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by Rabindranath Tagore

My song has put off her adornments.
She has no pride of dress and decoration.
Ornaments would mar our union;
they would come between thee and me;

5their jingling would drown thy whispers.

My poet's vanity dies in shame before thy sight.
O master poet, I have sat down at thy feet.
Only let me make my life simple and straight,
like a flute of reed for thee to fill with music.
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Song VII - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What has the song of the speaker put off?

A. adornments

B. simplicity

C. poetry

D. words

2. What tone does the phrase "O master poet" help create?

A. a casual, personal tone

B. a dark, threatening tone

C. a sad, regretful tone

D. a formal, respectful tone

3. The speaker of the poem believes that the addressee is superior to him or her.

What lines from the poem support this conclusion?

A. lines 4 and 5

B. lines 6 and 7

C. lines 1 and 2

D. lines 3 and 4

4. What might be an example of the "jingling" ornaments that the speaker refers to in 

lines 3-5?

A. a keychain

B. rhyme

C. a diamond necklace

D. a bell

5. What is a theme of the poem?

A. Music is a more worthwhile art than poetry.

B. Expensive jewelry is often a sign of vanity.

C. One should try to achieve simplicity in art and in life.

D. Uncertainty is a necessary evil in art and life.
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Song VII - Comprehension Questions

6. What is the meaning of "put off" in line 1?

A. turned away

B. postponed

C. turned off

D. taken off

7. Read lines 1 and 2 from the poem:

My song has put off her adornments.

She has no pride of dress and decoration.

Who or what does the word "She" refer to?

A. "pride" (line 2)

B. the speaker

C. "adornments" (line 1)

D. "my song" (line 1)

8. What "dies in shame" before the sight of the addressee?

9. What does the speaker want to do with his or her life?

10. What steps has the speaker taken to make his or her life simple and straight? Name 

at least two. Support your answer with evidence from the poem.
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