
 

 

Day: 12 

Topic: Sweet! Debate Discussion 
Standards: PS.5.OC1S.1 

Time: 30 minutes 

Overview 

This learning activity is for students to use when they do not have access to the 
course.  

Objectives 

After completing this activity, students will be able to . . . 

● The student will participate in a debate process, taking each side, 
affirmative and negative. 

Assignment Instructions 

● Read ALL the information in the Lesson. 
● Complete all Check Your Understanding questions. 

Grading Info 

● Please submit your answer to the Check Your Understanding directly at the 
bottom of this lesson to show you participated in this lesson. 

 

Vocabulary used for this assignment:  

● Warrant - the evidence that supports the claim or thesis 
● Claim - one’s position on the issue that is debated; the thesis 
● Impact - explains the importance of the claim 
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● Resolution - a statement listing the topic or claim to be debated 
● Refute - presenting an argument opposed to what the person claims; rebuttal 
● Argument - statements or facts supporting a point of view 
● Research - collection of information about a subject 
● Tactful - saying something in a way to avoid offending another person 
● Respectful - showing politeness 
● Loaded words - words with strong emotional implications and involve 

strongly positive or negative reactions 

Check Your Understanding 

This is a follow-up assignment from AMI Day 2 Persuasive Speaking.  

Scenario: 

Obesity has become such a problem that people are dying at much younger ages. The 

government is going to outlaw the manufacture of all sugary foods/drinks in the world. 

However, they have decided that because most everyone has a sweet tooth, only one 

type of candy will continue to be manufactured, limiting the quantity of sugary sweets 

available to John Q. Public. 

Your job is to present to the Government Council a recommendation that your favorite 

type of candy should be the “one and only” allowed for future generations. If you are not 

a candy lover, your job will be to refute (present the negative side) the allowance of any 

candy to continue to remain legal. 

Step 2: Argue against your Original Position 

1. You must now take the opposite side of the debate. Reread your original 

paragraph on the candy debate topic, and now argue against your original 

opinion on the topic by taking the opposite side of the debate. For example, if you 

wrote about how all candy should be banned in your original paragraph, now you 

need to write against that paragraph by choosing a candy for the government to 

keep during their ban.  If you chose one candy for the government to keep in 
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your original paragraph, now write about how the government should ban all 

candy. 

2. Research the topic. 

3. Include 1 piece of evidence and a citation for your evidence in this paragraph. 

4. Label your evidence and include the citation directly next to it. Explain how each 

supports your claim. One sentence or phrase is not enough! You must be 

thorough. 

Below is a Chart that you may use to gather your thoughts.  Fill in the chart with your 

information. Do NOT simply submit the chart! Rewrite the information from this chart 

into a paragraph. 

Response Post: 
 

Resolution:  

Negative point #1  

Citation  
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