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What Does a Biologist Do?

Is science your favorite subject in school? Are you wondering what kinds of

jobs there are in the field of science? One type of career in the science field is

that of a biologist. A biologist studies living things and their environments, or

the world around them, and how living things affect and are affected by their

environment. The area where something lives and its environment is called a

habitat.

When biologists talk about living things, they mean much more than just

animals. Biologists study everything! They study algae and to one-celled

animals like amoebas. They study slime molds and plants. They study invertebrate and vertebrate animals. They

study reptiles and mammals. They study habitats, too. Every living thing lives in an environment, or habitat, that is

suited to the way the organism lives. There are lots of different kinds of living organisms because there are lots of

different kinds of environments.

Some biologists study one type of environment and all the different living things that live there. For example, a

marine biologist studies plants and animals that live in the ocean. Some biologists study just humans and their

environments. Some cell biologists study cells, the smallest part of a living thing. Cell biologists study the way

cells are made, the parts that make up a cell, the way these parts all work together and interact with their

surroundings, and the cell's life cycle. The study of cell biology has led to an understanding of human tumors.

Maybe someday, it will help scientists find a cure for cancer.

Some biologists might work in zoos or aquariums. They keep the animals healthy. They design habitats that are

best suited to each animal. They educate the public about how to protect animals in the wild. They also work to

protect endangered animals from extinction. If one kind of animal becomes extinct, then we have lost it forever.

Some forensic biologists work with police. They help to discover evidence that can be used to solve crimes. They

find and identify fingerprints, blood, and DNA. DNA is something found in each cell that can be used to identify

individuals. Each person's DNA is different from every other person's.

Many biologists work in health professions. Doctors, nurses, and lab technicians all need a good understanding of

biology. Some doctors study infectious diseases and try to find ways to keep people from getting sick. Sometimes

biologists work to make a vaccine so that we can just get a shot and never get a certain disease. Sometimes

biologists find ways to make the diseases we do get less dangerous to us.

Biologists may study cells under a microscope. Some may study insects in a rainforest or snakes in a desert. Some

may study viruses that affect humans. Some may study plants in a greenhouse or endangered animals around the

world. Biologists help us by teaching us about human health or environmental threats. Some work to meet our
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increasing needs for more food. If you like working with people, animals, or cells, being a biologist might be just

the right career for you!

What Does a Biologist Do?

Questions

1. What does a biologist study?

A. people
B. plants
C. environments
D. all of the above

2. What is a habitat?

A. the area where something lives and its environment
B. a branch of science
C. a kind of animal
D. a habit that you keep doing over and over

3. A marine biologist studies ______.

A. men in the army
B. mammals
C. food
D. plants and animals that live in the ocean

4. Cells are ______.

A. small animals
B. telephones
C. small plants
D. the smallest part of a living thing

5. Extinction is ______.

A. when all the dinosaurs died
B. when a type of plant or animal is lost forever
C. when there are no more living things of one kind
D. all of the above

6. What is DNA?

A. something found in each cell
B. something used to solve crimes
C. something used to identify individuals
D. all of the above

7. Biologists study plants and animals.

A. true
B. false

8. Doctors and nurses must know biology.

A. true
B. false
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

Choose one part of biology that interests you and tell about it. Why does it interest you?

Which of the possible jobs of biologists mentioned in the reading passage seems most important to you?

Explain why.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.
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