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The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing
by Aesop

This text is from "Aesop's Fables."

A certain Wolf could not get enough to eat because of the watchfulness of the Shepherds. But 
one night he found a sheep skin that had been cast aside and forgotten. The next day, 
dressed in the skin, the Wolf strolled into the pasture with the Sheep. Soon a little Lamb was 
following him about and was quickly led away to slaughter.

That evening the Wolf entered the fold with the flock. But it happened that the Shepherd took 
a fancy for mutton broth that very evening, and, picking up a knife, went to the fold. There the 
first he laid hands on and killed was the Wolf.

The evil doer often comes to harm through his own deceit.
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The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why couldn't the Wolf get enough to eat?

A. because of the watchfulness of the Shepherds

B. because there weren't enough sheep

C. because the sheep would run away too quickly

D. because the Wolf preferred mutton broth

2. What motivates the Wolf to dress in sheep's skin?

A. The wolf wanted to find a way to disguise himself so that he could kill and eat the sheep.

B. The wolf wanted to find a way to disguise himself so that he could befriend the sheep.

C. The wolf wanted to find a way to disguise himself so that he could kill and eat the Shepherds.

D. The wolf wanted to find a way to disguise himself so that he could befriend the Shepherds.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

"The next day, dressed in the [sheep] skin, the Wolf strolled into the pasture with the Sheep. Soon a 

little Lamb was following him about and was quickly led away to slaughter."

Based on the information, what can you infer about the little Lamb?

A. The little Lamb realized the Wolf was wearing sheep skin.

B. The little Lamb thought the Wolf was a sheep.

C. The little Lamb told the Shepherds about the Wolf.

D. The little Lamb thought the Wolf was a Shepherd.

4. Why was the Wolf able to stroll into the pasture and eat the little Lamb?

A. The Shepherds did not see the Wolf stroll into the pasture and eat the little Lamb.

B. The Wolf looked like a sheep in the sheep's skin. As a result, the Shepherds and little Lamb thought 
the Wolf was a sheep.

C. The Shepherds invited the Wolf into the pasture to eat the little Lamb.

D. The Shepherds were not home to stop the Wolf, so the Wolf was able to stroll into the pasture and 
eat the little Lamb.

5. What is the theme of this text?

A. Evildoers often come to harm through their own deceit.

B. Evildoers never come to harm through their own deceit.

C. Good doers often come to harm through their own deceit.

D. Good doers never come to harm through their own deceit.
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The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"The next day, dressed in the skin, the Wolf strolled into the pasture with the Sheep. Soon a little 

Lamb was following him about and was quickly led away to slaughter."

Why might the author have used the word "strolled" in the excerpt?

A. to suggest that the Wolf was confident in his disguise as a sheep and sure he would not get caught

B. to describe the quick pace at which the Wolf walked into the pasture

C. to suggest that the Wolf was nervous about his disguise as a sheep and sure he would get caught

D. to describe the slow pace at which the Wolf walked into the pasture

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

The Wolf wore the sheep skin so that he could eat the sheep. __________, the Shepherd killed the 

Wolf, thinking he was a sheep.

A. In conclusion

B. Certainly

C. For example

D. Instead

8. How was the Wolf killed?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.

9. Why was the Wolf killed?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.

10. Using evidence from the text, explain how dressing up in sheep skin both helped and hurt the 

Wolf.

Be sure to include at least two pieces of evidence from the text to support your answer.
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