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Autumn
by Emily Dickinson

The morns are meeker than they were,
The nuts are getting brown;
The berry's cheek is plumper,
The rose is out of town.

5The maple wears a gayer scarf,
The field a scarlet gown.
Lest I should be old-fashioned,
I'll put a trinket on.
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Autumn - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What season does this poem describe?

A. summer

B. autumn

C. winter

D. spring

2. What do the first three lines of the poem describe?

A. what afternoons and evenings are like in the autumn

B. the colors of berries and other fruits 

C. how people act during the autumn

D. ways that certain things in nature have changed

3. Read these lines from the poem:

The maple wears a gayer scarf,

The field a scarlet gown.

Based on these lines, what can you conclude about "the maple" and "the field?"

A. They are both colored red.

B. They both look bright and colorful.

C. People have put clothes on them.

D. They look worse in autumn than they did in summer.
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4. Read these lines from the poem:

The morns are meeker than they were,


The nuts are getting brown;


The berry's cheek is plumper,


The rose is out of town.

Based on these lines, what can you infer about "the rose"?

A. The speaker wishes that there were still roses in town.

B. There were roses in town before autumn came.

C. The roses disappeared because the mornings became meeker.

D. The speaker has never seen roses before.

5. What is the main idea of this poem? 

A. In the autumn, nuts start getting brown.

B. In the autumn, people put clothes on trees and fields.

C. In the autumn, people wear fancier clothes.

D. In the autumn, many things in nature change.

6. Read these lines from the poem:

The morns are meeker than they were,


The nuts are getting brown;


The berry's cheek is plumper,


The rose is out of town.


The maple wears a gayer scarf,

Why might the author have used adjectives like "meeker," "plumper," and "gayer" 

instead of using the words "meek," "plump," and "gay?"

A. to show that autumn is the most exciting season of the year

B. to show that things are different from how they were in earlier seasons

C. to show that the things these words describe are not really meek, plump, or gay

D. to show that the things these words describe stay the same throughout the year

7. Read these lines from the text:
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The maple wears a gayer scarf,


The field a scarlet gown.

Choose the sentence that has the same meaning as the second line.

A. The field sees a scarlet gown.

B. The field buys a scarlet gown.

C. The field is a scarlet gown.

D. The field wears a scarlet gown.

8. What are two examples in the poem of ways that nature has changed in autumn?

9. Read these lines from the passage:

The maple wears a gayer scarf,


The field a scarlet gown.

Based on these lines, what might the maple tree and field have looked like before the 

autumn?

10. A trinket is a small piece of jewelry, or something small and meant for decoration. 

Why might the speaker of the poem "put a trinket on?" Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer.
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