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Emperor Qin

Born in 259 B.C., Ying Zheng united the different kingdoms 
of China by 221 B.C. He became the first emperor of a united 
China and called himself Emperor Qin Shi Huang. He was also 
called Ch'in. He made everyone use the same writing system, 
money, weights and measures. He had roads built to connect 
the different kingdoms and erected beautiful palaces in the 
capital of Xian. The name China came from Ch'in.

Emperor Qin didn't like scholars and their books. He thought 
education for the common people took time away from growing 
crops. He buried some scholars alive and sent hundreds of 
scholars to work creating the Great Wall of China. Qin also 
ordered the scholars' books to be burned, except those about 
medicine and farming. He didn't like the teachings of Confucius 
and ordered his writings burned, too.

Emperor Qin's laws required people to spy on one another. 
Because of his cruel rule, Qin lived in fear that some people 
would harm him. It is said that he rarely slept in the same palace 
two nights in a row. He sent stand-ins who resembled him to 
meetings where his life could be at risk. Thousands of workers 
toiled for 11 years to build his royal tomb. He died in 210 B.C. 
after drinking a potion he thought would give him eternal life.
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EMPEROR QIN QUESTIONS
A major accomplishment of Qin was he decided to separate China into 
several dynasties.

A. True
B. False

What are three things that Qin made sure all people used the same idea of?
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________

Qin built _________________ to connect the kingdoms together.

Why did the Emperor not like books and scholars?
A. He believed that he was the smartest man in the world
B. He believed that common people needed to focus on crops and 

farming
C. Qin believed that scholars would upset the nobles and cause the 

kingdom to fall apart

What were 2 types of books that Qin did not burn?
A. books about war and medicine
B. books about medicine and poetry
C. books about war and farming
D. books about medicine and farming

Qin’s laws forced people to _______________ on each other.

How did Qin die?
__________________________________________________________________


