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CHINA & GEOGRAPHY-THE GOBI DESERT
PART 1

Geography has played a major role in the development of the 

Chinese civilization. There are a variety of physical features that set China 

apart from all other places in the world and protected the Chinese from 

invaders. 

One physical barrier is the Gobi Desert. This vast (large) desert 

stretches over much of the north of China. The Gobi Desert is the largest 

desert in Asia and the fifth largest desert in the world. It stretches nearly 

1,000 miles east and west and nearly 5,000 miles north and south across 

large parts of Mongolia and China.

The Gobi is considered a rain shadow desert. What this means is 

the Himalayas and the Tibetan Plateau shield or block this area from 

receiving rain resulting in less than 8 inches of rainfall in the entire desert 

every year. In terms of climate, the desert is very cold and there can also 

be snow found on the tops of the sand dunes. 

The Gobi is very dry, but it is also very cold. It is nearly 3,000 feet 

above sea level, and so its temperatures are very low at times. It can be 

quite hot or quite cold, often on the same day. Winter days can be filled 

with snowstorms and icy sandstorms. Average low temperatures are -40 

degrees Fahrenheit. Average highs are 113 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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CHINA & GEOGRAPHY-THE GOBI DESERT
PART 1 QUESTIONS

1. WHAT DOES VAST MEAN? __________________

2. EXPLAIN WHAT A RAIN SHADOW DESERT IS.
______________________________________________
____________________________________________

3. THE GOBI DESERT IS THE ________________ 
DESERT IN ASIA AND THE ______________ 
LARGEST DESERT IN THE ______________.

4. DESCRIBE WHAT THE CLIMATE IS LIKE IN 
THE GOBI DESERT.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________

5. WHY DO YOU THINK THE GOBI DESERT 
PROTECTED CHINA FROM INVADERS?
______________________________________________
____________________________________________
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