
The Royal Proclamation: 1763
Since England controlled so much of North America, colonists headed west, into 
new areas. Think about all that open farmland! Ahh, the frontier. Well, when King 
George heard that, he said no one could move west of the Appalachian Mountains. 
Why? If colonists headed west, Britain would have to spend more money to keep 
people safe from American Indian attacks. The colonists were appalled (shocked)! 
The king had gone too far. They should be able to live where they wanted, right? The 
king sent more soldiers—not to protect settlers, but to make people follow his rule. 
Boy, did this cause some grumbling! But it was only the beginning …

The Stamp Act: 1765
King George hated losing money. He thought of an idea to get some cash after 
spending so much on the French and Indian War. The colonists should be taxed! 
Brilliant, right? The king declared that all paper materials in the colonies had to carry 
a British stamp. Every time a colonist wanted a newspaper, a birth certificate or 
even a deck of cards, he or she had to pay extra for the stamp. This caused more 
than grumbling; it caused riots! Colonists gathered in the streets to complain. The 
government was getting carried away! Why should colonists pay taxes when they 
couldn’t even attend the meetings in England where British officials helped make 
these rules? England sent soldiers to control the protests. The king repealed 
(cancelled) the Stamp Act in 1766. But the idea of taxing the colonists had really 
caught on …

British government official Charles Townshend hoped to lower taxes for the people 
in England, but England still needed money, so more taxes for the colonists seemed 
like the only solution! Again, the King sent soldiers to enforce acts that taxed tea, 
glass, paper and lead. Colonists responded by boycotting (refusing to buy) British 
goods. They wouldn’t have to pay taxes on things they didn’t buy! The presence of 
so many Redcoats (British soldiers) stirred up more bad feelings. Colonists were 
mad and confused, and they didn’t trust their mother country. And, they weren’t 
included in the decision-making process at all! Soon, disaster struck …
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Mounting Tensions in the Colonies
Acts That Led to a Revolution
Fill in the table with information about each of the Acts passed by the 
British.

Name of the Act British Reason Colonist Reaction

The Royal 
Proclamation: 1763

The Stamp Act: 
1765
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