
Victory or Death
Six months after the original Independence Day, Washington's soldiers were in 
trouble. The soldiers who had stayed were starving, sick and spiritless. George had to 
do something quick. He heard there were British soldiers with many Hessian 
(German) soldiers in Trenton, New Jersey. The Hessians had been paid to help the 
British Army. Washington was just across a river in Pennsylvania at the time. He came 
up with a plan - a devious (tricky), genius and secret plan that turned the tide (trend) 
of this war. He planned a surprise attack on the Hessians during Christmas night 
while the enemy was still asleep after holiday parties. The Hessians never expected 
the Americans to attack on Christmas. They didn't think the Patriots would fight again 
until spring. All George had to do was get his troops across an icy river, the Delaware 
River to be exact - it separated Pennsylvania from New Jersey.
OK, so it was Christmas. OK, so it was freezing cold. OK, so there was a little ice in the 
water - make that a lot of ice! How do you get horses, cannons and freezing men into 
boats in the dark and make it to the other side? And then do it again and again, until 
thousands of soldiers make it across? Oh, and once they were across, Trenton was 
still over nine miles away. Just jump in army boats and trucks and be done with it, 
right? Well, they did have boats, but on the New Jersey side they had to drag the 
cannons as they walked those nine miles. Did someone mention the rain, hail and 
sleet? And don't forget the howling wind and blinding snow! Needless to say, 
conditions were going to be horrible. 

Cross and Double-Cross
Washington's soldiers finished crossing the river and hiking in the early hours of 
December 26, 1776. They attacked the snoozing Hessians. Definitely a Christmastime 
surprise for the German soldiers! It was an important victory, however, for the new 
United States. George Washington gained a great deal of respect and made a giant 
leap for America. There would be worse battles and worse winters during this war, 
but Americans were gradually winning the way to continued freedom.
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