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Section Summary 
PHYSICAL FEATURES AND WILDLIFE 

Caribbean South America includes rugged 

mountains, highlands, and plains drained by huge 

river systems. The region’s highest point is in 

western Colombia, where the snow-capped Andes 

reach 18,000 feet. These mountains form a 

cordillera, or a system of roughly parallel mountain 

ranges. Some peaks in the Andes are active 

volcanoes. The Guiana Highlands are a series of 

plateaus stretching from Venezuela to Suriname. 

Some areas have flat-topped layers called tepuís, 

made of sandstone that has resisted erosion. 

The Llanos is a region of plains that lies between 

the Andes and the Guiana Highlands. The Llanos is 

mostly grassland and often floods. The Orinoco 

River, the region’s longest, flows for about 1,600 

miles and empties into the Atlantic Ocean in eastern 

Venezuela. The Orinoco and its tributaries drain the 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. Caribbean South America has a wide variety of physical features and 

wildlife. 

 2. The region’s location and elevation both affect its climate and vegetation. 

 3. Caribbean South America is rich in resources, such as farmland, oil, timber, 

and rivers for hydroelectric power. 

Key Terms and Places 

Andes  mountains on the western side of Colombia 

cordillera  a mountain system made up of roughly parallel ranges 

Guiana Highlands  plateaus stretching from Venezuela to Suriname 

Llanos  plains region between the highlands and Andes 

Orinoco River  longest river in the region, flows through Venezuela to the Atlantic 

Ocean 

Where are the Guiana 

Highlands? 

 _______________________  

 _______________________  

What two rivers drain the 

Andean region? 

 _______________________  

 _______________________  

Underline the sentence that 

explains what the Llanos is. 



Name  _____________________________ Class  _________________  Date  __________________  

Section 1, continued  

Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 80 Guided Reading Workbook 

plains and highlands. Two other rivers, the Cauca 

and the Magdalena, drain the Andean region. 

Wildlife in Caribbean South America includes 

meat-eating fish called piranhas, jaguars, ocelots, 

monkeys, and hundreds of bird species. 

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION 

Most of Caribbean South America is warm year-

round due to its location near the equator. The 

coldest temperatures are found at high elevations in 

the Andes. Temperatures can fall as much as four 

degrees for every additional 1,000 feet above sea 

level. The grassy Llanos has low elevation, giving it 

a tropical savanna climate with wet and dry seasons. 

Humid tropical rain forests cover much of southern 

Colombia. Heavy rainfall produces huge trees and 

vegetation so thick that sunlight barely penetrates to 

the jungle floor. 

RESOURCES 

Resources in Caribbean South America include rich 

soils, oil reserves in both Venezuela and Colombia, 

timber from the forests, fish and shrimp from 

coastal waters, and plentiful supplies of 

hydroelectric power. 

 

Circle the resources of 

Caribbean South America 

that are mentioned in the 

paragraph. 

How much can temperature 

change at higher 

elevations? 

 _______________________  

 _______________________  
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DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and choose the correct term from 

the word bank to replace the underlined phrase. Write the term in the 

space provided and then define the term in your own words. 

 1. This is the longest river in Caribbean South America.  _____________________  

Your definition: ____________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 2. Between the highlands and the Andes lies the region of vast plains with very few 

trees.  ____________________________________________________________  

Your definition: ____________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 3. This is a mountain system made up of parallel ranges.  _____________________  

Your definition: ____________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 4. On the western side of Colombia stretch the mountains, many of which are active 

volcanoes. ________________________________________________________  

Your definition: ____________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 5. Wind and rain have eroded the Venezuelan highlands, leaving behind unusual 

formations called tepuís.  ____________________________________________  

Your definition: ____________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

Andes  cordillera  Guiana Highlands 

Llanos  Orinoco River  


