
The Old Picture

The Old Picture
by Kate Paixão

Jayden found an old picture in his attic. It was a photo of a man wearing a 

uniform.

Jayden brought the picture downstairs. He showed it to his mom. "Who is 

this?" Jayden asked.

"That is your great-great-grandfather," said Mom. "His name was William."

"Is he still alive?" asked Jayden.
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"No, this picture comes from about one hundred years ago," replied Mom. 

"He was an American soldier in World War One. That is why he is wearing a 

uniform in the picture."

"This picture is cool. May I bring it to school?" asked Jayden. "I want to 

show my friends."

"This picture is old. We do not want it to get lost or ruined. It is part of our 

family history," said Mom. "We will make a copy of it. You can bring that 

copy to school."
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The Old Picture - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Jayden find in his attic?

A. an American flag

B. a uniform

C. an old picture

2. A conflict in this story is that Jayden wants to take a picture to school, but his mom 

does not want him to take the picture to school. What is the resolution to this conflict?

A. Jayden and his mom will make a copy of the picture that Jayden can take to school. 

B. Jayden will go back to the attic and look for another picture that he can take to school.

C. Jayden will draw a picture of his great-great-grandfather and take that to school 
instead.

3. Jayden likes the picture he finds. 

What evidence from the story supports this statement?

A. "Jayden found an old picture in his attic. It was a photo of a man wearing a uniform."

B. "Jayden brought the picture downstairs. He showed it to his mom. 'Who is this?' 
Jayden asked."

C. "'This picture is cool. May I bring it to school?' asked Jayden. 'I want to show my 
friends.'"

4. Read this paragraph from the story.

"'This picture is old. We do not want it to get lost or ruined. It is part of our family history,' 

said Mom. 'We will make a copy of it. You can bring that copy to school.'"

What can be concluded from this paragraph about the attitude of Jayden's mom toward 

family history?

A. Jayden's mom does not want anyone to know her family history.

B. Family history is important to Jayden's mom.

C. Family history is not important to Jayden's mom.
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5. What is the theme of this story?

A. war

B. showing off to friends

C. family history

6. Read this paragraph from the story.

"'This picture is old. We do not want it to get lost or ruined. It is part of our family history,' 

said Mom. '`We will make a copy of it. You can bring that copy to school.'"

Based on this paragraph, what does the word "ruined" mean?

A. traded or exchanged

B. badly harmed or destroyed

C. well protected or safe

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

Jayden wants to show the picture to his friends _______ he thinks it is cool.

A. so

B. because

C. but

8. Who is in the picture that Jayden finds?

9. Why is Jayden's great-great-grandfather wearing a uniform in the picture?

10. What does the picture Jayden finds have to do with family history? Support your 

answer with evidence from the story.
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