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Socrates was a Greek philosopher who lived between 469 and 399 BC. He 
spent his life pursuing knowledge. Socrates was a great thinker even as a 
boy. He once told his father that a pitcher was just an arrangement of clay, 
that its use is what gave the pitcher beauty. Socrates spent his days at the 
agora of Athens, walking among the people, chatting, questioning and 
thinking. Socrates said he was different from others because he knew he 
was ignorant. He wanted to learn from others. People nicknamed Socrates 
the "Great Questioner" because he said that to learn, one must ask 
questions - lots of them!

Socrates' most famous student was Plato, who also became a great 
thinker, philosopher and teacher. Plato's most famous student was 
Aristotle. Aristotle is often called the father of science. He used his powers 
of observation to learn much about the world. As a teacher, Aristotle also 
had a very famous student. The young boy grew up to be Alexander the 
Great. As you can see, Socrates' influence continued through generations.

Teaching got Socrates into a lot of trouble. The Greek government 
accused him of corrupting young minds and disrespecting the religious 
traditions of his day. They put Socrates on trial and found him guilty. They 
sentenced him to death by drinking a cup of poison hemlock. Socrates 
accepted his sentence because he believed in the idea of trial by jury and 
because the jury found him guilty. Even though Socrates had many 
opportunities to escape from jail, he did not. He took the poison to carry 
out the decision of the jury. Would you have done this? Can you 
understand why Socrates did this? What might have happened if Socrates, 
a respected citizen of Athens, refused to accept his sentence? Would the 
idea of trial by jury have survived?
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