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Landforms: Marshes and Swamps

Marshes and swamps are types of wetlands. They are found along rivers, ponds,

lakes, and seacoasts. They may have fresh water, salt water, or brine. Brine is

found where fresh water mixes with sea water. This often happens where a river

empties into an ocean.

There are many kinds of wildlife in swamps and marshes. They are homes to

mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates. Their water often comes

from rivers and is rich in minerals and dissolved nutrients that are needed by

plants.

Swamps have many trees, bushes, and shrubs. Some of them grow quite large.

Marshes, on the other hand, have mostly grasses and a few small shrubs. Both

swamps and marshes are like very shallow lakes. The water is shallow enough to let plants grow in the mud but

reach out of the water's surface.

Some swamps develop from marshes that slowly fill in with more sediment. This allows more trees and shrubs to

grow. Larger plants shade the smaller plants that first grew in the marsh, and they die out. The Florida Everglades

is just one example of a combined marsh and swamp.

Marshes and swamps are home to many plants and animals. They store water. They help control flooding. They

are important landforms.

Landforms: Marshes and Swamps

Questions

1.  Marshes and swamps are ______.

A. a type of wetland
B. not good for anything
C. always filled with salt water
D. none of the above

2.  What would you say is the main difference between swamps and marshes?

A. the type of soil found in them
B. the type of water found in them
C. the type of animal life found in them
D. the type of plant life found in them
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3. Which of these choices is a fact?

A. Marshes can change into swamps.
B. Swamps can change into marshes.

4. Marshes and swamps are important landforms. Why?

5. What is brine?
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