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The Scavenger Hunt

Every year, Sophie's troop held a scavenger hunt. The theme this year was to locate an 
alphabetical list of things related to music. As usual, the troop split into four teams. Each team 
had one parent and four scouts. Last year, Sophie's team had followed the list in order, 
starting at the top. 

The rules of the game said that if two or more teams had found the same object, it didn't 
count. Last year, when the theme was math, everyone had collected an abacus, beads, and 
calculators. So to make it more interesting, and to be sure they reached the end of the list, 
they decided they would start from the bottom--at Z. Then they'd make sure to have things 
that the other teams had not found. They had just eight hours to collect as many of the 26 
items as they could. There wasn't a prize, but it was still fun to compete. 

Jill's mom was in charge of the list. "Z!" she shouted. She was a cheerleader type and always 
liked to show her enthusiasm. "Who can think of a Z for music?" Marisa shouted, "Zither!" 
Then Anna said, "My father has a zither." For Y, they finally settled on "yodel" and decided 
they would simply yodel. X was easy--a xylophone. They retrieved one from Jill's little sister's 
toy box. For W, they found a wind chime and for V they took the violin that Amy played in the 
school orchestra. 

"Would it be cheating if we turned the xylophone upside down for U?" Jill asked. The group 
agreed that this was a great idea. The rules didn't seem to cover everything. T--a trombone, 
S--a song sheet and R--a recorder. Their packs were getting heavy.

By lunchtime, they had a picture of a pipe organ (for P and O), a needle from an old record 
player, a pair of maracas, and a lute. They had skipped Q, not sure if a quail song would 
qualify. (Besides, they didn't know where to find a quail.) Just 10 more things to find--and just 
two hours left. In Amy's attic, they uncovered a kazoo and a jukebox on the cover of an old 
album. At the library, they borrowed books on Icelandic music and holiday songs. Then the 
timer went off. It was time to meet the other teams.
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Definition

verb

1. to find the position or place of.

Have you located the school?

2. to put or set in a certain place.

He located his business in the city.

Advanced Definition

transitive verb

1. to find the position or place of.

Can you locate the town on the map?

2. to set in a certain place; situate.

They decided to locate their business in the city.

3. to give a position or association to.

I would locate her among the later Impressionists.

intransitive verb

1. to establish a residence or a place of business.

Their family located in Sweden after the war.

They decided it would be more profitable to locate just outside the city.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Their long noses help them locate ripe fruit.

2. The dogs can locate the insects in just a few minutes.

3. Sniffing also helped our early ancestors locate foods that were safe to eat.

4. Expedition after expedition went into the rain forest to locate Fawcett - without success.

5. In Florida, National Park Service officials are training a beagle puppy, nicknamed "Python Pete," to locate 15-foot pythons.

6. Every year, Sophie's troop held a scavenger hunt. The theme this year was to locate an alphabetical list of things related to 
music.

7. The djembe gets its name from the tree used to make it. To make a drum, first a musician has to locate a djem tree.
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Definition
verb

1. to agree upon or decide.

They settled on a smaller apartment.

We settled our argument and shook hands.

2. to move to a new place and live there.

They settled in Florida.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to finally agree upon or resolve.

We settled our disagreement.

2. to establish a home for.

He settled his family near the town.

3. to establish a colony in.

The pioneers settled the farming areas.

4. to make calm; stabilize.

The medicine settled my stomach.

5. to satisfy (a debt or obligation).

intransitive verb

1. to come to a decision (often fol. by on or upon).

We settled on the cheaper car.

2. to reach an agreement.

We will settle out of court.

3. to satisfy a debt or obligation (often fol. by up).
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When the bill comes, she will settle up.

4. to become a resident of a place.

5. to become relaxed or calm.

As soon as the excitement ends, he will settle down.

6. to cease motion.

The dust settled.

7. to sink.

Wet ground settles in spring.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. This is where you will settle and build your city.

2. A large number of these immigrants settle in the East and Midwest.

3. How did the Aztecs choose to settle and build the city of Tenochtitlan?

4. But the family said it will most likely settle down in Texas for good.

5. An immigrant is a person who leaves his or her country to settle and live in another country.

6. She had been happy at their home in Ohio. But her father was eager to settle out west. There 
was rich farmland for the taking out there.

7. He created a bill to give settlers land if they built a cabin on the western frontier. The law got 
more people to settle in Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa.

8. No matter how hard Dancing Derek tried, though, he couldn't do The Shimmy like Sarah or 
anyone else in town...  As for those dance shows that he liked to watch, Dancing Derek figured 
he would have to settle for only seeing The Shimmy on TV.
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The Scavenger Hunt - Plot Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the problem in this story?

A. Some of the collected items did not count towards winning.

B. Several teams collected the same items.

C. The team couldn't find objects for letters A-G

D. The team has to collect 1 musical item for each letter of the alphabet.

2. The climax of the story is when

A. the team decides to use the xylophone for the letter U.

B. the team can't find an object for letter Q.

C. the timer went off.

D. the team loses the contest.

3. What does the word retrieved mean in the sentence, "They retrieved one from Jill's 

little sister's toy box"?

A. to remove and hide

B. to put in

C. to get and bring back

D. to see and then steal

4. The strategy the team used to find the items was to

A. look in an attic.

B. go to the library.

C. look in a toy box.

D. all of the above.
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5. What do you think will happen when the team brings back items from the end of the 

alphabet?
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