
The Big Break

The Big Break
Jeffrey had had his first starring role in kindergarten, playing a talking stone in a class play. From the 
moment that he heard the applause and took his bows, he knew he wanted to be an actor. He 
doodled his name as it would look on a marquee. In his mind, he rehearsed his acceptance speech to 
the Academy Awards. 

"I want to thank my agent..." he imagined himself saying to the crowd. 

By sixth grade, he was used to starring in school productions. He played Romeo in this year's Junior 
Shakespeare Festival. His brother said he was probably the first Romeo in the history of theater to 
have braces. Jeffrey liked everything about acting--except for his brother's comments about it. Brad 
was not interested in acting. 

Jeffrey dreamed of going to California or New York when he got older. Meanwhile, he read the 
"trades" at the library--the newspapers and magazines of the acting business. He couldn't believe it 
when he saw that there was going to be an open casting call in his own Midwestern city. He begged 
his parents to take him, but they worked on Saturdays and they couldn't take the day off. He was 
forced to ask his older brother, the critic. 

The part called for a boy who looked about 14. Jeffrey figured he could pass. Unlike Brad, Jeffrey 
looked older than his age. Brad, on the other hand, at 16 looked more like 14. The boys arrived early 
at the theater where the auditions were taking place. There were already over 200 kids there. Jeffrey 
picked up his application. Brad picked up one, too-- "just for fun" he said. Each of them then studied 
the short script they'd been handed. Like all the other kids, they mouthed the words over and over. 
Some kids found quiet spaces to read their lines aloud, with all the right emotion.

Jeffrey asked Brad to listen to his reading. "Okay, but you have to listen to mine, too."  

"Deal," Jeffrey answered. Then he read, and, as usual, he was good. Next, it was Brad's turn. Jeffrey 
couldn't believe what he was seeing and hearing. Why hadn't Brad ever tried out for a play? Where 
had he gotten all this talent all of a sudden? He asked his brother, "Why haven't you auditioned 
before?"

"I was waiting for something big," Brad replied.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. the act of taking what is offered or given.

His acceptance of the job offer surprised me.

2. the state of being accepted by others; approval.

The new law finally gained the public's acceptance.

3. the state of believing in or willingly accepting something unavoidable.

They learned acceptance of their position in society.

4. the act of adopting a belief, doctrine, or theory.

His acceptance of another religion was a shock to his family.

Spanish cognate

aceptación: The Spanish word aceptación means acceptance.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. In his mind, he rehearsed his acceptance speech to the Academy Awards.

2. There's a pretty widespread acceptance in America that women can do the job.

3. In fact, the American Dental Association recently gave its seal of acceptance to three sugar-
free gums.

4. What really matters is whether you as a person feel that you have acceptance, stresses 
McElhaney.

5. Shahada is the declaration of faith in one divine God, whom the Muslims call Allah, and the 
acceptance of Muhammad as Allah's prophet.

6. Since there is no authoritative organization that decides which letters are part of English and 
which aren't, he figured that having a publisher publish the word was as close to an official 
acceptance as he was likely to get.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. a written or spoken statement of observation or opinion.

She was surprised that no one made a comment about her new haircut.

The professor gave me some helpful comments on my paper.

2. remarks or observations, often critical, made across a group of people.

The couple's behavior drew a good deal of comment in the community.

3. a judgment or statement about something, intentionally implied or able to be drawn from 
something that is witnessed or experienced.

His novel is a comment on the harsh conditions under which the poor were living 

at the time.

They feel that the vast amount of violence on television is a comment on the 

direction in which society is changing.

4. an explanatory or critical note added to a written text.

Our Shakespeare text includes comments at the bottom of each page that help us 

understand unfamiliar words.

intransitive verb

1. to make a spoken or written observation.

Her boss decided not to comment on her lateness that morning.

Nearly everyone at the meeting commented on the proposal.

2. to write a note of criticism or explanation about a text.

At the end of the chapter, the author comments on the aftermath of the rebellion.

transitive verb

1. express as an observation or opinion; remark.

The professor commented that several important points were not covered in her 

essay.
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2. to make a comment or comments on.

He asked her to comment his paper.

Spanish cognate

comentario: The Spanish word comentario means comment.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. My comment was, "You don't know me very well."

2. Just as Alexis finished reading the comment, her mom called out from downstairs.

3. You stick out so much that people constantly have to make a comment about your height, she 
says.

4. Cartoonists use a number of techniques, including symbolism, exaggeration, humor, and 
caricature (KAR-ih-kah-choor) to comment on news events.

5. But the most important part of the site was allowing other people to comment, so she put a big 
emphasis on her comment page.

6. Sample this comment from one, John Stockwood: "Will not a filthy play, with the blast of a 
trumpet, sooner call thither a thousand, than an hour's tolling of a bell, bring to sermon a 
hundred?"

7. Family gatherings used to be fun when I was younger--seeing all the cousins, even if I had to 
pay for the privilege with pinches on the cheeks from aunts and slaps on the back from uncles, 
who always comment about how much I've grown.

8. The hiring of the Hessians draws even sharper comment, as Jefferson refers to "large Armies 
of foreign Mercenaries [coming] to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, 
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation."
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. anyone who judges or evaluates.

My friend is a gentle but reliable critic of my writing.

Teenagers can be tough critics of video games.

2. a person whose work is to write evaluations of literary, artistic, or other cultural works.

Critics loved the film, but it did not attract large audiences.

Did you read what the critics had to say about the new restaurant?

3. one who tends to criticize and find faults.

Everything has to be just right for my mother-in-law because she is such a critic.

I don't need a critic right now; I need some sympathy.

Spanish cognate

crítico: The Spanish word crítico means critic.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. He was forced to ask his older brother, the critic.

2. We know that separate does not always mean equal, said one critic of single-sex schools.

3. One day a German art critic took the elevator up to visit his niece, the quantum physicist on 
the thirty-third floor.

4. The critic fell in love with what he saw and decided, before we had even reached his floor, to 
buy the paintings for his gallery back in Berlin.
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The Big Break - Plot Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which is not a problem in this story?

A. Jeffrey very much wants the part he and Brad are auditioning for.

B. Brad may be more suitable for the part than Jeffrey.

C. In the past, Brad has discouraged Jeffrey's acting ambitions.

D. Jeffrey played a talking stone in a kindergarten class play.

2. What is the suspense in this story?

A. Will Brad be willing to drive Jeffrey to the audition?

B. Will Jeffrey learn his lines quick enough?

C. Will Brad get the part that Jeffrey wants?

D. Has Brad been critical of Jeffrey?

3. Jeffrey seems to be the kind of person who

A. knows what he wants and works hard to get it.

B. doesn't want to share his success with anyone else.

C. always wants to look older than his real age.

D. is too shy to just "be himself" with others.

4. Which plot details establish that acting is very important to Jeffrey?

A. From the moment in kindergarten when he heard the applause and took his bows, 
Jeffrey wanted to be an actor.

B. Jeffrey read the newspapers and magazines of the acting business.

C. Jeffrey liked everything about acting--except for his brother's comments about it.

D. All of the above.

5. Write a possible ending to the story.
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