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Welcome Home

Joel and Amy stood on the tarmac, holding their father's hands. His grasp was tighter than 
usual. A marching band rehearsed off to the side of the crowd. Everyone looked up to the sky, 
waiting for the plane to come into view. Some of the grownups held little flags. Some had 
bunches of flowers wrapped in red, white and blue ribbons. A few were crying, but most of 
them were smiling.

It had been eight months since they had seen their mother. That's if you don't count the 
pictures she e-mailed them online. In the pictures, she was in her uniform, with her hair 
tucked under her hat. Sometimes there were other soldiers in the photos. Amy was thinking 
they were all somebody's mother, father, sister, brother, son, or daughter.

Joel was only 4. He had not understood why their mother had gone off to war. Amy was used 
to her mother being in the army. She just never thought that the army would travel so far away 
from the base outside of town. At 10 years old, Amy had taken over reading bedtime stories 
to Joel. She missed their mother. She remembered when her parents had told her that her 
mother had to go away for a while. Amy tried to be brave about it. She tried not to think about 
what life was like in a war.

And now, as they waited at the airport, time seemed to stand still. Then the slow drone of a 
plane grew louder and louder. The band snapped to attention. The plane touched down, a few 
hundred yards away. When it came to a stop, it seemed that no one breathed. Then the door 
opened, and the soldiers stepped out onto a deck. In the blur of movement, Sergeant Green 
found her family. To Amy, their spot on the ground seemed like an island. They were alone--
the whole family together, just hugging one another.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - army

army 
	
	
	


	
	

										ar						·					my						
				

Definition
noun

1. a large group of people brought together by a country to protect the country and fight its 
enemies.

People may join the army when they are eighteen.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. (sometimes cap.) the military land force of a nation.

2. a great number of people or things.

The singer had an army of fans.

3. a large, organized group.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. When Christopher Bain visits schools, he shows students his Army uniform. He also talks to 
them about the American flag and what it symbolizes, or represents.

2. On August 22nd, 1776, the British Army invaded New York. Six weeks earlier, the Declaration 
of Independence had been signed, and the Revolutionary War was about to begin.

3. Their leader was a natural historian named John Wesley Powell. Powell had also served in the 
army. (His right arm was amputated after taking a musket shot at the Battle of Shiloh.) After 
the war he taught geology at Illinois Wesleyan University.
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Definition
noun

1. the part that supports something or that something stands on.

The lamp has a square base.

2. the bottom part of something.

They chopped at the base of the tree.

3. a place that is the center of activity for a group.

Soldiers live and work on the army base.

4. the bag at one of the four corners of a baseball or softball field.

The batter ran to first base.

verb

1. to use as the main place.

They based their company in New York.

The computer company is based in California.

2. to use something to make something else.

The author based the story on her childhood.

This movie is based on a famous book.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. that which underlies or supports; foundation.

2. the bottom part of something.

the base of the skull

the base of the tree

3. a central place; headquarters.
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base of operations

a military base

4. in baseball, one of the four corners of the infield, or the bag marking any of these points.

5. a chemical compound that creates salts when mixed with acids. (Cf. base.)

transitive verb

1. to form a foundation or base for.

2. to serve as a basis; establish.

Base your argument on facts.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The U.S. space agency recently announced plans to build a base there.

2. Although he played multiple positions, he was most famous for playing second base.

3. The ball sailed past the base, then over the stands and straight toward Corinne's family.

4. Corinne looked at the tickets and saw that they were sitting on the upper level, just past third 
base.

5. She heard the crack when the bat hit the ball, though, and saw the ball flying through the air 
toward third base.
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Welcome Home - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Amy and Joel hadn't seen their mother in 

A. 4 months

B. 6 months  

C. 8 months  

D. 18 months  

2. Which of the following sentences best describes the role Amy played in her family 

while her mother was away?

A. It had been eight months since Amy and Joel had seen their mother. 

B. Amy thought about the other soldiers and what role they played in their family back 
home.

C. Amy read bedtime stories to Joel and tried to be brave and not think about war. 

D. Amy was used to her mother being in the army, but Joel didn't understand war.

3. Read the following sentence from the passage: "And now, as they waited at the 

airport, time seemed to stand still."

What is the author trying to convey to the reader?

A. They had been waiting at the airport for two hours, and then the clock stopped 
working. 

B. They were so eager to see their mom that it felt like time was not passing.

C. They were waiting so long for the plane, and they couldn't tell what time it was.  

D. They had not seen their mother in eight months, and then the plane was delayed. 

4. Read the following sentence: "In the blur of movement, Sergeant Green found her 

family."

In this sentence the word blur means

A. something that cannot be seen clearly

B. an object that moves slowly 

C. something that moves suddenly 

D. an object that stays in motion all the time 
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Welcome Home - Comprehension Questions

5. The primary purpose of this passage is to describe

A. the sound of a plane as it approaches the airport and lands on a runway

B. the way a brother and sister might act at an airport when they are nervous and excited 

C. how a family gets ready to go to the airport and then watches a plane land

D. thoughts of a family as they wait for someone to return home from war 

6. How were the people at the airport honoring the soldiers coming home?

7. How might you describe how Amy, Joel and their dad felt while waiting at the airport? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Amy missed her mother, _____ she tried to be brave when she knew her mother was 

going away.

A. now

B. but

C. instead

D. after
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9. Vocabulary Word: rehearse: to practice in preparation for a performance.

Use the vocabulary word in a sentence:

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.


