
Lafayette County Public Schools  

COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Lafayette County Public Schools will follow the Arkansas 
Department of Health (ADH) guidelines and the Arkansas 

Ready for Learning report issued by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education in planning for re-opening in the fall. We hope the following information helps 
answer many of the questions you may have about reopening schools. 

The goal of LCSD is to provide a safe learning environment as possible that includes a 
rich educational experience, with opportunities for social interaction and extra-curricular 
activities while adhering to physical distancing protocols when feasible and practical, 
and following the guidelines provided by the Arkansas Department of Health and the 
Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education. Information may change 
from day to day. 

GENERAL & DAY-TO-DAY INFORMATION FOR BUILDING ATTENDANCE 

1. What is the first day for students? 

School will start August 24, 2020.. This date will only change if DESE/ADH sends new 
guidance. 

2. Who will be required to wear face coverings? 

Currently, the Governor and the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) are requiring everyone 
10 years of age and older to wear a face covering completely over the mouth and nose in both 
indoor environments and outdoor settings when distancing of six feet or more cannot be assure, 
LCSD will follow the directives of the Governor, Arkansas Department of Health and Division 
of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

3. Do we need to provide face coverings for our student or will one be provided? 

LCSD will provide each student with two (2) face coverings. Parents will be responsible 
for misplaced or lost face coverings.  Schools will have extra disposable face coverings in 
the event a student loses or forgets his/her face covering. 

4. Will our students have the same arrival and dismissal times? 

Principals at each school are evaluating their building to maximize physical distancing 
during these times.  It is possible that these procedures will look different at our 
building(s).  If there are changes at your building you will be notified by your building 
administrator. Please continue to monitor the District’s methods of communication for 
further details. 

5. Will bus transportation be provided? 



Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for all students who need it. Based on 
current ADH guidance, students in grades 5-12  will be required to wear face coverings 
when riding the bus. We are planning no changes to bus schedules or bus stops.  Physical 
distancing will not be practical or feasible on the bus, therefore all students ages 10 and 
older will be required to wear  a mask on the bus.  We encourage students to practice 
social distancing at all bus stops.  

6. How normal will the day be for a student? 

Our goal is for student(s) to have as normal of a day as possible while we also adhere to 
safety guidelines. Students will not remain in the same classroom all day but will be able 
to transition from one class to another. Of course, sanitation will take place before a new 
group of students enter a space. Students will attend  a full day of on campus classes 
on Mondays-Friday with a blended learning approach.. 

7.  Will my student eat lunch in their classroom? 

Based on current guidance, the ADH is recommending cafeterias limit the capacity of 
students in the cafeteria. We anticipate this may either mean we will be required to adjust 
lunch schedules or use alternative areas, such as large gathering spaces or potentially 
have lunch in their classroom. Proper sanitation of all areas will be completed after each 
meal. Procedures will not allow students to pick up utensils, self-serve, or share food.  

Parents are encouraged to send a labeled water bottle with their students.  Hydration 
stations will be available for students to refill their bottles.  Water fountains will not be 
available. 

Note: Parents and visitors will not be allowed to eat lunch with their children during 
school business hours due to the safety of others.  

8. Will elementary students still have extra classes like PE, art, music, guidance and 
library? 

Yes, students will continue to participate in activity classes, check out library books, and 
receive guidance. In some cases, the teacher may present their lesson in the student’s 
classroom to reduce the amount of cleaning needed. In others situations, such as PE, 
students may have an assigned area in the gym with specific materials assigned to their 
classroom. 

9. Will my elementary student have recess? 

Yes. Elementary students will have outdoor play time, weather permitting, with 
restrictions that limit the number of students they come in contact with.  

In case of inclement weather, students will remain inside and social distancing will be 
encouraged. 

10. Will social distancing guidelines be observed? 

Social distancing will be observed as much as feasibly possible but at times students will 
be closer than the recommended 6 ft. apart. When social distancing requirements can not 



be maintained such as classrooms, class exchange, hallways, etc., face coverings when 
mandatory for students in grades 5-12. It is highly recommended for students in grades 
K-4 to wear face coverings.  We will redesign classrooms and cafeteria spaces to increase 
the space between students but can not always guarantee it will be 6 ft. 

11. What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing? 

Sanitation and cleanliness will be a top priority for LCSD as we return in the fall. All 
staff members will assist in cleaning high touch surfaces (desk, door knobs, light 
switches, etc.). Custodians will clean and sanitize restrooms on a continuous basis 
throughout the day.  

We have also purchased disinfectant sprays to quickly sanitize rooms between usage. We 
will also provide time for hand washing and hand sanitizer throughout our campuses. 
Students will be asked to sanitize their hands each time they leave and enter a new space. 

12. Will classrooms be arranged differently to protect students? 

Yes, classrooms will be arranged to provide more space between students when feasible. 
That might mean all desks are arranged in rows facing in a single direction. It might 
result in reading areas with bean bags, couches or comfy chairs being removed. It might 
include dividers between students who are seated at a table. We will make every effort to 
provide distance but not limit students ability to interact and communicate with others in 
their classroom. Additionally, supplies and materials will not be shared by students. 

Note: Parents please make sure your child has the proper materials daily as this will 
assist in controlling the spread of COVID -19. 

13. Will students attend school every day or will we have some type of alternative 
schedule? 

LCSD plans for students to attend school daily following a  traditional school day 
schedule. 

14. Will students be able to participate in extracurricular activities and sports in the 
fall? 

At this time, we are still awaiting guidance on sports and other extracurricular activities. 

15. Will schools have assemblies, pep rallies, or other large gatherings? 

Current guidance from the Arkansas Department of Health and the Division of 
Elementary and Secondary Education indicates that these types of large group gatherings 
should not be allowed at this time. 

16. Will students be allowed to go on field trips? 

At this time, field trips during the school day will not be allowed. Parents will be notified 
when field trips are reinstated.   

17. Will students and adults be screened daily? 



Students and adults will be asked to complete a daily self-screening. 

NOTE: Parents are encouraged to screen students at home by monitoring daily 
temperature of the student and answering the following questions: 

1.) Have you had a fever of 100.4°F or greater in the last 2 days? 

2.) Have you had a cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 

3.) Have you been in contact with a person known to be infected with COVID-19 within 
the previous 14 days? 

Staff members will perform a daily self-screening  by following this same protocol.  This 
screening should be done each day before a staff member enters a school bus or a school 
building.  Students will be screened upon arrival. 

Entry to buildings will be limited to those who need to conduct essential school 
business.  Any visitor entering the building may be asked to complete an ADH screening 
form.  

18. Will parent volunteers be allowed in the school for things such as PTA meetings?    

Visitors to the school will be allowed for school business only.  A final decision on how 
PTA/PTO meetings will be conducted has not been made but virtual meetings could be 
an option.   

19. If a student comes to school sick, what will happen? 

If a student comes to school sick, the school nurse will screen the student and check their 
temperature. If temperature is over the ADH guidance, the student will be placed in 
isolation until pick-up. The student must be fever free for 48 hours without medication 
before returning to school. When the child returns to school they will be seen by the 
school nurse before going to his/her classroom.  Individuals testing positive for 
COVID-19 could result in brief closures of schools to provide time for additional 
cleaning and sanitizing. 

20. I have a student with special needs, what might I need to know?   What advice do 
you have for students with special needs (autism, asthma, panic attacks, anxiety, 
etc.) or students with weakened immune systems and pre-existing conditions? 

Special education services will be delivered by qualified special education teachers and 
related service providers following the student’s individual education plan for both 
on-site and virtual instruction.  Safety of both students and staff are top priority and 
appropriate CDC and AHD guidelines will be followed to the extent feasible.  The 
district will be prepared to accommodate students through both onsite and offsite 
instruction with special needs. Our Special Education instructors will be taking extra 
precautions when working with students. If parents have concerns about their students 
who may be at high-risk because of COVID-19, they may explore the virtual learning 
option which allows the student to continue their education from the safety of their own 
home. Safety of students and staff will be a priority and there will be many protocols in 
place to ensure we are following the CDC and ADH guidelines to the extent feasible and 



practical.  However, parents of students who may be at higher risk if COVID-19 is 
contracted may want to consider exploring the virtual learning option.  This option allows 
students to continue their learning from the safety of their home. 

21. If an individual (student or staff member) tests positive for COVID-19, what will 
happen?  Will I be notified? 

In the event an individual tests positive, we will follow the latest guidance from the ADH 
and ADE. We will be in direct contact with ADH for contact tracing and providing 
information, including making decisions about who needs to be informed. If necessary, a 
brief closure of a single school within the district to provide time for additional cleaning 
and sanitation.  Lafayette County School District is bound by all HIPPA and FERPA 
laws pertaining to an individual's privacy. 

22. What happens if we have school closures again? 

We learned much from our unexpected closure in the spring and that informs our plans 
for the fall.  LCSD is in the process of providing professional development for teachers to 
deliver all instruction in a blended format that involves face to face and digital learning 
on a daily basis.  This will enhance our ability to offer uninterrupted instruction in new 
learning should school need to close.  In this manner, we are planning to continue to 
move students forward in their mastery of the standards and learning expectations.  If 
schools close again, remote learning will be in place. Lincoln Learning and Google 
Classroom will be used to provide and lesson. Teachers will utilize Google Meet to 
deliver lessons. Students will learn how to use these systems while at school. 

23. In the event of a temporary school closure, how will the district serve students who 
have special needs (Special Education, 504, Dyslexia, etc).   

In the event of a school closure, students will participate in live instruction with 
scheduled Zoom sessions, Google classroom, Lincoln Learning, ect. 

24. If the school building closes and my child needs to switch to virtual learning for a 
period of time, will he/she be receiving video instruction from her teacher? Or will 
he/she just be given a list of AMI-style activities to do?    

New learning will continue whether we are in the building or the students are at home.  
LCSD will offer  a blended format for learning using Lincoln Learning curriculum.  
Students will return to the building after a short period of time once a deep cleansing of 
the building occurs.  All ADH guidelines will be followed before students would be 
allowed to return to the building for face to face instruction.   

25. How will you help fill any gaps my student has from the previous year? 

Curriculum teams will meet to identify missed standards and learning expectations from 
previous grade levels or courses.  The missing standards will be taught at appropriate 
times.  Additionally, students in kindergarten through 8th grade will be assessed using 
state approved assessments to determine individual strengths and deficits.  Additional 
support will be provided based on student needs.  At the secondary level, missed skills 
from a previous course will be embedded in the next course in the sequence.  For 



example, a student enrolled in geometry would have geometry skills embedded in the 
his/her Algebra II course. 

26. Will we have an open house? 

We are currently designing a modified version of our open houses and will be sending 
more information soon. A tentative date of August 13  from 5:00-7:00 p.m. has been set.  

27. If I don’t want my student to return to a traditional classroom, what are my 
options?   

The District has provided a survey to all parents to collect information regarding their 
interest in a digital option for students. LCSD will provide an online educational program 
for students who do not feel comfortable returning to onsite instruction. If chosen, parents 
are asked to sign up for the virtual education program and commit to a minimum of a 
semester. Exceptions to this commitment will be on a case-by-case basis.  Parents and 
students will be required to commit to the Cougar Virtual Education option no later than 
August 12, 2020. Parents must come to the school to sign students up for off-campus 
Cougar Learning Academy. 

K-12 Cougar Academy:  Students selecting virtual learning will have their lessons 
delivered through Lincoln Learning platform using the same curriculum as those 
attending the traditional school setting. Students will be assigned a teacher of record, who 
will be responsible for supporting the students, providing feedback related to the 
students’ work and assigning grades. Teachers will be accessible to their students for 
prescribed daily time slots for technical support and learning support. Parents will be 
responsible for providing internet services capable of providing live streaming services. 

Any student enrolling in Option B, Virtual Learning must remain in the online program 
for at least a nine (9) weeks grading period. 

28. Would students choosing virtual learning receive a device from the district to 
complete the digital assignments? 

Any student choosing to participate in the virtual learning option may be loaned a 
Chromebook from the district if they do not have one of their own .  Students are 
responsible for the care of the device and must return it to the district at the completion of 
their virtual learning experience.  Any damages to the device or its accessories will be 
incurred upon the parent. 

29. How is attendance calculated for virtual learning?  

Based on the rules set by the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education. In order 
for a student to be counted as in attendance, the student must be engaged in scheduled 
instruction for a minimum of four hours per day for (7-12) and 3 hours per day for (K-6) .  

30. What are the expectations with online classes? How much time will I spend each 
day?    

Students are expected to engage with their learning opportunity via either their virtual 
classroom teacher or instruction delivered via digital means.  Students will be expected to 



complete various assignments, quizzes, and examinations throughout their virtual 
experience.  Grades will be based on student understanding and completion of 
assignments, quizzes, and examinations.  Virtual learning provides flexibility for students 
to complete lessons and assignments at various times in the day but students should plan 
for a minimum of four (4) hours per day in grades (7-12) and 3 hours per day in 
grades (K-6)  to work on assignments.  Students should complete all assigned lessons 
daily so that teachers may provide appropriate feedback in a timely manner. 

31. If students choose to do full-time virtual, will they be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities? 

Yes, While enrolled in LCSD Cougar Academy, students in grades 7-12 may participate 
in AAA and other activities in person at the school, including band, athletics, FBLA, 
FCCLA, and FFA. Students must attend practices to participate in athletics. 

32. Are Pre-AP and AP classes offered via virtual learning 

Currently, LCSD offers AP through Virtual Arkansas.  Students must enroll for these 
courses at their school for credit.  The district is still exploring whether Pre-AP (7-9) 
courses may be taken virtually.     

33. Will students be allowed to participate in the associates program at UACC-H if you 
are enrolled full-time in Cougar academy? 

Students will be allowed to participate in the Associate's Degree Program while taking 
virtual courses if his/her schedule allows. Transportation to and from UACC-H will be 
provided by LCSD.  

34. Who is the District’s Point of Contact for COVID-19? 

MRS.SHELLEY CAMP  
LAFAYETTE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL NURSE 
email:scamp@lcs.k12.ar.us 
PH: (870) 533-4464 
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