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Section Summary 
PHYSICAL FEATURES 

The Andes Mountains run through all of the Pacific 

South American countries, with some peaks above 

20,000 feet. In the south, the mountains are rugged 

and covered by ice caps. In the north, they are 

rounded, and the range splits into two ranges. A 

high plateau, called the altiplano, lies between the 

two ranges. Earthquakes and volcanoes sometimes 

disturb Andean glaciers, causing ice and mud slides. 

The region has Amazon tributaries, but few other 

major rivers. Rivers flowing into the altiplano never 

reach the sea, but fill two large lakes. Between the 

southern tip of Chile and Tierra del Fuego lies the 

Strait of Magellan. A strait is a waterway linking 

two large bodies of water. Ecuador’s Galápagos 

Islands in the Pacific Ocean have wildlife not found 

anywhere else in the world. 

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION 

Climate varies more with elevation than with 

latitude in this region. There are five climate zones, 

starting at the hot and humid zone near sea level, 

where bananas and sugarcane are grown. Coffee is 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. The Andes are the main physical feature of Pacific South America. 

 2. The region’s climate and vegetation change with elevation. 

 3. Key natural resources in the region include lumber, oil, and minerals. 

Key Terms and Places 

altiplano  a broad, high plateau that lies between the ridges of the Andes 

strait  a narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of water 

Atacama Desert  a very dry desert in northern Chile 

El Niño  an ocean weather pattern that affects the Pacific coast 

Underline the sentences 

that explain the differences 

between the Andes 

Mountains in the south and 

in the north. 

What is the main reason 

climate varies in the 

region? 

 _______________________   
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the main crop of the second climate zone, with 

cooler, moist air and mountain forests. Many large 

cities are located there. Many people also live in the 

third, cooler climate zone. Some grow potatoes and 

wheat among the grasslands and forests. Grassland 

and shrubs, but no trees, grow in the fourth zone. In 

the highest zone, near the mountaintops, no 

vegetation grows, and most of this zone is covered 

in snow year-round. 

The Atacama Desert in northern Chile receives 

rain only about once every 20 years. Fog and low 

clouds blow in from the Pacific Ocean, making this 

coastal desert one of the driest, cloudiest places on 

Earth. In Peru, snow melting in the Andes collects 

in rivers flowing down to the Pacific Ocean, 

allowing a small number of people to live there. 

Every two to seven years, the water off the 

Pacific coast is warm, rather than cool. This change 

of pattern, called El Niño, causes the fish off the 

coast to find cooler waters, leaving local fishermen 

with less to catch. El Niño also causes extreme and 

unusual weather around the world. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

The region’s natural resources include lumber 

from forests in southern Chile, eastern Peru, and 

Ecuador. Bolivia produces the minerals tin, gold, 

silver, lead, and zinc. Chile exports more copper 

than any other country in the world. Ecuador’s main 

export is oil, and it also has reserves of natural gas. 

Most of the region, however, has little good 

farmland, and so there are few agricultural exports. 

 

 

 

 

 

How often does it rain in 

the Atacama Desert? 

 _______________________  

Underline minerals found 

in Bolivia. 

Underline specific details 

that describe the five 

climate zones in the region. 
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DIRECTIONS  On the line provided before each statement, write T if a 

statement is true and F if a statement is false. If the statement is false, 

write the correct term from the word bank on the line after each 

sentence that makes the sentence a true statement. 

 _____  1. The Andes run through Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and Chile. 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 _____  2. Earthquakes and volcanoes threaten the Andes because two altiplanos 

meet at the region’s edge. 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 _____  3. Ecuador’s Galápagos Islands have wildlife not found anywhere else. 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 _____  4. Every few years, an ocean and weather pattern called Tierra del Fuego 

warms the normally cool Pacific waters. 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 _____  5. The strait in Northern Chile is about 600 miles long. 

 ___________________________________________________________  

altiplano  Andes  Atacama Desert 

El Niño  Galápagos Islands  Tierra del Fuego 

strait  tectonic plates  


