
News Shorts: Tomb Raiders

News Shorts: Tomb Raiders

a part of the Valley of the Kings in Egypt

American archaeologists recently did something that would make their mummies proud: They discovered 
a hidden Egyptian tomb!

Otto J. Schaden and his team found the burial chamber underground in Egypt's Valley of the Kings. It 
holds five mummies in sarcophagi (sar-KAH-fuh-gigh), or coffins. The tomb also contains 20 jars in which 
Egyptians stored food and drink for the afterlife.

This marks the first time an intact tomb has been discovered in the valley in 84 years. The last tomb found 
there was that of Tutankhamen, the boy king. Tut's tomb is just feet from the newly found chamber.

"It was just so amazing to find an intact tomb here after all the work that's been done before," Edwin 
Brock, one of the project leaders, told reporters.

Archaeologists suspect that the tomb is about 3,000 years old. The scientists will study the sarcophagi to 
determine the mummies' identities and social status.

One of the sarcophagi has the features of a woman with black hair, dark-lined eyes, and a gold necklace.

Schaden says the mummies may be members of a pharaoh's court, but some people have speculated 
that the tomb may hold the mummy of Nefertiti-one of Egypt's most beautiful and powerful queens. Even 
if the tomb doesn't hold Nefertiti's remains, it's still the find of a lifetime, archaeologists say. "This cache...
proves that the Valley of the Kings is not exhausted," Mansour Bouriak, an Egyptian official, told reporters.
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News Shorts: Tomb Raiders - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The newly found tomb contains all of the following EXCEPT

A. a gold necklace

B. the mummy of King Tut

C. 20 jars in which food was stored 

D. five mummies in sarcophagi

2. How do archaeologists describe the tomb?

A. as a tomb that has been raided

B. as the find of a lifetime

C. as an ordinary burial chamber

D. as a place where people live

3. In the first paragraph ("American archaeologists recently did something that would 

make their mummies proud..."), why did the author choose the phrase "make their 

mummies proud"?

A. The author knows what an important role mothers play.

B. The author was being funny by using a play on words.

C. The author thought that the mummies were happy to be found. 

D. The author wanted to show how serious the discovery is.

4. Read this sentence from the passage:

"Schaden says the mummies may be members of a pharaoh's court, but some people 

have speculated that the tomb may hold the mummy of Nefertiti-one of Egypt's most 

beautiful and powerful queens."

In this sentence, the word speculated means

A. thought

B. forgotten

C. discovered

D. broadcast
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5. Which statement best describes the main idea of this passage?

A. Scientists recently found a hidden Egyptian tomb.

B. Being an archaeologist is challenging but rewarding.

C. Egypt's Valley of the Kings is a place rich with history.

D. Queen Nefertiti was a beautiful and powerful ruler.

6. What are sarcophagi?

7. How do you think the author feels about the discovery? How do you know? Cite an 

example from the text.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

________ many archaeologists had been to the site before, this was the first time the 

hidden tomb was discovered.

A. Although

B. During

C. Because

D. When
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