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Dear Lexie -

Wassup? We got to Venice early this morning. I think I have jetlag or something. It's morning, and I 
feel like going to bed--except that this place is so strange I couldn't sleep even if it was nighttime, so 
that's why I'm e-mailing you. The hotel has internet access, and we can't get into our room yet so I 
figured I'd tell you about this place. You wouldn't believe it. It's like a floating city and I'm afraid it will 
sink or something. My mom's calling me. Gotta go. - Maura 

Hey, Maura -

I'm so jealous. Venice sounds awesome. Sorry I couldn't write right back. Your letter came in at like 3 
a.m. here so I didn't get it until now. I looked Venice up online. The buildings all look like castles or 
something.  - Lex 

Hi, Lex -

It's about 7 at night here so what time is it there? Probably you're at school right now. We went to this 
big plaza called San Marco today. There's like a billion pigeons. There was this guy who put bird seed 
on his jacket, and all these birds landed on him. When he walked, all the pigeons stayed on him. I 
took a million pictures. - Maura 

Mo --

The pigeon guy seems crazy. There's no way I'd let a bunch of pigeons roost on me. Yuck! I can't wait 
to see the pictures. Can you e-mail one to me? I'll take it in tomorrow and show Benny. He likes 
pigeons. He's weird. - Lex 

Hi, Lex -

I have a dorky film camera so I can't e-mail pix. Sometimes I think my family is living in the 20th 
century. I mean, we are the only family without a microwave. Today we went to museums. Every other 
building here is a museum. I think Venetians must be very artistic or something. - M 

M-

Yeah. I read that Michelangelo lived there. Did you see him? Oh, never mind. He's dead. Well, did 
you see any art by him? We had a math test today. Decimals.  And there's a new kid in class. Her 
name is Sydney. She's cool. She's from California. - Me

Lex -

Tell me more about the new kid. Remember we're BFF, so don't get a new best friend. I'll be back on 
Saturday. Don't get a new BF before then, okay?
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. a way of approaching or entering a place.

Access to the castle was over a drawbridge and through heavy gates.

2. authorization or ability to enter, look at, or use something.

She has access to our offices and records.

How did the thief gain access to the premises?

Some students do not have easy access to a computer outside of school.

3. the characteristic of being able to be reached.

Access to the school is excellent by train.

transitive verb

1. to obtain access to.

The firefighters accessed the upper floors via the roof.

2. to retrieve (information) from a computer.

Your computer is useless unless you know how to access the information it stores.

Spanish cognate

acceso: The Spanish word acceso means access.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Scientists use many different techniques and resources to develop solutions-these include 
induction, ideas from other fields and research, their own creativity, mathematical calculations, 
and whatever else they may have access to.

2. In order for humans to live, they need access to fresh water. While nearly 70% of the earth's 
surface is water, most of it is salt water, which humans cannot drink. Only a small percentage, 
about 3%, is fresh water.

3. It's no secret that many kids and teens love instant-messaging programs and social networking 
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sites, such as Facebook and MySpace. More than half of 12- and 13-year-olds with Internet 
access in the United States used one of those sites in 2009.

4. French traders might marry a chief's daughter or, if the tribe had a female leader, the 
Frenchmen would marry the chief herself. Connecting himself firmly to a particular tribe 
through marriage, the furtrapper would gain access to new supply lines and perhaps more 
gamerich portions of the wilderness.

5. He's a photographer, and while sometimes the media enjoys elite access to places the rest of 
the world doesn't,  a freelancer, working on  a  casebycase basis for many different companies, 
doesn't  enjoy that benefit often. Matt's  confident, though,  and  in this  case, he walked into the 
Starbucks corporate headquarters to ask for some time on their roof, and got it.

6. While some prisons have libraries, many do not. Those that do exist are generally poorly 
stocked and have many fewer titles than a typical public library. This means that an inmate 
may go many years with limited access to reading material. For a person who loves books or 
who wishes to learn about the world, this can be a harsh sentence indeed.

7. However, in this case, running from a bear is a bad idea. Instead, experts say people should 
back away from the bear at a relatively slow pace. If you run, the bear is more likely to chase. 
Hopefully, you will remember this fact, and the next time you see a bear in the woods, your 
brain will access the memory of what to do.
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Definition
noun

1. a number or other symbol in writing that is not a letter of the alphabet. Some examples of 
figures are "3" and "&."

2. the shape of a human body.

His figure hasn't changed in twenty years.

verb

1. to find an answer to by using numbers.

I figured the cost of the party by adding up how much I spent on food and drinks.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a number or other written symbol other than a letter of the alphabet.

You must include additional figures, such as & and %, in your password.

The instructor wrote the figures 3, 5, and 7 on the board.

2. a numerical value or amount.

The figures in this column represent your expenditures.

3. the form or outline of something; shape of something indistinct.

They saw only a figure in the darkness.

4. the shape of a human body.

She has the lithe figure of a gymnast.

The artist didn't feel he was very talented at drawing figures.

5. a crafted representation, such as a sculpture of a human, animal, or other form.

The tour guide pointed out the figures that stood out from the exterior walls of 

the cathedral.

6. a person of note.
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A senator is a public figure, and the press are naturally interested in his or her 

activities.

7. person, animal, or thing that is a symbol for something.

8. a pictorial pattern.

The skater traced a figure in the ice.

9. (pl.) arithmetic.

I've never been good at figures.

transitive verb

1. to calculate numerically.

I've figured the cost of a vacation in Greece, and I think we can afford it.

2. to depict pictorially.

3. to adorn with a pattern.

4. (informal) to believe or conclude after consideration.

When she didn't arrive at 6:00, they figured that her plane had been delayed.

He figured that they would find out eventually, so he decided to tell them.

intransitive verb

1. to work with numerical figures; calculate.

2. to appear, be involved, or be relevant.

The thief had figured in many of the recent robberies.

3. to make sense or be logical.

From what the two witnesses said, it figures that the suspect is telling the truth.

He's late again. It figures!

Spanish cognate

figura: The Spanish word figura means figure.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:
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1. He felt a very gentle breeze on his skin, warmed by the strong rays of the sun. He figured it 
was the perfect day to go canoeing.

2. There was no blood and the figure was lying in the middle of the road under a blanket. It 
seemed a strange choice for a place to sleep, unless you had a death wish. Now he could see 
that it was a girl.

3. Meanwhile, Ali's impact was growing-among black Americans, among those who opposed 
the war in Vietnam, among all people with grievances against "the system." "It's hard to 
imagine that a sports figure could have so much political influence on so many people," civil 
rights activist Julian Bond observed.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is San Marco?

A. an art museum in California

B. a big plaza in Venice

C. an art museum in Venice

D. a school in California

2. How does the main character of the story describe Venetians?

A. as educated

B. as old-fashioned

C. as very artistic

D. as quiet and weird

3. Which of the following conclusions about Maura is supported by the passage?

A. She is worried that Lexie might get a new best friend.

B. She wants to become best friends with Syndey and Benney.

C. She is confident that Lexie will be her best friend forever.

D. She hopes that Lexie becomes good friends with Syndey.

4. Read these sentences from the passage:

"We got to Venice early this morning. I think I have jetlag or something. It's morning, 

and I feel like going to bed..."

In this sentence, the word jetlag means

A. the realization that you are in a new country and not familiar with its customs 

B. a streak of happiness that occurs when a person finally gets to take a vacation

C. a condition marked by having a sore back after being on an airplane for a long time

D. being tired following a long flight through several time zones
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5. The primary purpose of this passage is to describe

A. a girl's thoughts as she travels to Venice

B. the reason people should travel to other countries 

C. the city of Venice and why it is so beautiful

D. how emailing is the best way to stay in touch

6. What is Maura's nickname?

7. How does Maura feel about her family? How do you know? Give examples from the 

text to support your answer.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

________ Maura was in Venice, she saw a man put bird seed on his jacket to feed the 

pigeons.

A. Since

B. For

C. While

D. Because
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9. Vocabulary Word: except: to introduce the only thing or person that a statement 

does not apply to.

Use the vocabulary word in a sentence:
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