
New Army and New Commander
The Continental Congress combined militias of the Colonies to form the Continental 
Army. Someone great needed to be the general. They thought about heroes from the 
French and Indian War. Who would be better than George Washington? At first, 
Washington hesitated to take the position because he had never led an army before. 
But, Washington did disagree with King George. He thought about how important it was 
to gain independence from Britain. So, Washington agreed to lead the Army and 
promised to do the best job he could possibly do. He believed in the cause, but ...

New Country with New Problems
There was a problem. Actually, there were a lot of problems. After declaring 
independence in 1776, the new United States did not have much money. It takes a lot of 
money to buy guns, ammunition, uniforms, tents, horses, cannons and rations (food) for 
an army. Imagine you're a soldier today and your commander said, "Gee, I wish we 
could get those enemies. Do any of you happen to have a tank in your garage? Oh, and 
did anyone bring a sack lunch? Looks like we'll be here awhile!" Hard to believe, but that 
was the reality for the Continental Army (minus the tanks, of course). They didn't have 
fancy red coats or very many horses. And gunpowder was scarce (in short supply). So 
Washington started a rumor that they had so much that there weren't enough places to 
hide everything. The British bought that story and backed off a bit. Good thinking, 
George!

Horrors and Hungers
During the Revolutionary War, hunger was as big an enemy as the British. Sadly, some 
soldiers actually starved to death. Sometimes, farmers would donate animals and crops 
to the Continental Army but it wasn't enough. Soldiers had to search for food in order to 
stay alive. Some days, American soldiers had to wrap their feet in rags because they had 
no boots or socks. They were not well supplied like their enemies. Many soldiers 
deserted the Army, and that doesn't mean they crossed the Sahara! To desert means to 
take off illegally or go AWOL (Absent Without Official Leave). The Patriots couldn't take it 
anymore. Then came the winter of '76...
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