  
to   deliver   instruction?    Will   APS   use   multiple   LMS   platforms   or   just   one?   

a. Alva   Public   Schools   has   tried   to   make   this   transition   as   painless   as   possible   for  
students,   parents,   and   teachers   alike.    4th-12th   grade   will   use   Google  
Classroom.    This   is   a   platform   that   many   of   our   teachers   are   currently   using.  
Nearly   every   student   in   our   district   in   these   grade   levels   has   at   least   some  
experience   navigating   classwork   within   this   cloud   based   program.     It   resembles  
the   platform   used   at   the   college   level.    Alva   Public   Schools   has   many   teachers  
who   can   serve   as   a   resource   for   less   experienced   teachers.    It   is   user   friendly  
and   seems   to   fit   our   needs   at   this   time.   

b. PK-3rd   grade   will   be   using   Seesaw.    The   Early   Childhood   committee   chose   this  
platform   coupled   with   Google   Meet   (video   conferencing)   because   the   committee  
did   not   feel   like   the   youngest   students   in   the   district   were   ready   to   manage   an  
email,   which   is   a   requirement   for   a   Google   Classroom   account.    We   have   chosen  
to   limit   the   district   to   these   two   platforms   in   an   effort   to   make   it   easier   to   manage  
account   credentials   for   students   and   parents   and   create   a   sense   of   alignment  
throughout   the   district.   

2. What   will   grading   policies   be   for   students?  
a. Alva   Public   Schools   will   adopt   a   “No   Fault”   policy   for   grading.    This   pandemic   and  

its   effects   on   students   is   “no   fault”   of   their   own.    Therefore,   even   though   teachers  
are   still   recording   grades   into   Wengage   i-Gradebook,   no   student   will   be  
negatively   impacted   during   the   remainder   of   this   school   year.    By   providing  
students   with   digital   distance   learning   opportunities,   our   students   have   the   ability  
to   continue   their   education   and   to    only   improve    their   current   percentage   in   each  
class.     During   this   time,   our   primary   focus   is   to   provide   instruction   for   all   students  
and   quality   performance   feedback   for   students,   parents,   and   family   members.  

b. Alva   Public   Schools   will   continue   to   record   students’   grades   in   Wengage  
i-Gradebook   for   the   remainder   of   the   2019-2020   school   year.      Teachers   will  



record   two   grades   per   week   for   the   upcoming   six   weeks   of   instruction,   thus  
equaling   12   grades   per   class   between   April   6th   and   May   14th.   Second   semester  
grades   will   be   finalized   in   May   and   will   be   posted   to   students’   transcripts   and  
grade   cards   at   that   time.     Again,   due   to   the   unfortunate   circumstances,   there   will  
be   no   Zeros   recorded   in   Wengage   i-Gradebook   going   forward   for   the   remainder  
of   the   semester.   

3. What   will   the   attendance   policy   be   for   students   for   the   remainder   of   the   Spring  
semester   2020?  

a. Due   to   the   unfortunate   set   of   circumstances,   and   State   Superintendent   Joy  
Hofmeister’s   guidance,   we   will   not   take   and/or   record   student   attendance   through  
Wengage   for   the   remainder   of   the   2019-2020   school   year.   

b. All   attendance   policies   and   rewards   have   been   postponed   at   the   current   time.  
Students   will   not   fail   any   course   during   the   Spring   Semester   of   2019-2020  
school   year   due   to   their   previous   absences.   

4. What   about   students   who   do   not   have   internet   access   in   their   homes?   
a. Alva   Public   Schools   is   working   with   our   Internet   Service   Providers   (ISP)   to  

coordinate   free   internet   access   for   the   next   two   months.    That   only   covers   the  
wired   connection   coming   into   the   house.    Alva   Public   Schools   has   also   ordered  
wifi   access   points   that   will   be   checked   out   to   families.    This   may   take   some   time  
as   every   school   in   the   country   is   trying   to   solve   the   same   problem   that   Alva  
Public   Schools   is   trying   to   solve.    All   options   are   on   the   table   at   this   time.    This  
plan   has   not   come   into   full   focus   as   of   yet.    The   district   has   sent   out   a   survey   to  
ascertain   how   many   households   will   need   this   assistance.   That   information   will  
be   used   to   more   fully   form   a   plan   to   close   the   access   gap.   

5. Do   I   have   to   have   a   landline   for   Suddenlink   internet   access?  
a. Suddenlink   will   need   to   have   cable,   likely   on   poles,   in   your   area.    Internet   access  

is   provided   by   connecting   a   modem   in   the   house   to   Suddenlink’s   network   using  
cable.  

6. Will   the   internet   companies   have   to   enter   my   home   to   install   the   internet?  
a. A   technician   will   likely   need   to   enter   a   home   to   set   up   the   modem/router   and  

confirm   successful   connectivity.  
7. Who   will   I   contact   the   school   to   reset   my   student’(s)   password?   

a. You   can   email    IT@alvaschools.net .    The   IT   department   will   work   through   the   IT  
ticketing   system   in   the   order   that   those   requests   are   received.    Once   your  
password   has   been   reset,   you   will   receive   an   email.  

8. Will   parents   have   to   purchase   the   modem   and   wifi   access   point?  
a. Modem   prices   are   typically   built-in   to   your   internet   service   provider’s   plan.  

Purchasing   a   wireless   router   is   necessary   for   wifi   if   your   Internet   Service  
Provider’s   entry   point   (modem   or   router)   is   a   cable   modem   without   wireless  
router   capabilities.   Wal-Mart   does   have   some   affordable   options   ranging   from  
$29.97   to   $227.00.  

9. How   will   we   communicate   with   our   student’s   teachers?  
a. Email   -   You   can   find   all   teacher   emails   in   our   faculty   directory   on   the   school  

webpage.   

mailto:IT@alvaschools.net


b. Remind   &   Group   Me,   etc.   apps   -   These   apps   are   prevalent   in   our   district   and  
many   of   you   already   contact   teachers   through   these   apps.   

c. Google   Meet   -   This   is   Google’s   version   of   Zoom.    This   is   a   video   conferencing  
app   that   teachers,   parents,   and   students   can   make   face   to   face   contact   to   get  
help   with   school   work.   

10. What   will   the   student   time   commitment   be   for   my   student?  
Prekindergarten   &   Kindergarten:   45   minutes   a   day  

● 15   minutes   read-aloud   and   literacy   skills  
● 15   minutes   math  
● 15   minutes   of   reading   skills   practices   (i.e.   rhyming,   sounds   in   a   word,   and   letter  

names   and   letter   sounds)   
● Extended   learning:  

○ 30-60   minutes   of   outdoor   play   
○ 10-20   minutes   of   reading   with   family   (books   of   their   choice)   
○ 30   minutes   of   imaginative   play  

 
1st   &   2nd   Grade:   1   hour   and   10   minutes   a   day  

● 30   minutes   for   read-aloud   or   independent   reading,   including   reading   tasks   or  
writing   prompts  

● 20   minutes   for   a   combination   of   math   lessons,   activities,   application   practice   or  
games   focused   on   concepts,   skills   or   content   (i.e.,   number   sense,   computation,  
problem   solving,   etc.)   three   times   a   week  

● 20   minutes   of   science/social   studies   activities   or   lessons   connected   to   an  
overarching   project   or   topic   of   study   one   time   a   week   each  

● Flexible   time   for   physical   education,   music,   art,   world   languages,   etc.  
  

3rd   through   5th   grade:   1   hour   and   20   minutes   a   day  
● 20   minutes   of   read-aloud   or   independent   reading  
● 20   minutes   of   reading   or   writing   lessons,   tasks   or   prompts;   may   include   15  

minutes   of   independent   writing  
● 20   minutes   for   a   combination   of   math   lessons,   activities,   application   practice   or  

games   focused   on   concepts,   skills   or   content   of   the   unit   (i.e.,   number   sense,  
computation,   problem   solving,   etc.)   

● 20   minutes   of   science/social   studies   activities   or   lessons   connected   to   an  
overarching   project   or   topic   of   study   

● Flexible   time   for   physical   education,   music,   art,   world   languages,   etc.   
  

6th   through   12th   grade:   3   hours   a   day  
● 40-60   minutes,   4   times   a   week   for   English  
● 40-60   minutes,   4   times   a   week   for   math  
● 40-60   minutes,   4   times   a   week   for   science  
● 40-60   minutes,   2   times   a   week   for   social   studies  
● Flexible   time   for   physical   education,   music,   art,   world   languages,   etc.   



● Additional   time   may   be   required   for   Advanced   Placement   or   IB   courses  
 

11. What   were   the   results   of   the   district   survey   regarding   internet   access   and   device  
access?   

a. 10.4%   of   student   homes   do   not   have   internet   access. 

b. 20.3%   of   student   homes   do   not   have   access   to   an   internet   capable   device 



c. 84.1%   of   student   homes   have   average   to   excellent   internet   service. 

d. 79.0%   of   student   homes   have   access   to   a   printer 



e. 15.6%   of   students   will   not   have   someone   at   home   to   help   them   with   homework 

f. 83.0%   of   families   prefer   text   communication 

12. Why   don’t   we   use   paper-pencil   packets?  
a. Reason   #1   -   This   would   require   teachers   to   be   in   the   school   buildings   to   make  

copies   which   would   violate   the   cessation   of   school   operations   for   all   personnel  
except   those   deemed   essential   to   basic   functions.   

b. Reason   #2   -   Passing   homework   papers   to   students   and   back   to   teachers   would  
create   another   transmission   point   for   the   virus   which   violates   the   spirit   of   the  
cessation   of   school   operations   directive.   

c. Reason   #3   -   Paper-pencil   packets   are   not   academic   instruction,   but   only   practice.   

 

 

 



13. What   will   our   student’(s)   daily   schedules   look   like?  
a. AMS   and   AHS   students   will   be   given   their   assignments   on   Monday   in   Google  

Classroom.    All   assignments   for   the   week   will   be   turned   in   on   Friday.    Teachers  
will   have   designated   office   hours   for   students   to   call,   email,   or   Google   Meet  

b. Elementary   students   will   take   their   cues   from   the   homeroom   teachers  
14. How   can   I   communicate   my   concerns   and/or   positive   feedback   about   how   the  

program   is   working?   
a. Email   -    Continuous@alvaschools.net  

15. How   do   I   get   started   with   my   PK-3rd   grade   student   on   Seesaw?  
a. Watch   this   parent   tutorial   about   Seesaw  

i. Downloading   apps  
ii. Navigating   the   program  

b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9FyB1SCbeM  
16. When   can   I   contact   my   student’s   teacher   with   questions?   

a. Each   teacher   will   post   office   hours.    It   is   not   the   expectation   that   teachers   will  
email   out   information   to   students   throughout   the   evening   hours   or   return   phone  
calls   during   the   evening   hours.    You   may   contact   teachers   through   their  
classroom   communication   apps   and   Google   Meet.   

mailto:Continuous@alvaschools.net
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