
ALVA PUBLIC SCHOOL
VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE POLICY

It is the intent that this policy would govern any student who intends on attending school
virtually due to a medical condition that requires extended leave or for any school
closure.

Required Instructional Hours
Students are required to meet minimum levels of attendance per the Oklahoma School Code. The SDE
has determined that an instructional day is required to offer a minimum of 6 hours of instructional activity
per day, per 70 O.S. § 70-1-111. In a virtual setting, this means a student would ideally complete on
average the equivalent of 30 hours per week of coursework. Currently local school boards can adopt an
attendance policy for virtual courses. State statute provides some options for virtual charter schools to
track attendance [70 O.S. 2019, Section 3-145.8]. Due to the flexible nature of online coursework, a
school could utilize the “pacing” plan set forth by the virtual curriculum to determine attendance. This
would eliminate tracking hours and replace it with a pacing schedule.

Student and Guardian Contact with Teachers
It is imperative that students and guardians communicate regularly with and respond promptly to calls
from the school regarding attendance, lesson completion, and grades. It is the responsibility of the parent
to notify the school if a child is to be absent for one of the excused absence reasons found below under
Virtual Attendance Excused Absences.  The school will contact those students’ parents who do not call. If
no contact is made, the child will be marked with an unexcused absence.   If the assigned work is not
completed and no contact is made by the parent, this will result in an unexcused absence. The parent
must contact the school within 24 hours of the student returning to school to change an absence from
unexcused to excused absence.

Logging Attendance
The school will monitor attendance using a learning management system (LMS - Edgenuity or Google
Classroom). If a student logs in and completes the work agreed to over a period of a week, he or she will
be counted in attendance for the full week or a proportionate number of days based upon the completed
portion of the learning plan. A teacher/administrator will log virtual attendance on a weekly basis.
Students are permitted to have 2 days during a 7-day period in which there is no educational activity. All
virtual assignments will be due no later than Sunday 5:00 PM each week. If the assignment is not
complete, the student will be marked as absent. Parents are encouraged to notify the student’s school in
advance of the need for an excused absence.

Virtual Attendance Excused Absences
Excused absences will be granted for the following reasons:

1. Extended personal or family illnesses
2. Extenuating circumstances deemed necessary by the principal.

Unexcused Absences
If the student’s school has not been notified or an excuse is not submitted and the student does not
complete work on a regularly scheduled school day, the attendance record will reflect an “unexcused
absence.”


