
 

 

Day: 15 

Topic: Informative Speeches 
Standards: PS.5.OC1S.1 

Time: 30 minutes 

Overview 

This learning activity is for students to use when they do not have access to the 
course.  

Objectives 

After completing this activity, students will be able to . . . 

● Objective 1 - Analyze characteristics of a Persuasive Speech. 
● Objective 2 - Organization of a Persuasive Speech 

● Objective 3 - Understand and demonstrate effective use of introduction, body and conclusion.  

● Objective 4 - Understand how audience, purpose, and situation influence every public speaking 

situation.  

● Objective 5 - Identify strategies for effectively composing and delivering the following ceremonial 

speeches: speech of introduction, presenting an award, accepting an award, toast, speech of tribute, 

and eulogy. 

Assignment Instructions 

● Read ALL the information in the Lesson. 
● Complete all Check Your Understanding questions. 

Grading Info 

● Please submit your answer to the Check Your Understanding directly at the 
bottom of this lesson to show you participated in this lesson. 

This is a follow-up assignment from AMI Day 5 The Informative Speech.  
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Check Your Understanding 

Instructions:  

Read the Example Informative Speech below and then use the Rubric for 

Informative speeches to grade this speech. 

It is often said that money makes the world go round. However in a world where the gap 

between employer and employee is becoming increasingly divided there are many 

organizations which seek to close that gap. These organizations referred to as labor 

unions have a relatively recent and relatively interactive history providing many 

advantages and disadvantages and provide workers with a method through which they 

can protect their rights as laborers. A little background on the labor movement during 

the late 19th century there was a period of time referred to as the Industrial Revolution 

when industry and factorial output was booming business was booming. However at the 

same time conditions for factory workers were decreasing at a rapid rate. Conditions 

were becoming morbid. This led to an outrage which inspired the labor movement. This 

labor movement manifested itself in what became known as labor unions. Now one of 

the most important labor unions was the American Federation of Labor. It was founded 

in 1886 by Samuel Gompers and in 1955 it joined forces with the Congress on industrial 

organizations in order to form the AFL CIO which has become one of the most widely 

known and most influential labor unions in modern history. Now many people believe 

that the primary function of labor unions is to provide workers with a way they can 

protect their rights. Now while this may be the case there are some other functions that 

labor unions serve that people may not realize now. Some of these are seeking to 

achieve the maximum payment for their members so each worker in any field has a 

maximum salary that they can earn. It is the job of the labor union to make sure its 

members are being paid that maximum salary. In addition they seek to offer their 

members safe working environments of course but also offer exclusive services that 

several people may not realize such as a lower insurance rate that regular workers may 

not be afforded. Now granted there are several advantages and disadvantages to 

joining a labor union and these options should be weighted heavily before considering 
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joining one. Now of course the advantages are better wages that maximum payment we 

discussed as well as better benefits overall such as the lower insurance rate. However 

many people fail to realize the several disadvantages that are included in labor unions 

as well such as near mandatory strikes that its members are encouraged to go on 

against a certain enterprise or company. These are occasional however do not happen 

all the time and dues are often very expensive and create an economic burden upon the 

worker which the workers try to avoid by joining the labor union in the first place and so 

labor unions in and of themselves have many important qualities. They have a relatively 

recent and interactive history. They provide their workers with several advantages and 

disadvantages and provide workers with a way of protecting their rights as citizens and 

as laborers. Money makes 0 the world go round. However in today's world there are 

several organizations dedicated to closing that gap between employer and employee. 

Thank you. 

Based on the rubric below, what would you score this speech and why? 

 

Criteria Ratings Po

int

s 

  10 points 8 points 6 points 4 points 0 points   
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Introductio

n 

EXCELLENT 

The 

introduction 

is inviting, 

states the 

goal or thesis, 

and provides 

an overview 

of the issue. 

Information is 

presented in a 

logical order 

and maintains 

the interest of 

the audience. 

  

GOOD 

The 

introductio

n includes 

the goal or 

thesis and 

provides 

an 

overview 

of the 

issue. 

Informatio

n is 

presented 

in a logical 

order but 

does not 

always 

maintain 

the interest 

of the 

audience. 

FAIR 

The 

introductio

n includes 

the main 

goal or 

thesis. 

Some 

information 

is 

presented 

in a logical 

order. 

  

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

No introduction 

to speech. 

  

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 

  

  

Main Body 

of Speech 

EXCELLENT 

Stayed on 

topic the 

entire speech. 

The topic 

remained 

clear and all 

main points 

were covered. 

GOOD 

Stayed on 

topic most 

of the time. 

Topic 

and/or 

main 

points 

were 

touched on 

the 

majority of 

the time. 

FAIR 

Stayed on 

topic about 

half of the 

time. Topic 

and/or 

main 

points were 

heard 

occasionall

y. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

It was hard to 

tell what the 

topic was 

and/or what the 

main points 

were. 

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 
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Conclusion EXCELLENT 

Student 

summarizes 

the main 

points, 

restates the 

goal or thesis, 

and provides 

a DYNAMIC 

ending to the 

speech with a 

CLINCHER 

that leaves a 

lasting 

impression on 

the audience. 

GOOD 

Student 

attempts to 

summarize 

the main 

points, 

restates 

the goal or 

thesis. 

Reviews 

position 

and brings 

closure to 

the 

speech. 

FAIR 

Student 

either has 

no 

summary 

of main 

points or it 

is really 

confusing. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

Student has no 

clear 

conclusion. 

The audience is 

left hanging. 

The student 

says, "I'm 

done, That's all 

I got, That’s it, 

etc." 

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 

  

Goal or 

Thesis 

EXCELLENT 

One goal or 

thesis that 

strongly and 

clearly states 

a personal 

opinion and 

identifies the 

issue. 

GOOD 

One goal 

or thesis 

that states 

a personal 

opinion 

and 

identifies 

the issue. 

FAIR 

A personal 

opinion is 

not clearly 

stated. 

There is 

little 

reference 

to the 

issue. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

The personal 

opinion is not 

easily 

understood. 

There is little or 

no reference to 

the issue. 

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 
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Preparedne

ss 

EXCELLENT 

Student is 

completely 

prepared. 

  

GOOD 

Student 

seems 

pretty 

prepared, 

but might 

have 

needed a 

revision. 

FAIR 

The 

student is 

somewhat 

prepared, 

but might 

have 

needed a 

revision. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

Student does 

not seem at all 

prepared  

  

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 

  

  

Clarity/Use 

of 

Language 

EXCELLENT 

There are no 

errors in 

grammar or 

mechanics. 

GOOD 

There are 

very few 

errors in 

grammar 

or 

mechanics 

FAIR 

There are 

several 

errors in 

grammar or 

mechanics. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

There are 

numerous 

errors in 

grammar or 

mechanics. 

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 

  

  

Source 

Information 

Provided 

EXCELLENT 

Provided 

correct 

citation for at 

least 3 

sources. 

GOOD 

Provided 

correct 

citation for 

at least 2 

sources. 

FAIR 

Provided 

correct 

citation for 

at least 1 

source. 

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT 

Provided 

sources, but 

not cited 

correctly. 

NO ATTEMPT 

No work 

submitted. 

  

          Total Points:   

 


