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Afternoon on a Hill
by Edna St. Vincent Millay

I will be the gladdest thing

    Under the sun!

I will touch a hundred flowers

    And not pick one.

5I will look at cliffs and clouds

    With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

    And the grass rise.

And when lights begin to show

10    Up from the town,

I will mark which must be mine,

    And then start down!
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Afternoon on a Hill - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does the speaker look at in this poem?

A. the sun and moon

B. cliffs and clouds

C. bugs in the grass

2. Which of these phrases from the poem describes part of the setting?

A. "which must be mine"

B. "with quiet eyes"

C. "a hundred flowers"

3. The speaker of the poem wants to enjoy nature without hurting it in any way.

Which evidence from the poem best supports this conclusion?

A. I will touch a hundred flowers / And not pick one.

B. I will mark which must be mine, / And then start down!

C. I will be the gladdest thing / Under the sun!

4. Where is the speaker of the poem spending an afternoon?

A. on a hill

B. in a forest

C. in a town

5. What is this poem mostly about? 

A. enjoying nature without leaving a mark on it

B. the effects of wind on grass, cliffs, and clouds

C. travelling from a hill down to a town
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Afternoon on a Hill - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these lines from the poem:

I will look at cliffs and clouds

With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

And the grass rise.

Why might the poet have described the speaker's eyes as "quiet" in the second line of 

the stanza?

A. to hint that the speaker cannot hear or speak at all

B. to show that the speaker was not making any noise

C. to suggest that the speaker's mouth was not staying quiet

7. Read this stanza from the poem:

I will look at cliffs and clouds

With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

And the grass rise.

Which of these lines means the same thing as the last line in this stanza?

A. And the grass rises quietly.

B. And the grass might rise.

C. And watch the grass rise.

8. What are three things the speaker will see during the afternoon on the hill?

9. What are two things the speaker will do while spending time on the hill? 

10. Based on this poem, how does the speaker feel about spending time in nature? Use 

evidence from the poem to support your answer.
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