
READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS.
After the Boston Tea Party, King George closed Boston Harbor. Nobody was 

allowed to ship anything in or out. The colonists were furious and weren't going to 
let the king get away with this. They began to stockpile gunpowder and as many 
guns as they could lay their hands on, just in case they needed them later. The 
British caught wind of that and started to confiscate (take away) colonists' weapons.

Meanwhile, the Colonies began to organize. In 1774, representatives from 
each colony had a meeting, or congress, in Philadelphia. You might have heard of 
some of the delegates: Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams, John Adams and George 
Washington. They called this the First Continental Congress. Congress sent a strong 
letter to King George asking him to give them certain rights. King George refused to 
even read the letter!

After that, colonists again boycotted British goods. However, they weren't 
foolish enough to think the king wouldn't send more soldiers to defend his rules. 
Redcoats arrived by the hundreds. Colonists organized their own militias (groups of 
citizen soldiers) in towns and cities. Some were called minutemen because they 
could be ready to fight the British in 60 seconds or less. They didn't have bright red 
jackets or fancy boots, but they had lots of heart and one goal: independence. 
People started thinking the Colonies could be a separate country with no more ties 
to England and the king. They wanted to be the United States of America! The small 
colonial militias were ready to take on big, bad Britain. Take that, King George! No 
more taxation without representation!

WHAT DOES CONFISCATE MEAN? ___________________________________________________

DURING THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, WHAT WAS SENT TO KING GEORGE 
AND HOW DID HE REACT? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT IS A MILITIA? ___________________________________________________________

WHY WERE SOME OF THE SOLDIERS CALLED MINUTEMEN? 
________________________________________________________________________

WHAT WAS THE ONE GOAL THAT COLONISTS HAD? _________________________________
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