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Did you know there were laws that made slavery legal? Slaves were 

first brought to North America from Africa in 1619. They were sold to 
colonies in Jamestown, Virginia. It wasn't until 1642 that slavery 
actually became legal. Massachusetts was the first state to pass this 
legislation, but many others soon followed.

Pro-slavery laws allowed people to be bought and sold 
between states and internationally. Slaves were treated more like 
animals than human beings. There were even laws that said if your 
mother was a slave, you were a slave! Imagine having your freedom 
taken away as soon as you were born.

Some people decided they weren't happy with the laws. People 
protested, ran away, wrote essays, and worked hard to change the 
laws. Anti-slavery activists were called "abolitionists." In 1787, laws 
began to be passed about slavery. This was a good start, but a lot 
happened before slavery became totally illegal. In fact, this divided 
the United States into two places! Southern states were called "slave 
states," and northern states were called "free states."

In 1860 and 1861, southern states left the rest of the country 
and formed the Confederate States of America. The North and South 
disagreed about slavery, and this disagreement started the Civil War, 
which lasted four years. In the end, the North won and in 1865, a law 
was passed to make slavery illegal everywhere in the United States. 
Mississippi was the last state to formally adopt this law, and it didn't 
officially abolish slavery until 2013. What kind of research would a 
person need to do in order to discover what year slavery was 
officially abolished in each state?



Slaves were brought to North 
America from Africa in 
_____________
A. 1629
B. 1619
C. 1916
D. 1719

What year did slavery actually 
become legal?
A. 1642
B. 1624
C. 1842
D. 1984

__________ was the first state 
to pass the legislation that 
legalized slavery?
A. Georgia
B. Maryland
C. Minnesota
D. Massachusetts

Pro-slavery means?
A. Illegal to own slaves
B. Slaves have rights
C. Slavery is legal
D. Each state decides 

There is a law that states if 
your daughter is a slave you 
are a slave.
A. True
B. False

An abolitionist is someone 
who supports slavery.
A. True
B. False

Southern states were called 
slave states, and Northern 
states were called free states.
A. True
B. False

The southern states left the 
rest of the country and 
formed the Confederate 
States of America in 1860-61.
A. True
B. False
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